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Reviews

Books

accra24

2015: The embedded language Of God’s Creation.  Smashwords.


A good ode to God's handiwork.

Ali, Ayaan Hirsi

2015: Heretic: Why Islam Needs A Reformation Now.  New York: HarperCollins Publisher.

I not only deeply admire the author and the maverick way she has lived her life, I also think her case for an Islamic Reformation compels me to accept it.

Bantas, Hercules

2011:Adjustments and Closing the Books.  Smashwords

This supplements my other study of accounting and it ties up loose ends.  The academic citations, good definitions, concise discussions, and clear explanations impressed me.  The only negative I found were the typos, but that won't prevent me from giving this book a 5 star review.

Buhle, Paul and Nicole Schulman (editors).

2005: Wobblies: A Graphic History of the Industrial Workers of the World.  London: Verso.

A great mix of text and comics.  The book succeeds by not only telling the Wobbly story in diverse fascinating ways but it encourages the reader to admire and feel sympathy for a labor union that has lot of noble ideas and practices.

Bell, Kae

2015: Leadership: A Counter-Current Perspective. Smashwords.


A clever analogy.  Fresh, new, and thought provoking.

Cagan, Michele

2007: The Everything Accounting Book.  Avon, MA: F+W Publications.
I don't know whether it was because I read this book last or whether this book is better, but this book filled in the gaps the other accounting books, as good as they were, left.  Interesting and informative.  Clarified concepts and made everything easy to understand.

Carlson, Peter

2013: Junius and Albert's Adventures in the Confederacy: A Civil War Odyssey.  New York: PublicAffairs.

I wasn't looking for this book or anything like it, I just needed something to read as I recall, so I got it.  More so than enjoying the main story, I liked learning about the Civil War era.  

Carlson, Peter

1983: Roughneck: The Life and Times of Big Bill Haywood.  New York: W.W. Norton and Company.

Though Haywood made his mistakes (who hasn't), I think he lived an admirable life and we could perhaps deem him a hero.  One thing is for certain, Peter Carlson wrote a riveting 5 star book.

Carpenter, Lauren

2015: Hope.  Smashwords.


Great encouragement!  A nice quick pick me up!

Cashin, Joan E.

2006: The First Lady of the Confederacy: Varnia Davis's Civil War.  Cambridge, MA: The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press.

For some reason (probably historical interest) this book drew me in.  I don't know why.  Varnia Davis is not particularly interesting nor do I want to be like her, still I think I learned something about history.

Dean, James

2015: Become An Exceptional Designer: Effective Colour Selection For You And Your Client.  Smashwords.

Thorough: from the bottom to the top. This book broadened my mind. In a word: Awesome!

Dinneen, Greg

2015: The Lazy Person's Guide To Flower, Herb, Fruit, Nut And Vegetable Gardening.
I hate to give negative reviews to indie books, but I can't help but react to this work.  The book started out great!  I love learning about planting and growing things.  Then the author went on a fearmongering diatribe about how veganism inevitably destroys your health by causing your teeth to fall out and causing dementia (and if that's not enough, there's more).  I'm skeptical of his dubious scare tactics. I have been a vegan for 16 years and so far so good.  I wonder if the author rants against veganism so he can rationalize abandoning this wonderful conviction.

Dubique, Tieran, Sr.

2015: How To Lose Weight Fast Without Needing To Spend Huge Money On Diet Pills.
Smashwords.

I think this book presents some wrong diet paradigms such as the belief that calories matter.  Overall, it does not go far and deep enough.  It does have a nice format and the work does present some valid ideas.

Eisen, Peter.

1995: Accounting: The Easy Way.  Hauppauge, N.Y. : Barron's.

I started out with little knowledge on the topic and this crash course introduced me to the basics that I have used right away.


Euromentravel
2015: Wroclaw, Poland: 48 Hours in Western Poland's Coolest City.

This book excels!  Why?  It makes me want to visit Wroclaw, Poland!

Gaines, Caseen

2015: We Don't Need Roads: The Making of the Back to the Future Trilogy.  New York: Random House.

Mostly light but enjoyable and fascinating material, yet also with the great moral of how the "the Bobs" achieved success through persistence.

Gornick, Vivian

2011: Emma Goldman: Revolution as a Way of Life.  New Haven: Yale University Press.

Perhaps the pithiest biography I have ever read.  I strove to write down the important passages, but nearly every sentence was important!  An incredibly edifying and deep look at Emma Goldman.

Griffin, John Howard

1996:1960: Black Like Me.  New York: New American Library.

Interesting and thought provoking.

Hoose, Phillip

2009: Claudette Colvin: Twice Toward Justice. New York: Farrar Straus Giroux

A friend recommended that I read about Claudette Colvin and this children's book gave me a fascinating glimpse into the life of an important civil rights figure whom I never heard of before.

Hylten-Cavallius, Sr., Sven
2015: What Makes You Do Marketing Rather Than Selling.  Smashwords.
Good stuff to think about.  Good to be aware of this author's warnings.

Jones, A.C.
2015: Gentle Detox Handbook. Smashwords.
Detoxing makes sense.  This book shares some good and even novel ideas about detoxing.

Jones, Mother

2007: The Autobiography of Mother Jones.  Whitefish, MT: Kessinger Publications.

Mother Jones has a wonderfully straightforward concise writing style.  Furthermore, I loved how feisty this old woman was and I want to emulate much of the way Mother Jones lived.


Johnny B. Laughing
2015: 100+ Zombie Jokes: Funny Zombie Jokes for Kids.  Smashwords.
Although this book probably won't have you rolling on the floor laughing, it might just make you smile and that's a plus!

Jordan, Mia
2015: 101 Tips to Get Started in Graphic Design. Smashwords.
I wanted to learn about graphic design so I appreciate the fact this author generously gives out this book for free. Useful tips and sound fundamentals. I love the conciseness. A nice quick read. Great style and format. They say a good book solves your problems; well, this book solved more than one of my problems, so hats off to the author.

Levinson, Jay Conrad, Rick Frishman, Michael Larsen, and David L. Hancock.

2010: Guerrilla Marketing for Writers: 100 No-Cost, Low Cost Weapons for Selling Your Work.  New York: Morgan James Publishing.

An enjoyable and engaging book.  It seems to be geared toward writers seeking a publisher rather than small publishers like me, but still I am trying to glean something from it.  I have seen most of the ideas before, but you can usually find something new if it's just an idea or two.  

Levy, Andrew

2005: The First Emancipator: The Forgotten Story of Robert Carter: the Founding Father Who Freed His Slaves.  New York: Random House.  

The author sets out to revise history and I adore books that shed new insight on narrow consensuses of history.  I love how this author brought an obscure figure to the forefront.  I thank the author for caring about Robert Carter's life and noting that Carter did what Washington and Jefferson refused to: free hundreds of slaves.  Robert Carter will go to heaven!

Lucas, Gavin

2011: Guerrilla Advertising 2: More Unconventional Brand Communication.  London: Laurence King Publishing, Ltd.

I was hoping for a practical manual to give me ideas for my small business.  Although the book was neat, it centered on major non-profits and big corporate "guerrilla advertising," but still I hope it can stimulate ideas for me.


Moore, Inge

2015: What Happened to the Carrots?  Smashwords.
If children like indie books, they likely will love this work.  An additional plus: the author gives you a sample of another story.

Moruzzi, Massimo
2015: 15 Questions About Online Advertising.  Smashwords.
Good food for thought.

Mossberg, Jacob
2015: Handbook for the Holy Warrior.  Smashwords.
Nice little poem that makes a profound spiritual statement.

NGK
2015: Harry The Happy Mouse (Text Version). Smashwords.
A good morality tale and cute fable.

Piper, John

2013: Risk is Right: Better to Lose Your Life Than to Waste It.  USA: Crossway Books.
I'm not a Christian yet this work equips and inspires me to devote myself more to other causes.

Schunck, Volker

2015: The Small Dresden Catechism.  Smashwords.

Profound stuff.  Worth reading!

Service, Robert

2000: Lenin: A Biography.  Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.
I didn't expect this biography to change my negative opinion of Lenin, and mostly it did not.  It did show me some positive traits while still conveying Lenin's overall defective character.  The author provided great insight as I had plenty of material to take voluminous notes about.  I can indeed say I learned a little more about Lenin.

Sleurholts, Tudor
2015: The Man That Boils Water To The Desert (Songtext). Smashwords.
Pretty decent poem.

Tracy, Brian

2014: Management.  USA: Amacom.

Brian Tracy usually writes concisely and this work is especially concise.  Don't expect any earthshattering insights as most of this information you can find elsewhere, but if you need a handy guide to management wisdom, you have come to the right place.

Tracy, John

2008: Accounting for Dummies.  Hobokon, NJ: Wiley.

Thorough and gives you a lot to think about accounting.

Vapnek, Lara

2015: Elizabeth Gurley Flynn: A Modern Revolutionary.  Boulder, CO: Westview Press.

Well written book that gives Flynn her much needed praise while also questioning her from time to time.  Overall, I'm fascinated by Flynn's life and

I think she might qualify as a hero.

Wallace, Kravitz, Jr.

1990: Bookkeeping: the Easy Way.  New York : Barron's Educational Series.

This concise and powerful introduction helped me understand bookkeeping.  The chapters are well designed and orderly.  You can learn a lot quick from this fine work.


Wells, Lynn

2004: The Articulate Voice: An Introduction to Voice and Diction.  Boston: Pearson.

Pointers to empower.  A textbook to teach you the basics so you can improve your voice.  I adopted some of the lessons to make my voice better.

Film

2001: Bread and Roses.  Lionsgate Home Entertainment.

I first thought this film was a movie rendition of the 1912 strike, but it actually portrayed a much more recent strike.  I was feeling depressed and frustrated with the lack of success of my own union organizing, so this lifted my spirits.  Although I don't like some things about the way the union in the film worked, I found the film inspiring and it made me feel better.  Not only did I enjoy the labor movement theme, I love how they tangled a romantic theme around the main plotline.

2009: Nothing But the Truth.  Culver City, CA: Sony Pictures Home Entertainment.
I was afraid it was going to be slow, but it turned out quite good and I really admire the protagonist.  Inspiring even; I want to be like the protagonist.

2010: The Trial.  20th Century Fox.  

My type of movie: suspense and justice themes!  

2005: submit: The Unofficial All-Genre Multimedia Guide to Submitting Short Prose.  Elephant Rock Productions, Inc.

As valuable as writing books are, this film format is a nice change of pace.  
