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Books

Allen, Brooke


2006:
Moral Minority: Our Skeptical Founding 




Fathers.  Chicago: Ivan R. Dee.

Good stuff! A thoughtful look at our founding fathers’ religious views.  I'm persuaded that the figures profiled within (Adams, Hamilton, Washington, Madison, Jefferson, and Franklin) were not fundamentalist Christians, which to me makes sense and is also reassuring.  Some sources say otherwise, of course, so it boils down to what you want to believe, though I think in some cases it is clear certain individuals definitely were not Christian whereas in other cases, there is room for rational minds to disagree.  In this work, the author suggested Washington's views were hard to determine, though she believed he was a Deist or a Stoic.  

Bender, Sue


1989:
Plain and simple : a woman's journey to the 



Amish.  San Francisco : Harper & Row.

A neat cultural experiment.  I'm not sure I would view the Amish the way she does, but their way of life is worth reflecting upon.

Blanchard, Ken, Don Hutson and Ethan Willis.


2008:
The one minute entrepreneur : the secret to 



creating and sustaining a successful 




business.  New York : Currency Doubleday.

Inspiring and powerful.  This book confirms the lessons and insights I am already developing in regard to a life journey.

Canfield, Jack et al


2008:
Life lessons for mastering the law of 




attraction : 7 essential ingredients to 



living a prosperous life.

I enjoyed the real life stories from a diverse group of people which combined nicely with explanations of each principle.

Chapman, Gary


1995:
The Five Love Languages: How to Express 



Heartfelt Commitment to Your Mate.  Chicago: 


Northfield Publishing.

New ground!  An innovate explanation of Chapman's love typology based on the premise different people like love expressed in different ways.  It's all about seeing things from someone else's perspective, Chapman suggests.  I never ever considered how different people wanted to receive love, so the book is much needed at this juncture in my life.  I also appreciate how though the author is a devout Christian, he wrote a book that can be enjoyed by all since he does not hit you over the head with Christianity.  

Ciccone, Christopher with Wendy Leigh


2008:
Life with my sister Madonna.  New York, NY : 


Simon Spotlight Entertainment
I love it when people write exposes, intending for us to view the subject as detestable, but the opposite happens.  Thanks to Christopher, I learned some new things about Madonna that I find very appealing.  Sure Madonna like anyone else is not perfect, like they say, but this book failed at turning me against her (though it was interesting).

Dallman, William


1915:
John Hus: A Brief Story of the Life of the 



Martyr.  St. Louis, MO: Concordia Publishing 


House.

After watching a film about Martin Luther, I heard about John Hus for the first time and became inspired to learn more since I have been so interested in Martin Luther and people like him.  I purchased this longer biography and it was a little dry; I was looking for something a little less intense and I found it with this little book.

This work's only flaw is it is a little too short.  Otherwise, it does a fantastic job of giving a positive view of Hus's life, emphasizing the most important highlights of his life.

A nice touch was occasionally the author had snappy little comments about Hus's opponents.  Overall, I'm more inspired and got exactly what I wanted: a greater understanding of this great iconoclast.

Folan, Karyn Langhorne


2010:
Don't bring home a white boy : and other 



notions that keep black women from dating 



out.  New York: Gallery Books.

A beautifully touching defense of white male/black female interracial relationships.  Additionally, the work is intellectually stimulating and thought provoking, covering a broad range of topics related to this particular type of interracial dating.

George, Laura


2007:
Excuse me, your job is waiting : attract the 


work you want.  Charlottesville, VA : Hampton 


Roads Pub. Co.

A splendid book, applying the law of attraction to the specific area of work and labor.  I got insights into work and the law of attraction as well as some general job searching advice.  A nifty concept for a book!

Hall, Louis Brewer


1983:
The Perilous Vision of John Wyclif.  Chicago: 


Nelson-Hall.

I love absorbing information about heretics like John Wyclif.  Though I am not a Christian, I admire John Wyclif for standing up for truth when the Catholic Church was so powerful.  Some books of this type of subject are dry (I didn't get through a dry work on John Hus for example).  The author does a fabulous job not only on making the life of John Wyclif very readable and fascinating, but also provides some exceptional background information on the Middle Ages, the time period, in which Wyclif lived.  This background information not only is excellent for having a sense of perspective, but also it is interesting for its own sake.

Harris, Joshua


2000:
Boy Meets Girl: Say Hello to Courtship.  



Sisters, OR: Multnomah Publications.

Although a going a little too far, I do think the author's idea of how important it is to be thoughtful and morally upright when contemplating marriage and engagement is an important thing to do.  Interesting book.  Convicted without being judgmental.

Harris, Joshua


1997:
I Kissed Dating Goodbye: A New Relationship 



Toward Romance and Relationships.  Sister, 



Oregon: Multinomah Books.

Thought provoking.  Though I can't say I agree with Harris on everything, I do appreciate how his Calvinist perspective provides novel perspectives and food for thought.  It's laudable to challenge convention and that is precisely what Harris is doing here though he ultimately wants to go back to an older way.  Until I came across him and other Calvinists, I never thought too much about the institution of dating.  Harris makes a lot of valid points about contemporary dating and I have even considered courtship (it does have its virtues), though it is too impractical to implement in a world where even the vast majority of Christians accept dating.  Harris' argument is well thought out and well made, though probably too idealistic for this age especially.  An accessible yet stimulating book.

Losier, Michael


2009:
Law of Connection: The Science of Using NLP 



to Create Ideal Personal and Business 




Relationships.  New York: Hatchette Book 



Group.

One of the most useful and accessible neurolinguistic programming (NLP) manuals out there.  Full of practical information from cover to cover; I trust I can retain it all.  Stimulating and powerful!

Mandino, Og


1995:
The spellbinder's gift.  New York : Fawcett 



Columbine.

I do enjoy parables and this told a good story.  The main character seemed a bit over the top with his saintly personality; did he have any faults?

Margolis, Susan


1977: Fame.  San Francisco : San Francisco Book Co.

A thought provoking sociological view of fame.  A deep and also cynical look at the different types of fame as well as the various elements of fame.  The author argues television gave rise to our contemporary fame culture, and since this book was written long before the internet took off, as insightful as it is, there is much more to add about fame today in the 21st century.

Martenson, Marla


2008:
Excuse Me, Your Soulmate is Waiting.  




Charlottesville, VA : Hampton Roads Pub. 



Company. 

It's awesome to have books on the law of attraction pertaining to specific areas of life.  This work is not as meaty and in depth as the other books in the "Excuse Me, Your... Is Waiting" series, but still it is a great work.  Powerful!

Nhat Hanh, Thich


2006:
The Energy of Prayer: How to Deepen Your 



Spiritual Practice.  Berkeley, CA : Parallax 


Press.

I've been curious about what Buddhists mean when they say they pray since it's not the same as when Christians pray.  I basically shelved this thought, and this fitting book comes along.  Basically, Buddhist prayers can be considered the same as affirmations.  Helpful for understanding this matter.

Richardson, Michael


1987:
The Edge of Disaster.  New York : St. 




Martin's Press.

This book is intended to be an expose, but to me, I see it more as a cautionary tale about crazed wealth and deception.

Shaner, Lora


1999:
Madam: Chronicles of a Nevada Cathouse.  Las 


Vegas, Nev. : Huntington Press.

I'm sure most of us want to read a book like this for titillation; though this book does contain some, it is more of a sad book to me, because most of the prostitutes have sad lives.  Otherwise, it is very sociological in tone and the author is both emotional and reflective about her work.

Snair, Scott


2009:
The complete idiot's guide to power words.  



Indianapolis, IN : Alpha Books.

A good format and lots of intriguing linguistic food for thought and practical useful pointers.

Smith, James


2010:
Letters to a young Calvinist : an invitation 


to the Reformed tradition.  Grand Rapids, MI: 


Brazos.

An accessible way to get a better understanding of Calvinism.  Readable yet ever enriching and informative.  I loved how the author dealt with the nuances without being overly complicated.  The format is great!

Walters, Kerry


2011:
Revolutionary Deists: Early America's 




Rational Infidels.  Amherst, NY: Prometheus 



Books.

Good books about Deism are hard to find; in fact any books period about Deism are hard to find, so this was a great discovery.  Wanting to learn more about Deism, I tried going to Thomas Paine's “Age of Reason, but found that to be too focused on criticizing Christianity rather than telling what Deism is all about.  

This wonderful work served my purposes very well.  A good overview of Deism in general, while also showing the  various variations of it in the forms of the major deistic figures.  I found the book readable and stimulating.  It was informative without being too high brow.   The perfect thing to help me advance to the next level of my spiritual journey. 

Winemaker, Susan


2008:
Concertina : an erotic memoir of extravagant 


tastes and extreme desires.  New York : St. 



Martin's Press.

Proof that this type of thing can be done in a classy way.  A great narrative; erotic without being overly scummy.  Great to find this type of thing at the public library.

Audio

Lavigne, Avril


2011:
Goodbye Lullaby.  New York: RCA Records.

Moving, beautiful, emotional lyrics and music.  She keeps getting better and better.  An all around winner!

Video

National Film Perservation Foundation

Treasures III Program 3, Toil and tyranny / : social issues in American film, 1900-1934. produced by the National Film Preservation Foundation...

I loved this old films.  All but one were silent movies and I really appreciated that.  "The Godless Girl" was a box office failure, they say, but it was not only the best film in this fine collection, but a superb film altogether (a love story, but also a statement about the Bible Vs. Atheism dichotomy).  It is wonderful people are determined to preserve these old silent films, and I hope to see more of these soon.  Silent films are a lost art, and hey, I might be inspired to create some of my own silent films someday.

National Film Perservation Foundation

More Treasures from The American Film Archives 1894-1931: Program 3.  produced by the National Film Preservation Foundation.

Phenomenal!  These old films really hit the spot.  The very earliest stuff.  Silent movies are the best.  I am so thankful the National Film Preservation Foundation is preserving motion pictures from the very beginning of the invention of movies.  A fabulous collection providing a wonderful sampling of things put out in this period.

Columbia Pictures


1939:
Mr. Smith Goes to Washington.  Culver City, 



CA: Columbia Pictures.  

Of Course, this classic is an politically inspirational masterpiece.  I was pleased with how realistic it was; blending idealism and realism.

