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Andrew Bushard

Hello all of you

February 3, 1999 The Day after Groundhog’s Day Issue

There is going to be a change in this issue.  I am actually going to start using the technique of paragraphs.  Yes, I feel it adds for better reading.  Hopefully I’m prolific enough.  

Although I’m busy with lots of other stuff, I still am managing to work on zines.  I have an urge to be prolific after all.  I am a person who always lives a life of drama.  So many interesting things happen to me.

Besides, Catfish I also write two other zines, Green Jean Humor (latest issue #17) and Art, Humor and Hate (latest issue 37).  So if you would like a copy of these zines, please send stamps,  $1.13 or so worth.  I’ll be flattered if you request a zine.  Do so. 

Right now I am working on a campagian to free Mumia Abu Jamal   There is much about the ordeal which strikes a nerve in me.  Mumia has captivated me.  And I try to support the cause in whatever way I can.  He is a writer who fights and fights for his art, for that I have intense admiration for the man.  His politics are so very correct.  He is so very right. He is a martyr.  He has been held captive for his revolutionary truth.  Mumia is a person worth fighting for.  To fight for Mumia is to fight for everything I hold dear thus I have compelled myself in the battle.  His very name rings with a certain zing.  Mumia is a role model for today’s youth. Mumia’s case is everything essential rolled into one.  And thus this issue is dedicated to him.

Mumia has been on death row 17 years too long. No one deserves to be on death row.  Death row needs to be eradicated.  Life Imprisonment is an altogether different story although in most cases, I feel I am probably opposed. The death penalty is not justice.  The executioner is not God.  The death penalty has got to go.  

What have I done to help Mumia?  Well, I tell you so you can know and possibly emulate it.  Although I have just begun, I feel I got a good start, and will continue strong.  I have written like 20 officials regarding Mumia and his unfair trial and subsequent treatment.  I have circulated petitions demanding a free trial.  I have distributed leaflets.  I have done three fasts thus far in his honor, and will do more fasts, at least once a month.  I have made announcements to air on our campus radio.  I have written a few news organizations to present Mumia’s side.  I am utilizing Communication 101 speeches to spread the message about Mumia.  Dana Churness also made a speech about Mumia, so that’s great.  Ironically, we both have the same teaching assistant, so I wonder what he’s thinking.  I have written a letter to our school newspaper’s editor.  Also for a student organization, I am involved in, PAO is having a film festival and I hoped to integrate presenting Mumia’s commentary on CD and have a discussion with the public about it, but that didn’t quite work.   PAO is also hoping to do an open mic on February 26, 1999 for the Youth for Mumia Day.  That will be royally cool.

Also on March 26, 1999, my group Federation Without Television is having a Less Television Conference, which is going to consist of a speaker forum, a poetry reading, a half hour of spontaneity which I am curious as how it will turn out, a discussion forum on socialism / anti capitalism, and a presentation and discussion on Mumia Abu Jamal.  Some of the speakers are persons from various organizations and some are cool college students that I know.  So this is another way I hope to spread the word about Mumia and to start up a movement here.  It would be so nice to have  20 or 30 people get involved in the efforts to free Mumia.  Besides, when I go out and distribute leaflets that’s all I can do.  I can simultaneously hold a sign or get a petition signed.  Thus if others joined the cause we could do all 3.  But hopefully I will have at least one person other than myself at my demonstrations this Friday and Saturday.  A goal of mine is to get the town and university keen to what has happened with Mumia.  Mumia deserves all the help he gets.

Once again, I am going to praise Progressive Action Organization because it is such a wonderful organization.  The projects undertaken are great.  Although I’m not too much into the environmental focuses of the group, I love much the political activism.  The organization has been great in aiding my development as a person.  PAO type activities are activities which I want my life to be about.  The egalitarian setup of the group is a fabulous way to run this type of movement.  Dana Churness does a great job leading the group but she is humble and says she is not a leader.  She gets no head trip.  Which I imagine is very useful in our type of movement.  Egos cannot achieve social justice, huh.  She runs everything so well, her life included, so a person is apt to wonder whether she has any problems.  She turned out very well.  Once I was talking to her about why I couldn’t speak to a certain person considering the fact me and the person had a dilemma, and I said “Imagine you have a conflict with somebody, I mean if you were the type to have conflicts with people.”  My insightful comment about Dana reveals the resoundingly positive nature of her character.  You wonder how she is so psychologically sound, and how she seems to do everything right.  I mean, she always seems to handle herself in the right way.  She is not inflammatory, hateful, or bitter in her fight for justice.  She has all the attributes to make a great leader and that’s one reason PAO is so cool.  She handles everything with grace.  Well, that’s enough about that…….

Hope you liked this introduction, but now we’re on to other things.

Your writer

Andrew Bushard

Reviews

Books

The Virtue of Selfishness, Ayn Rand, Signet, 1961

It’s can be difficult to make a judgment about such a book.  One part of me thinks Rand is an absolute genius and another part of me is opposed to her words.  But whether one agrees or disagrees with Rand, one has to admit she is a great philosopher.  Yes, I can be very amblivant about Rand as a philosopher.  She is graceful but sometimes her endorsements of Libertarianism and Capitalism are just way too sweeping.  She envisions a society of high freedom, but somehow I don’t see unfettered capitalism as the key to that spaceship.  Her dream society seems more of a product of socialism lite than pure Capitalism.  Rand often confuses Communism with its far less offensive relative, socialism.  On pg. 143 she describes capitalism “Leaving men free to think to act to produce to attempt the untried and the new, its principles operate a way that rewards effort and achievement and punishes passivity.”  This vision is grand, indeed.  But I’m afraid a society dominated by capitalist elitists will not permit such liberty.  Addressing the end phrases of the quote, much effort exerted by persons oppressed by capitalism is in vain.  Capitalism does not penalize passivity, it can often exalt it.  Often the bourgeois exert the least inertia yet reap the greatest rewards.  Rand seems to think that class is acquired by merit, she couldn’t be further from the truth.  Capitalism is often a Trojan horse of freedom encroachment.  What gives Capitalist elitists right to own all the earth?  Is it a divine plot?  Rand sees only beauty in Capitalism.  Her concept of freedom is a limited, inclusive not encompassing concept.  Capitalist oppression is more indirect and more subtle than state coercion, but such shrewd ideas elude Rand.  Her chapter on racism is elegant and thoughtful, but it is foolish to pinpoint racism on socialism solely, as it is obvious Capitalism spreads the epidemic of racism quite well.  While granted, capitalism is not the sole cause of racism, capitalism pours salt into the wound.  Racism comes with the capitalist territory, but of course, many others factors contribute, capitalism is just one big one.  Capitalism is a racist vehicle often.  Yes, Nazi Germany was both socialistic and racist but the does not mean socialism needs to be racism’s scapegoat.  Sometimes, Rand just doesn’t think quite critically enough.  Perhaps Rand is using correlational evidence to determine racism’s cause.  In Sociology 270, Minority Groups, our professor, Dr. Janis Weber asked us to isolate the variables of racism’s cause.  My 3 big variables were Nationalism, Ethnocentric religion, and capitalism.  So I agree with Rand about the Nationalism causing racism, however, I disagree with the socialism causing racism.  When Nationalism gets intertwined with socialism, watch out, but free liberating socialism is something remarkable.  Rand’s folly is her inability to perceive glory in socialism, casting it off as abusive rubbish.  Racism is a complex reality, but capitalism sure does not eradicate racism.  Rand is way too pretentious sometimes.  

Rand does have Libertarianism down cold, she can argue it so well, some would be in total awe.  She makes many good points, but some of her logic and conclusions are faulty.  Ayn Rand claims the U.S. is a great example of racism relinquishing (Of course, since we are a great capitalist nation)  Hmm, to me it seems as if the fires of racism burn so strong here.  

Rand employs the arrogant practice of quoting herself.  Why is it that she quotes herself so frequently yet she quotes outside sources so infrequently?  On Page 123, Rand buries herself in a contradictory hole when she asserts “There are four characteristics which brand a country unmistakably as a dictatorship – one party rule – executions without trial or with a mock trial for political offenses, the nationalization or expropriation of property, and censorship.”   To me this sounds a lot like Capitalist America, if not totally, at least in part.  Mumia Abu Jamal’s case is a stunning example that the U.S. takes political prisoners and stages “mock trials”  U.S. is just more shrewd and sophisticated than some other countries.  With our country is there is always an ongoing trade towards monopoly such as with Microsoft, and these Capitalist elitists are not much different from their Communist counterparts.  Corporate America is a horrible vessel of censorship along with the FCC. Furthermore, Mumia Abu Jamal also illustrates the fact the government will attempt to censor dissident voices.  

Rand is a great writer and great philosopher.  Her buddy Nathaniel Branden writes quite a few chapters in the book.  His philosophy and writing style is essentially the same as Rand’s.  In fact, interchangeable.

I am not ready to embrace objectivism.  Though it does posses some virtue and merit.  What Rand fails to understand that individual liberty is for the few under capitalism, not for all.  Only under true socialism, is everyone granted full liberty.  Libertarianism is a philosophical haven for capitalist elitists, barons of industry, who dominate society and do as they see fit. Rand overlooks the essences of capitalism, she views it with a narrow lens.  Rand’s libertarian freedom is a freedom with exceptions.  Libertarianism is not a liberation mechanism, in fact, it strips freedom away.  The tired rhetoric of libertarians demanding freedom demonstrates fundamental ignorance.  These Libertarians do not know what they are really asking for.  Libertarians really need to expand their critical facilities to perceive how government alone is not the culprit.  

What I like about Rand is the fact that her philosophy is written in Layman’s terms.  She has a great knack for explaining things.  Straight forward, no kidding around, but not too stiff.  Although I don’t fully agree with all of Rand’s philosophy, she presents a rational provocative case, and she is a great mind.

Live From Death Row, Mumia Abu Jamal, Addison Wesley, 1995.

Mumia is a true hero.  A hero’s who’s soul keeps on fighting in the depths of despair.  I am a bit surprised his words have been published.  It may sound slightly paranoid, but it does seem funny the words escape the confines of prison with the practice of guards and all.  Mumia has been on death row since 1982, guilty or not, that is sick!  Mumia knows his stuff.  He can write – oh can he write.  His voice, his true voice.  Mumia is a great journalist.  He is commentary is short and sweet.  He is clear proof that the USA is takes political prisoners and isn’t as mighty as the propaganda claims.  Despite his plight, this hero takes positive action, inspiring action, and does the noble deed of writing frank.  His commentaries sting with insight.  Thumbs down to National Public Radio for not playing Mumia’s commentary over the air.  Even bigger thumbs down to the Fraternal Order of Police for lobbying for Mumia’s death, for eradicating his quality life, and trying to scar his soul.  If only Mumia was freed and had a nationwide syndicated program.  Precisely, that is what petrifies the powers that be.  He deserves restitution and it will be a massive triumph for the human race if he is freed.  He has suffered from the hands of oppression like few other.  And few speak so much truth.  Pure justice would be setting him free.  Metallica was so right in the lyrics for “And Justice for All……” and “Ride the Lightning.”  What a journalist, what an orator, what a profound elegant man.  Inspiring, Very inspiring

Hate Groups, Sharon Elaine Thompson, Lucent Books, 1994.

Darn good info. More depth would be nice though.  I like the photographs.  Great shots of that wrong belief motivated villain David Duke.  Hate groups make me sick.  But hate back is often just fuel to the fire, as the expanded cliché goes “One does not fight fire with fire, they fight fire with water and chemicals.”  I like how the book stressed the role of education in combating hate.  There is bias, bias against hate groups, but who in their right mind would write a book like this, in support of hate groups?

Introduction to Socialism, Leo Huberman and Paul M. Sweezy, Monthly Review Press, 1968.

Old, which harms certain perspectives which new light would be shed in modern day, but the basic premise of the book is very good.  Clear discussions of socialism.  This is good conversion material.  Hell, it might be partially responsible for converting me.  The points are well argued, and rebuttal is definetly formidable.  “The ABC’s of Socialism” was probably the best part.  The section “Questions about Socialism” was absolutely great.  This book stimulated my intellect during a bus ride.  It gives open minded people things to think about.  It demonstrates how viable and how just, true socialism really is.  Sweet analysis of the evils of capitalism, which acted as a precursor to the prime socialist discussion.  In numerous instances, whole passages are repeated whether for emphasis, or because sections of the book were published separately, does actually make quite good sense.  It was very nice how the book refuted common misnomers, misnomers spread at a hysterical epidemic level due to anti socialism programming.  Stripped of misconceptions, socialism is a vital alternative, a system that cultivates much freedom.  Here the truth about socialism from a socialist, and you will discover that socialists are not usually horrendous dictators or freedom hating authoritarian, in fact, the opposite is true!  Socialists desire to dismantle hierarchy, hierarchy of in all encompassing manner.  Socialists seek to dismantle both abusive government hierarchy and encroaching capitalist hierarchy.  Do not be fooled, socialism is not a tool of Satan, if anything laissez faire capitalism is.  Capitalism is not a system of freedom, at least not for the majority.  Plenty freedom is allotted to the elitists in Capitalism, in socialism there is freedom for all.

The Other Candidates, Third Parties in presidential elections, Frank Smallwood, University Press of New England, 1983.

Old, but interesting nonetheless.  The 1980 election was apparently a fertile election for 3rd parties which was great!  It’s nice to see someone caring about third parties, rather than focusing all energy on the muddled mess of republicans and democrats.  4 socialist leaning parties are covered and I’m not entirely sure of how they differ from each other.  However the Socialist Party USA sounds the most appealing, and The Communist Party USA sounds the least appealing.  I have read a good amount of Worker’s World Party and Communist Party USA literature, and a little of Socialist Party USA literature, but I don’t think I’ve seen any Socialist Worker Party literature.  Dana Churness gave me a newspaper called “Socialist Worker” but I don’t believe it’s related to the Socialist Worker Party.  Andrew Pulley, the Socialist Worker Party candidate back then, does seem like a very sensible fellow.  There is a tendency to ask everyone he interviews the roughly same questions, but as with the Libertarians – he deviates somewhat.  However this redundancy is quite useful as it allows for him to make a complete synthesis of 3rd parties and their relationship to our political system.  Which sadly enough is a very depressing one.

Draft Registration and the Law, R. Charles Johnson, Nolo Press, 1985.

R. Charles Johnson was a draft counselor, I didn’t know such positions existed.  The nice thing is that Johnson is not overly patriotic, but he is not overly subversive either, he seems sensible.  He admitted he opposes the draft, so good for him!  Sound material.  This book would be very useful if a draft situation came up.  Johnson tells ya what everyone else does not.  He penetrates all the nooks and crannies of draft law and relates it all back to ya.  I wish I would have read this book before I signed the Selective Service card when I turned 18.  Proof of how ignorance of complex laws can really hurt you.  The draft laws are just one more example of how the legalese bureaucrats at the top will use every opportunity to pull the wool over John Q. Public’s eyes.  A to Z, yes!  I wonder how many copies this book sold.  It doesn’t look like the book did that bad since it survived multiple printings.  The Vietnam era would have been the optimal time to publish such a book, in the era, such a book could easily become a bestseller.  Nolo Press’s books are often way too no nonsense, I wish they had a little more nonsense involved, although there is a slight amount of nonsense in here.  I wonder if Nolo Press is a good profit making machine.  On the back of the book, there are two comments about Johnson’s good sense of humor.  Yes, he does have a good sense of humor, but it’s not employed nearly enough.  

In Defense of Mumia, Edited by S.E. Anderson and Tony Medina, Writers and Readers Publishing, Inc, 1996.

Wow!  It’s so inspiring that such a large amount of artists contributed to this anthology.  Dark and real, the collection is not wishy washy.  It is vital and powerful.  Heartfelt poems and bullseyes essays.  Personally I was too impatient for many of the poems.  Oh the essays – how grand they are.  Especially delicious are Mumia’s own words as the man is as gifted in linguistics as one comes.  It would have been very nice to include an essay or fragment by Ed Asner, as I have become very curious about him and his views.  About my only complaint about the book, is that there is not enough information on how one can help the Mumia movement.  To this end, is dedicated a one page blurb at the back.  I realize sermonizing would be alienating, but the lacking suggestions, may have some who are determined to help cause but a little confused on what exactly to do, left wondering.  A beautiful use of art as both a means and an end.  With this many noble persons backing Mumia, can the cause be wrong?  No, I certainly think the fact that quality people support Mumia validates the cause.  Art done without selfish profit benefiting a worthwhile cause could perhaps be the epitome of nobility.  I didn’t know Mumia was such a great cartoonist!  Everything Mumia does, emanates with grace.  Mumia is both a champion of rhetoric and the right fight.  Mumia has had quite the impact on others and on me.  

The Romantic Manifesto, Ayn Rand, Signet, 1971.

This is hailed as a great masterpiece, but to me it was a letdown.  Is it proper to blame the book or to blame myself?  Dry reading.  I had my overfill of “Epistemological” this and “metaphysical” that.  Fortunately some portions were more lively than others.  Rand still insists on using her own writing as a reference for everything, but in this book she at least did a better job at using other references.  Unexpectedly, a surge of adrenaline struck a nerve of mine, when I read the culmination of “The Goal of my Writing”.  The key element, her proclamation of the purpose of her art, “for the glory of man”.  If only the entire work was that provocative and poignant, and romantic.  Now, yell at me if I’m wrong, but when a book’s title is “The Romantic Manifesto” I expect uplifting poetics at least some of the time, not dry philosophizing.  But that is a heroic quality of hers to bring out the most inspiring aspects of existence.  I did enjoy the short story “the Simplest thing in the World”  Although the story began by praising Capitalism in a slightly pompous manner, and made pretentious assertions about Capitalism, which I guess Rand thought were subtle.  I would much rather abide by Rand’s view of art, than her view of politics.  Of art, she knows its fundamental extreme importance and its nature from cover to cover, of politics, she can hit a lot of bullseyes, but she also hits a lot of spectators in the eye.

How to Survive Federal Prison Camp, A Guidebook for Those Caught Up in the System, Clive Sharp, Loompanics, 1997.

Another intriguing winner from Loompanics!  Great scotts!  I love the Loompanics line of books.  It was very interesting learning about prison camps and it was neat that Loompanics published a book solely on prison camps and not just regular old prison.  The diaries included sketched a clear picture of real life in a prison camp.  It doesn’t sound half as bad as regular prison, but there are certainly disadvantages.  It sounds as if none of the inmates are honest and to be trusted, and that is rather unfortunate.  This book contains both an introduction and a foreword, and such is uncommon, except in grand works of literature.  I desire to know why Mr. Sharp was sentenced to the camp, my guess would be probably a drug related offense or something along those lines.  Since it wasn’t mentioned, I take it that Sharp felt it was not too relevant.  The fact that these prison camps are on army bases further accentuates in my mind that these prison camps can’t be too much different than the army itself.  In both these camps and in the army, One is watched by superiors left and right, time is structured, space is limited, and there are many rules.  Besides the guns given to soldiers, prison camps and armies can’t be all that dissimilar.  In fact, it seems as if these prison camps can be a good environment for the creative resourceful type person to get a lot of productive things done.  A person could pursue many a interesting projects.  Loompanics is precisely MY book publisher.  Yes, Loompanics rocks.

Dark Justice, a History of Punishment and Torture, Karen Farrington, Reed International Books Limited, 1996.

Heavy on the visuals.  Superbly depicted visuals.  This volume is a sad commentary on the human race.  The human species is not  distinct in the fact that it murders, but distinct in the fact that it gleans sadistic delight from such murder.  By the end, I was getting bored with the book.  A short well written essay on the death penalty, did the topic justice.  An illustration using comparative politics and the death penalty demonstrated one more time that America is not necessarily the best country in the world, despite the mass epidemic propaganda attempt to make us believe otherwise.  

Vegetarian Time’s Beginner’s Guide, Editors of Vegetarian Times, Simon and Schuster, 1996.

Well written.  Useful.  Recommended.

Our Organization, Brian O’Connell, Walker Publishing Company, 1987.

Damn witty and insightful.  As a leader of two beginning organizations, I recognize that this parody is all too clever.  A better title for the book is “Our Disorganization”.  The characters depicted are very human and average, which is a wonderful way to parodize.  He didn’t feel it necessary to conceive outrageous eccentrics.  His satire is so sharp because it is so true.  Light hearted pokes at struggling organizations.  O’Connell knows the world of organizations so very well.  Funny stuff in a sophisticated wit.  Satire of humans and their organizational follies.  Moreover, this book serves a tongue in cheek parody when cumbersome bureaucracy is the modus operantis.  O’Connell being both a leader of volunteerism and a humorous has set himself up for greatness.  You will chuckle.

Zines

JND Pseudo Zine #7, James N. Dawson, PO Box 613, Redwood Valley, CA, 95470.

James Dawson is so good at printing letters and reviews.  In this issue he gave Catfish  a very nice review and I really appreciate it.  In this issue he decided not to type out people’s letters, instead printing photocopies of their handwritten letters.  Poor handwriting caused me to not read some of the letters.  Dawson does an excellent job keeping up with his correspondence.  JND Pseudo Zine is more laid back and loose than his other zine, Live and Let Live  Doing 3 zines myself, I admire anyone who does 2 or more zines.  Most of this zine is reviews.  Overall it a nicely put together vessel for Libertarians.   A lot of zines heavy on the reviews are hard to read, in this way, Dawson does a good job.  There is an intense plethora of reviews, but compiled into a very readable package.  Never crusty, a good personality shines through.

Suitable 4 Framin, Dec 1997, IQVINDER P.S., PO BOX 12686, Berkeley, CA, 94712-2686, $3 or a trade.

Not knowing much about graffiti, this zine presents me a great opportunity to learn about graffiti from those who tag. I am amazed at how artistic graffiti can actually be.  Graffiti is truly an art form.  While personally, I wouldn’t support graffiti because it’s violating others right, I still admire the artistic side.  However, I suppose, a person could justify graffiti by saying property is theft.  It is incredible that these graffiti artists can get away with such creative intricate designs.  However, a reprinting of a newspaper article serves as a warning tat graffiti artists need to exercise caution and restraint.  In the field of illegal activities, subtlety is definitely a virtue.  As an anti television activist I enjoyed the great article on television issue one!  There is even a poem or two, and that is cool.  

Packed with the array of graffiti photographs, is some very bright progressive commentary.  And besides anyone who loves my Art, Humor and Hate is an instant winner in my book.  

Audio

Mumia Abu Jamal, All Things Censored, Alternative Tentacles AK Press, Prison Radio Project, 1998.

Mumia Abu Jamal is a captivating orator speaking about the oppression of ages.  He hits the bullseye, getting to the meat of every matter.  He is the critical thinker we need.  AT Records reaffirms its awesome nature by producing this hard look at Amerika.  Others were too chickenshit to allow the truth to radiate, such as National Public Radio.  Mumia Abu Jamal is a progressive weapon.  Powers that be recognized this, and seek to silence him however possible.  But he will win in the end, he will win!  Mumia lives the brave noble life. The essay “De Profoundis” was quite a surprise.  It is a very profound attack on Christianity and from such a fresh perspective.  Commentaries of passion, commentaries of truth.  Mumia’s swift pen slays dragons.  His lovely voice slays dragons.  Mumia’s very existence slays dragons.  As long as he is alive he will continue to slay dragons, but if he dies, the people have lost a pivotal battle.  But the people will not lose.  Mumia is so noble, and thus deserves salvation.  Hear the voice of revolution.  Listen to Mumia.

NOFX, S& M Airlines, Epitaph, 1989.

Very melodic.  Nice, I like it.  The lyrics range from the sharp poignant “Jaundiced Eye” to the mellow “Life of Riley” to the sexually deviant “S & M Airlines” to the freedom fighting “Vanilla Sex” to the morally corrupt “You Drink You Drive You Spill”.  A hodgepodge of fun, a little social commentary, melody, and audacity.  Definitely not MTV, VH1 acceptable stuff.  True punk if juvenile at times.  Defiant, fresh, refreshing.

Victory Style III, Various Artists, Victory Records, PO BOX 146546, Chicago, IL, 60614.

Hard-core music is real, it is chock full of spirit and life.  Some of the songs are abrasive and muddled groaning, but a good portion of this CD is rocking.  I like compilations because so often they are a fantastic value.  Even 2 ska songs!  Blood for Blood’s “Wasted Youth Crew” is an angry anthem for lost angels.  Shutdown’s “We Won’t Forget” is a tender tear inspiring tribute to a fallen comrade.  Thumb’s “Sell Myself” speaks the glory of integrity.  OS101’s “315”, Skarhead’s “Snickers” and Wazone’s “Brothers and Sisterhood” are classics in the hard-core spirit.  Remember folks, hard-core is an acquired taste.  Give it a fair chance and you’ll see how cool it can be.

Death Metal Concert

While hanging out with Aaron Wallrich over Winter solstice break, he took me to some club (name I’m not sure) in the bowels of downtown Rockford, IL.  We arrived late.  We only heard two songs, and the name of the band I do not know either.  My first impulse was laughing.  The crowd was about 15 in the small place.  The band was talented, yes.  The songs did not move me, no.  I was probably the most mainstream looking person in the place – imagine that.  Aaron frequents this club and plays there, but Aaron as a low opinion of the outfit.  I surely would have enjoyed Aaron’s band Deep End better than Death Metal, but I was glad I had the opportunity to see live death metal.  Even if it was only two songs.  Aaron says the management of the club is very questionable.  At any rate, it was cool to go to a place I never realized existed in Rockford, and to hear some death metal.  Not that I enjoyed the metal, but it was a fab experience, nevertheless.

Mumia Abu Jamal Essays

What follows are two essays written by me about Mumia Abu Jamal.  The first essay is an unabridged version which appeared in UWSP’s Pointer.  The second essay I submitted the next week, so we’ll see if they print it.  I probably didn’t give enough background on the case, but hopefully my zest and passion for this cause which provoke others to delve further.  Probably 90% of our school population is ignorant about Mumia Abu Jamal, and possibly even more with the city population in general.  That’s scary, and it demonstrates the power of the media to present the ruler’s agenda.  A goal of mine is to combat this, and to get a good working knowledge of the ordeal into the heads of as many people as possible.  Mumia deserves this.  It’s gotta be so inspiring for Mumia to see all the support he has.  In the dungeons of darkness, his vast support must be a shining ray of hope.  The very fact people are so passionate about justice is very inspiring in itself.  This battle is a turning point in history and its outcome will determine much.  Professor Janis Weber and I were talking about Capitalism and Marx, and she mentioned the fact that people are starting to acquire Marx’s predicted class consciousness, and I believe Mumia’s ordeal could be the very vehicle to support Marx’s paradigm.  The bourgeois is attempting to squash Mumia, but the proletarian will not allow it to occur.  The implications of this are massive.  The spokesman of the proletariat needs to be saved for revolution to ensue.  In 1995, class consciousness arose when people were aware we have the power to affect government when Mumia was granted a stay of execution.  It isn’t easy, but with enough spirit, energy and determination it can be achieved.  Yes, this is destined to be a great class conflict.  However, I do not want to reduce it to a simply a class struggle, it is that but much more too.  This is why it’s so important.  Marx was right in much.  Through Mumia, we shall see if his predictions come true.  If they do, it will be a grand celebration.  On death row for 17 years, way too long my friends.  Mumia needs to be saved, the great working class hero.  

Fasting for Mumia Abu Jamal

I've just done something rare, something I've never done before.  On January 19th, I fasted.  I fasted to show support for a great contemporary hero and martyr Mumia Abu Jamal.  Furthermore on the 24th of Every month I will continue to fast. (Note, Thus far I have fasted on the 19th, 24th, and 31st of January)

Mumia Abu Jamal is the epitome of everything right, struggling against everything evil.  Mumia is a man large and life, a man of highest principle.  He has represented those who are vulgarly underrepresented.  His very name almost sends shivers down my spine. He is a hero.  

In 1982 Mumia was sentenced to Pennsylvania's death row for the murder of police officer Daniel Faulkner.  However, the trial was a massive travesty of justice, and to this date Mumia is incarcerated on death row for a grossly unfair  trial, as a political prisoner.  Yes, believe it, America is more than willing to incarcerate political prisoners.  He is currently scheduled to be executed later this year by lethal injection.  It is the goal of the growing diverse movement to grant him a fair trial and ultimately free him.

A few bits of evidence from his case prove the wretched conditions which imprisoned Mumia.  The judge of his case Albert Sabo has put 31 people to death, more than any judge in America.  The Judge was very biased towards cops as he was a member of the Fraternal Order of Police, and was an ex cop.  Furthermore, an officer which was going to testify on Mumia's behalf was given a mysterious vacation during the trial, to eliminate him from testifying.  Mumia was not allowed to testify himself, and moreover, the prosecution's budget was massive, while defense has to work with a meager sum of  slightly over a thousand dollars.  Moreover, there are probably 25 or 30 reasons overall if not more, why his trial was a fluke

When Mumia was a journalist in his day, he had a reputation for speaking the truth, he had a brand of integrity, only a select few aspire to.  He is a magnificent example of journalism entirely in sync with the people's consciousness.  Mumia railed against the innate injustice of our society.  Thus opposition to his voice was massive.  Villains always shudder at the truth.

His spirit radiates with a fiery tenacious flame of freedom.  From death row, he continues still to keep telling us the truth, the truth your capitalist government media will not tell.  Perhaps Alice Walker said it best we she described Mumia as "A rare and courageous voice"  Nested inside Mumia's force is the revolution itself.  Mumia is the power, he confronts utmost evil, elegantly resurrecting the entire truth.  Mumia is too right, too insightful, he has too many important things to say.  He frightens evildoers.

I am determined to fight for our hero.  His wise, passionate, insightful voice represents the most essential implications.  Few men are so elegant and so right.  Mumia is of the rarest who are deemed worthy of the title "hero".  I fast for Mumia because Mumia's plight strikes a nerve in me.  I sacrifice in the small way I do because he has made an ultimate sacrifice.  The darkest of the darkest occurs Mumia, but he struggles and will speak the truth no matter what comes his way, this is way I fast for Mumia.  May Mumia be freed and live forever.  Love ya, Mumia! 

The Importance of Mumia Abu Jamal

by Andrew Bushard

Passion.  Beauty. Love. Undying Spirit.  Political prisoner Mumia Abu Jamal

His graceful rhetoric is most stirring indeed.  His view will be heard.  His supporters like myself strongly desire  Mumia to gain his freedom from an unjust system.  I am determined to give UWSP students an awareness of the epidemic implications of Mumia's plight.  I see my job as awaking consciousness.  I will strive to stimulate sympathy.  Mumia needs our support, in this time of crisis.

A great way to shock people is to tell them, America has political prisoners.  To mention that Mumia is a political prisoner in Pennsylvania seems to perk many a ears.  Fact is, America is far more subtle in its oppression, oppression is done so much better here.  We are all too often unaware.

Something has driven me to fight for Mumia.  Something I hope to instill in you.

My goal is to spread the wisdom of Mumia and to assist his liberation in the best possible manner.  Although the power of one is mighty, more and more are needed.  It's up to you to stand up and be counted.

Are you ever bored, unsure of what to do with your idle moments?  Comrades, the solution to your boredom problem is simple:  Work to save Mumia!

Whether supported by 1000's or none at all, I will struggle for Mumia!  As a moral ethical person I value social truth.  Mumia speaks nothing but the truth, and if he is executed, the truth is squelched.  

I am motivated to save Mumia.  I have done my deed if you learn something about our nation's power structure and oppression, and even more if you join the ranks of the movement.  I aspire to motivate each of you to act for Mumia.  Mumia's heroism deserves our support.

The death penalty is one of mankind's cruelest conceptions.  The death penalty needs to end now!  The death penalty is the weapon which threatens Mumia's voice.  Only death can silence Mumia's speak of the truth!  But nothing else!

Mumia is beautiful.  For him to perish is a wicked sin.  For us to turn a deaf ear is also a sin.  He cannot die!  If he dies, justice dies.  Rise up UWSP, fight for justice!

Mumia's plight is an excellent case study in sociology, reflecting bleakly upon our world.  We cannot allow the oppression of Mumia to go unchallenged.

This is a vital fight!

Let's save the hero!

FCC Essay*

This essay hopefully will be self explanatory, but I’ll give you some information, nonetheless.  My program lasted all of two weeks, I got the run around from the station officials, as I never got a completely straight reason why my program ultimately got canceled.  It was different depending on who you talked with.  Authorities often give any reason possible to suppress dissent, other to disguise the fact they are suppressing dissent.  This is where technicalities come into play.  If they dislike your voice, they will find a technicality or weak reason to do away with your dissent.  Their guise us to try to make the suppression of dissent as subtle as possible, so the people do not notice.  It happens.  In all fairness, WWSP said it would allow me another program, but I don’t  think I want to compromise and not be the true me.  Part of the problem was they expected my program to evolve fully in two episodes and that simply was not possible, especially for an inexperienced radio jock like me.  After the first program, the station manager gave me constructive criticism about having guests on the program, which I agreed to abide by.  Unfortunately my guest for the second show, Jenny Gilles, could only stay for a couple of minutes.  They felt I wasn’t sufficiently pursuing their desired ends.  However, on the 3rd program I was going to have 2 guests, which would have furthered the program’s evolution to their desired ends.  But I was denied such a chance as my program was canceled a day before my scheduled 3rd show.  By reading the poem that I read, I tested the system.  I tested the limits of free expression.  Mumia was forced off the air due to his controversial views.  Despite what the FCC tells you, dissent is not acceptable on the airwaves.  My criticism was not against government in general, as such abstract views might actually air (especially on college radio which tend to be more progressive than regular radio), but my criticisms were acutely straightforward, and there were no bones about it.  I challenged the FCC in the most blunt manner.  Fear of losing a license will disallow unfettered criticism of the FCC.  True liberty communication systems permit biting the hand that feeds, they in fact permit more.  Carrie, the program director, was very mistaken in her feeling that the FCC was so kind and generous to grant her a license and that I was audacious to bite the hand of the FCC.  The hand that feeds no one, the hand that serves to oppress and silence the masses.  I’m sorry but freedom of the press is not a privilege, it’s a right!  Believing otherwise, sets yourself up for FCC rule.  Oh great FCC, where is the vast political spectrum on the waves?  Where is innovation?  Where is the dissident presence that is so true?  Yes, often the Internet is the antithesis to all this commercial television radio crap.  Read my words below, for they are very true!         

No Free Speech on the Radio

I was recently a victim of government suppression.  And I really don’t blame those who directly silenced me.  I blame the setup of the system.  Pure and simple, I was infringed of the right to free speech.

The incident I am referring to is the abrupt halt I experienced on my WWSP radio program, Creative Art,  on October 13.  I was reading a poem I wrote entitled “I Hate the FCC”.  Thus the program director found my programming inappropriate and shut me down prematurely that evening. 

Granted, I am extremely controversial.  I have a bold and moral message to be told, and it will be told.  I challenge the ills and idiocies of the system.  I see what I am doing as good.

I have a heartfelt belief that commercial radio is a puppet for government and corporate interests.  I believe through subtle means, these two powerful oppressive groups mold commercial radio to ultimately assure the promotion of their best interests.  Naturally, any voices contrary to the dominant regime will be suppressed as discreetly as possible, to limit detection.  My experience on October 13 loudly proclaimed to all willing to hear, how truthful I am in asserting this fact.  This experience reaffirmed my ideas.

Free speech exists to protect political dissidents like myself.  Although free speech does protect such things as pornography, its main purpose is protect anti government, anti majority opinions, in other words, unpopular opinions.  Popular opinions don’t really require such protection.  Likewise political speech serves as a far greater threat than pornographic material.  The very nature of today’s radio environment is intensely hostile to the concept of free expression.

If a person is unable to criticize the government in general or the Federal Communications Commission in particular, things are really screwed up.  If I cannot read an anti FCC speech on the air, there is no free speech.  When I was suppressed, it just proved that only government complimentary and capitalist complimentary pieces have the possibility of airing.  However, they would like you to believe otherwise.  

Governments such are ours fear righteous criticism.  They seek to forward their evil agenda without opposition.  Commercial radio serves as a propaganda machine for government and capitalism.  I became a blatant scapegoat of this fact.  I became solid evidence, displaying to all how the system really works.  My deepest suspicions were verified.

The reasons I do not watch television or listen to commercial radio are complex, but one of my strongest aversions to mass media is a political aversion.  Federal Communication Commission proponents will vouch “Yes, sincerely, the FCC cultivates a fertile garden of a wide variety of views from every reach of the political spectrum, so that every last person is honestly represented.”  This is hokum and malarkey.  It is asinine.  It is ridiculous.  Sure Republicans and Democrats have their major say, but if the political spectrum was the universe, they would represent one planet.  Perspectives on mass media are limited severely.  Only the mainstream has a voice, radicals have no expression.  Naturally there is a very good reason why minority viewpoints are absent.  Those who control the media (elitists) do all they can to prohibit ideas contrary to their best interests.  Once again, prohibiting an anti – FCC poem is blatant evidence of this fact.

Commercial radio is not creative.  It is extremely bland.  Dull formats are the rule not the exception.  Bureaucrats are generally not the inventive breed.  Those who create, do, those who can’t, subdue others creation.  Good art is characterized by vision, morality, innovation, inventiveness, social criticism, insight, sincerity, individuality, initiative, all forces that threaten the dominance of the evil powers that be.  The government would rather people be exposed to mediocre art that does nothing for people, only assuring their unquestionable obedience.  Generally commercial art is propaganda rather than a thought provoking medium.  Thought is the enemy of oppression.

Media tends to defocus your attention.  The ills and corruption of government and capitalism are concealed as if such matters are imaginary.  In the forefront is the trivial frivolous matters.  When the corporate and government elitists control the media, one is a fool to expect anything but muddled garbage saturated with half-truths.

Pirate radio is an awesome art form.  The uninhibited uncensored pirates produce wonderfully artistic programs.  Programs to stimulate the mind, not to muddle the mind.  In the United States of America, a person is a criminal because they operate a radio with red tape and try to use free speech.  Furthermore, the FCC has a lot to gain by seizing and raiding the stations of pirates.  Who is the villain and who is the hero when a person peacefully operates a radio and a tyrannical government bent on authoritarianism utilizes force on such a person?

Granted some pirate radio stations are juvenile mischief, but few if any commercial stations have ever broadcasted material with an iota the genius and creativity which pirates have maximized.  When a person is put in check by bureaucrats, they are going to be apprehensive to do anything whether right or wrong that will jeopardize a license.  It is easy to see how risky people are going to be under such a circumstance.  Pirates are willing to stick to their guns and tell us how it really is.  

It cannot be understated how dangerous this statist suppression is.  Furthermore, no one can say the FCC doesn’t suppress, I am total proof that it does.

Lyric Interpretation

Minor Threat “Screaming at a Wall”, from Discography,  Dischord Records, 1989.

“Screaming at a Wall” is about change and making a difference.  The wall is the enemy, society erected.  I believe the song is saying that it’s easiest and fastest impulse to bicker about something, but doing such is often very futile.  Real change comes from direct action.  The wall is a great metaphor because it illustrates the fact that a person can scream all they want, but the wall will not crumble without deeds.  Removal of the Wall is a great struggle for the righteous at heart, and I like the pledge given at the end “Someday I’m gonna use my hands” and when that happens the barrier to justice will be removed, but not until direct action is taken.  The morale is you can either complain or you can change the shit.

Anti Corporation Rant

Corporations have stolen our precious lives.  Big Business runs amok, making fools of us all.  I envision a life without the clout of Corporations.  

The agenda of big business is very vile.  Organizations founded for profit, and profit first and foremost deny individuals autonomy and initiate sheer dehumanization.  Corporations have a sinister grip on our destiny.  Their goal is to up the profit margin.  My goal is a life of freedom, creativity, and love.  

The profit motive, the dominating force of unfettered Capitalism deletes our soul energy.  The bludgeoning sword of capitalism taints innocence.  Corporations vulgarly advance profit at the expense of morality and fairness. 

 Corporations are the enemy.  Capitalism itself may be less carcinogenic, but it still is an ill system.  The heart of evil lies at the source of corporations.  A society posed for profit foremost is a society bent on the vile.  Such is our America today.

Such is our freedom today.  Freedom not for you.  Freedom for the elitist coup.  

Capitalist propaganda brainwashes us into acceptance.  We boast of our great capitalist nation.  How wrong we are!  Our nation is not great.  It is lackluster.  Our hearts are filled with propaganda so the cacophony of oppression goes unheard.  Race, Crime, and naturally economic conflicts stem from the disheartening setup of the capitalistic system.

The rhetoric declares capitalism to be a system of profound freedom.  Yes, granted to thee under capitalism is the freedom to exploit.  While capitalism exists, mankind can not posses totally true freedom.  A radical economic system, an alternative to capitalist oppression, is what is necessary to achieve a state of liberty. 

Capitalism devalues work.  It makes work drudgery.  The profit motive lurks in the heart of America like no other land on earth.  The profit motive, the great big ulterior motive, it sticks out like a sore thumb, yet uninformed ignorant anecdotes prevail, leading many believe America is the epitome of justice, truth, and freedom.  If you believe this, corporate America has really swindled you.  America is a vast wilderness of Capitalism, capitalism gone haywire.  A better way, there’s got to be.

To unsurp the power of Corporations is to liberate the masses.  The corporate game is a dangerous game, vying for greed and power.  Psychologically, capitalism teaches the concept of valuing secondary reinforcements (noting is ever more valued than money, the ultimate secondary reinforcement) , it conditions away the virtue of primary reinforcements and the virtue of life itself.  Your corporate masters cringe at the thought of oppression ending because it means less comfort to them.  

Perversely, corporations believe they have a divine right to hoard a wasteful surplus while others go without.  Who gave them the right to plunder?  Private property is theft, theft of mother earth, and who’s to say someone deserves more of mother earth than another?  Who’s to say one deserves the right to control everything, to own everything?  To own the means of other’s production is a sin, a great sin.  Mother earth grants us all the right to subsidence but not the right to hoarding.  Corporations love to hoard.  Greed is a sin.  Sin sin sin.  Not a virtue.  

Libertarians and other laissez fair capitalists will employ demagorory to petrify you about the evils of government encroachment, but this is a mechanism to safeguard elitist interest and profits, and your oppression.  Government evil sickens the loving hearts of Libertarians and sympathizers, but somehow never does the filth and the stank of Corporations dishearten Libertarians.  Libertarianism is a lie, it is a tool of the ruling class.  That’s why.

Under a democratic socialist government, the common man has little to lose but his shackles while the capitalist have their alluring oppressive capacity to lose.  Those hung up on the profit motive will find socialism wholly unfulfilling.  However, those whose aspirations for greatness are deeper, fuller, and richer than profit, will find socialism to be a bubbling stream of opportunity and happiness.  Socialism denies the convential wisdom that the freedom to hoard is an innate right.  Socialism takes care of man’s needs, abolishes the profit motive (not incentive to work harder, not everyone is paid the same in socialist society, people are paid in regards to quality of work and work actually done, a stunning contrast to capitalism), and allows man the opportunity to flourish.  If a socialist system becomes the antithesis to this dream, then it is not truly socialist.  Socialism say it is not okay for the many to struggle to make ends meet while the few hoard with reckless abandon.  

The freedom Libertarians boast of is simple naïve freedom.  Full all encompassing freedom stems from a different social order.  Libertarian freedom is a misnomer.  One needs to ask freedom for who and for what?  Freedom to pursue crass materialism concurrent with exploitation is Libertarian freedom.  

My vision of freedom is much more dynamic than paltry libertarian freedom.    Under my ideal, men are not given deity power over other men.  The pursuit of profit is really an unimportant privilege to be granted, but our Corporate society claims it is a numero uno freedom.  Corporations are an ugly beast, to be ugly is the nature of the beast.  Corporations are a coup of centralized power who yield an almost coercive power, equal in tenacity to that of government, just appearing far more subtle.  And such centralized power is the arch nemesis of liberty.  Libertarians, heed these words: Employ the full definition of liberty not a narrow limited definition and you will find corporate capitalism lacking.  Libertarianism is a corporate pig stamped lie!

Any economic system which decimates the value of man is a flawed wicked economic system.  Capitalism is not about you and me and fulfillment, but them and their profit.  Profit is the lifeblood of the corporate world, corporations exist solely for this profit.  While humanity exists for many reasons and profit is the least of them.  Freedom begins when profit drive ends.  Democratic socialism is the alternative.  

Profit existing signifies that man is not advanced enough to be altruistic.  The domination of profit intention is the death of altruism.  More corporations mean more craving for profit, and thus an uglier world.  

Mankind’s frontier is romantic.  Corporations are everything but romantic.  Granted, small scale capitalism may possess a certain degree of qualitative innocence, not so with Corporate Capitalism.  More oppressive of a system than Corporate capitalism is very hard to dream up.  Corporate capitalism is really no different than communism.  The subtle hand of corporate oppression attempts to mislead us as if oppression is not occurring at all.  The corporate dominance once engaged guarantees suffering for all, but a select few.  

Corporate capitalism destroys the purity in everything.  Nothing is pure is the capitalist arrangement because for every deed done, the profit motive lurks overhead.  The very capitalist structure is unjust.  None of this wishy washy regulation of capitalism.  Let’s demand democratic socialism but never communism, because it is the same as corporate America.  Oppose the lies of Libertarians and Corporate Biggie’s and salvage as much liberty as you can.

*Radio Free America, Tangerine Radio, and Andrew Yoder influenced some of the ideas here.
