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A Letter to the readers: 

WAY 

Hello, yes, this is number #10. I really like the direction that Catfish is going along with my other two zines, AnarchY, Humor, and Hate, a poetry zine, and Green Jean Humor, a satire zine. The date this issue is released is about. This zine is becoming a little more personal, which is good. I like the flexibility of this zine, especially compared to my other zines, which are not very flexible in format. I love my anything goes approach. I'm a senior, and high school is so fun, no not the work, but the social interactions and stigma. I wished I had another year for high school. I am becoming much more outgoing and extroverted which is way cool. Also, I suppose, college will have its advantages, but high school is loads of fun if you let it be. I try to make it as much fun as possible. And I'm eccentric, so it becomes more than just ordinary school. Zines are one of the coolest things in the world. Counter culture is cool as long as we keep the corporations 

and government out, ..-le' 11 al...lays be cool. I'll print letters if 

there's some good ones. Zines are cool. Well, take care, read all my zines or else. 

200 Things to Do Instead of War 

Feed the hungry 

Shelter the shelterless 

Listen to someone who needs it. Be a friend. 

Help an old lady across the street. Establish peace. 

Give someone a compliment. Care. 

Restore an old building. 

Help the ghetto recover. 

Ride a bike. 

Jog. 

Write a poem. 

Crank some kick ass music on a cool stereo system Help the mentally ill. Evade and rebel. 

Teach young children values and ethics. Eat a delicious meal. Play with your pets. 

Befriend the ostracized. 

Cry. 

Laugh. Sing. 

Behave in an unorthodox manner. Milk a cow. 

Run for political office as a Libertarian. Write your congress person. Fight racism. Fight sexism 

Boycott anyone or anything which deserves it. Commit an act of civil disobedience. Love someone. 

Donate money to your favorite charity. Recycle. 

Clean up toxic waste. Plant a tree. Care. 

Write a computer program. Talk on a ham radio. 

Telephone a lonely friend. Dance. 

Harvest some plants. Snap your fingers. 

Tie your shoe laces. 

Scream at the top of your lungs. Wrap presents. 

Understand a criminal. Shovel show. 

Open doors (metaphorically) Get married. Barter 

Work on a car. 

Volunteer in your local community. 

Pump water from a well. Visit a hospice. Call bingo. 

Get in touch with your self. 

Read some classic literature. Fight the IRS. 

Style your hair. 

Research something which always baffled you. Play sports (not Football). Sample vegetarian cuisine. 

Play in and around a dumpster. Squat an abandoned building. Joyride in an old junky car. Break beer bottles. 

Loiter at a loser store (like K Mart) 

Solicit literature and propaganda wherever it 

permitted. 

Do a witty and hilarious practical joke. Conduct an orchestra. 

Annoy an evil person. 

Encourage others to establish peace. 

74. Find ways to reduce and preferably eliminate the military. 

75. Defrock materialism. 

76. Initiate a DE FACTO drug elimination program. 77. Cringe at and expose evil. 78. Visit Cambodia. 

79. Retreat into nature. 

80. Look to your self instead of government. 81. Walk a dog. 

82. Learn to juggle 

83. Learn to playa musical instrument. 84. Meditate 

85. Click your heels. 

86. Pay your taxes with pennies. 

87. Endlessly complain and gripe about the government 

88. Open your mind. 

89. Send a telegram for any or no purpose. 

90. Compile lists about alternatives to war. 91. Shut off a television. 92. Rant. 

93. Read some kook literature. 94. Disrupt the status quo. 95. Start a zine. 96. Get a degree. 

97. Become an elector. 98. Vote. 

99. Bob for apples. 100. Oppose tyranny. 

101. Learn about natural hygiene. 

102. Quit the job, you always hated. 103. Defend your rights. 

104. Explore the internet. 105. Hop and skip. 

106. Resolve external and internal conflicts. 107. Become a designated driver. 108. Enrich yourself. 

109. Learn about a different culture. 110. Step into someone else's shoes. 111. Resist conformity. 

112. Influence someone to do cool stuff. 113. Write notes to your friends. 114. Do difficult math problems. 115. Oppose tyranny. 

116. Buy indie music. 117. Act goofy. 

118. Ponder life's mysteries. 

119. Do scientific experiments. 120. Debate a hot issue. 121. Call a plumber. 122. Do homework. 

123. Alienate the masses. 124. Fight preppieness. 125. Use your brain. 

126. Go to some stalls on a farm and "horse around". 

127. Learn about Libertarianism. 

128. Search for alternatives to economics. 129. Defrock authoritarianism. 

130. Research the origins of punk music. 

131. Get a copy of every issue of Catfish, Anarchy, Humor, and Hate, and Green Jean Humor. 

132. ~e cd's with your friends. 133. Go to a hip coffee house. 134. Learn a new trick. 

135. Wear bowling shoes to school. 136. Add a chain to your wallet. 

137. Clamor about all the attention the football team gets at your school. 

138. Count to 1,000, then bicker. 

139. Stare at something which deserves to be stared at. 

140. Allow your right hemisphere to dominate completely. 141. Develop a hypothesis. 

142. Disprove some well known scientific fact. 143. Gather a bucket full of goat vomit. 144. Observe a satanic ritual. 145. Use a protractor. 146. Shock the world. 

147. Wear the same shirt for over 2 weeks. 

148. Wear a different shirt to each class during one school day. 

149. Rewire something. 

150. Become dissatisfied with something that is imperfect. 151. Fold a piece of paper in half more than 8 times. 

152. Buy a really cheap car, then really screw around with it. 153. Cause grief for local merchants. 

154. Testify at a trial you have no knowledge of. 

155. Introduce your a friend to your other friends. 156. Become angered at chauvinists. 157. Improvise. 

158. Spit on the white house lawn. 

159. Go to city hall, and demand to see the mayor. 160. Leave the cat in the bag. 

161. Cuss and swear in an unique and original manner. 162. Buy yogurt. 

163. Squat an old building. 

164. Spit on the white house lawn. 

165. Encourage your senator to filibuster a lousy piece of legislation. 

166. Keep a promise. 

167. Stand up for what's right. 

168. Fuck with military suppliers. 

169. Encourage the military to not kill, but still maintain it's strict training and discipline. 

170. Use subliminal messages. 

171. Read about the damage done because of war. 

172. Attempt to eradicate idiotic gangsta rap from the planet. 173. Deny pleasure to those who persecute and ostracize you. 174. Get a trim, not a haircut. 175. Visit an elderly person. 

176. Look for ways to extend your life as long as possible. 177. Pace back and forth. 

178. Build an extremely high and unstable building for the coolness of it. 

179. Find a rock in a hard place. 

180. Use a clever and well placed pun 181. Attempt to weaken Corporations. 182. Put fliers on a wall. 

183. Mosh all by yourself, without hurting yourself. 184. Glorify life. 

185. Show someone the way. 

186. Visit a junkyard and scavenge it. 

187. Look for faults in a tenement and become angered at the oppressive landlord. 

188. Try to count all those who were killed in a war. 189. Hang a rotten person in effigy. 

190. Break a crappy piece of merchandise. 191. Revise a error ridden document. 

192. Block out thinking which will have a detrimental effect on yourself. 

193. Use weapons for target shooting, not killing. 

194. Clinch a playoff birth in your high school sport. 195. Strongly oppose the preppie lifestyle. 196. Explore the unknown. 

197. Say something "rules" 

198. Create a new style of music 

199. Confuse the enemy. 

200. Find a good cause and help it however you can. 

Reviews

Music

Rage Against the Machine, Evil Empire, Epic, 1996. 

To categorize this album into a specific genre, is a difficult task, but, I would have to say it leans heavy towards rap orientation. However, this music is way, way too cool to be considered mere rap. Besides, the lyrics are much too intelligent and powerful to be confused with run of the mill rap. However, if this album was considered rap, it would bring much needed integrity and intelligence to the rap community. This music is so cool. You’ll wonder where they come of with such unique radical sounds. The bass of this album is not nearly as good as most rap cds, but it's somewhat decent. Most of the songs are pretty catchy, and the singer really puts a lot of energy and anger into his singing. The messages expressed in the lyrics are tremendous, despite the fact that the lyrical style is too abstract for me. About the only song, which I can fully comprehend the meaning of, is "VietNow" , which is about manipulation in our communication systems, which is also consequently, probably the coolest song on the album. Other cool songs which really stand out include "Bulls on Parade", "People of the Sunil, and "Year of tha Boomerang". Yes some words, are hip hop, but still the entire product is a wonderful piece of political and societal commentary. The hip hop words add coolness to it. This album will put any "rap" album to shame. This album is good for your head, rap is not. On the sleeve, there is a picture of a lot of cool books, which you may want to read. I am wondering why so many losers at our school like this band. Rage Against the Machine is very popular, but they are still cool. I don't think I ever heard them on the radio, however, I know a couple of their songs are on MTV. By the way, I wore my Rage Against the Machine shirt for 11 school days in a row as because there was something between me and a friend. Consequently, a lot of people made a big deal about it, and I got made fun of. This album is very versatile and has a lot to offer. I guess it probably has something for everyone. 

NoFX, Liberal Animation, Epitaph, 1991. 

Hey, it took only 2 days to record, mix and produce this album. But, it does not sound crappy, it sounds pretty cool. In fact, it sounds really cool, one of the best cds I have. Simplicity is definitely a virtue on this fantastic album. It is professional, but just simple. It sounds wonderful. These songs have an extra kick to them. Fat Mike's voice is totally awesome on this album, and since there is a lack of effects, he must really let his voice dominate and shine. This album's music is very genuine and honest. This album was produced in the true punk spirit. The main theme of this album is vegetarianism, and the band's opposition to it. Some of the opposition is intelligent, and most of it is logical in that 3rd grade kind of way. The music is so cool, that if you are a vegetarian, your convictions will be weakened greatly. Hey, have vegetarians ever made music half as cool as this? I don't know if it's a coincidence or not, but I use to be strongly heading towards vegetarianism, then I listened to this album several times, then I become a lot more apathetic. There's actually only like 3 songs about vegetarianism, and only 2 which majorly focus on that subject, "Shut Up Already", and "Vegetarian Mumbo Jumbo". "Freedumb" is an extremely cool song, even though it's short, like under a minute. NoFx are definitely true punk rockers, and this album reinforces that idea. This album sounds very different from their other albums, so you really can't compare it. 

Bad Religion, Against the Grain, Epitaph, 

1990 

Oh my, this album kicks ass! It is just another example why Bad Religion rules. This album will knock your socks off. It's harsh yet beautiful. It's mean, yet friendly. It is as powerful as hell, yet as soothing as a gentle lullaby. It's so damn cool. This is definitely punk rock at its best. Greg Graffin was such wonderful vocals, even if his voice is a little raspy. You won't find a better combination of speed and melody, I guarantee, Bad Religion are punk rock heroes. Even if they did go corporate, they still rule in my book. In fact, I use to think Dead Kennedys rule, but they cannot compare to Bad Religion's greatness. I think I like this album better than "Stranger Than Fiction" and better than their old stuff, but it probably isn't as good as "The Gray Race", that is coolest album ever released, both lyrically and musically. Against the Grain is no slacker in any sense of the word. It is full blown all the way. The lyrics are very thought provoking, and somewhat abstract, but not too much so. The lyrics get you to think, not so much that you can't possibly comprehend their meaning, but just enough to prevent outright bluntness. The topics mainly covered through the lyrics are nature, evolution, man, religion and similar things. And, man those background vocals are awesome. About half the songs are written by Mr. Brett and the other half is written by Greg Graffin. Naming a favorite song on this album is a difficult task. I don't think there is even one song I do not like. There are very few Bad Religion songs, in general,that I do not like. Really cool songs include "Modern Man", "Flat Earth Society", "Entropy", "Faith Alone", "God Song", "Against the Grain", "Walk Away", and "21st Century Digital Boy". There is a little distortion to give the beautiful melody, a sharper edge, and the blend is quite wonderful. All the songs are pretty depressing in tone, but cool and pretty as well. All these songs are very catchy and are the types of songs, you'll be singing all the time. Greg Graffin sings awfully fast, but his vocals are not slurred or distorted. Cool cover design. Simpl8, but brilliant. An excellent album to crank full blast in your car, or even to go to sleep to. It is that versatile. Unique as hell, and unable to duplicate. A great standout to average run of the mill punk rock. This is one powerful album. Like my friend, Aaron W says, Bad Religion are definitely punk rock gods. No one can ever be even nearly as cool as they are. 

Dead Kennedys, Give Me Convenience or Give Me Death, Alternative Tentacles, 1987. 

This album is a wonderful collection of Dead Kennedys' B sides, rarities and other cool songs, and even a few non song bits. Jello Biafra, did an excellent job compiling these songs. The selections are very diverse, and are an excellent representation of the Dead Kennedys legacy. There are quite a few more slow songs than normal, but there are definitely the faster songs too. I really like the theme communicated through the lyrics, and most of these songs have a cool cynical edge. This is an album, which I feel a lot of preppies in our school should listen to. Great anti preppie songs include "Too Drunk to Fuck", "Life Sentence", "Insight", "Holiday in Cambodia" "Man With the Dogs" and "Straight A's". Other cool songs are "Police Truck", "I Fought the Law", "California Uber Alles", "Pull My Strings", and "The Child and His Lawnmower". There is a lot of depth in the songwriting, and I can say "I hear ya, Jello", even if cross country teammates have said that the music is themeless. The lyrics laugh at people who are laughing at us, but do not know the joke is really on them. I absolutely do not like "Saturday Night Holocaust" and "The Prey". The songs are way too slow, I mean, "The Prey" is very very slow, and the lyrics to the two songs are way too abstract for me. This is album is one of the DK's most unique and unusual, and it has a lot to offer. In some ways, it is a lot different than other DK's stuff, but in other ways, it really embodies their style.. I'm really glad Jello put this together after the band broke up, so we could have one last album including less known DK songs, plus whatever was in the imagination of Jello Biafra, (something always amazing). 

Less Than Jake, PezCore, Dill Records, 

This is probably the first Ska album which wasn't straight Ska that I listened to, I mean this is a punk Ska. Oh boy, I really do like this style, or the band. I hope I don't generalize about Ska music, just because of this band, but it may be hard not to. I guess, NoFX's Heavy Petting Zoo is Skaish, so I don't know. Well, I really like this album. It's happy and upbeat, even if it lacks a punk edge. And there is even one or two songs which are total punk, but these aren't nearly as cool as the other ones. I just love how they can blend saxophones, trumpets, guitars, and drums. Even though the trumpet can get very slightly annoying at times. The lyrics are short and many are simplistic, but they do have some good messages. There are a lot of fun songs. The singer has a pretty cool voice and he can blend it with the music. He can sing well, but not too well, if you know what I mean. I think you could almost dance to a lot of this, which is rare in the punk style. I guess, Less Than Jake is one of the premier Ska bands, and I can see why. Maybe Less Than Jake can really get me interested in this style. What does the name mean? I thought this album was very cool, and a lot better than ordinary run of the mill generic punk rock. 

Zines

Maximum Rock N' Roll, PO Box 464760, San Francisco, CA, 94146-0760 

This is a very thick newspaperish bible on punk rock. It is very extensive, and has excellent coverage of the indies, which you will not find many other places. The columns have interesting and informative views from many aspects of the punk world. Even a little death metal and heavy metal is covered. A lot of semi obscure ads, so this is a good place to get a lot of information about lesser known bands. A lot of intelligent and well thought out articles. The reviewers make their reviews very pleasurable reading, not boring "This sucks, this is good" type of stuff. I seem to get the impression that this zine is more concerned with the punk philosophy than the music, but most often both become intertwined. A refreshing alternative to the mindless, boring corporate magazines, out there.

Don't Say Uh -Oh #19, Maria Goodman, 3328 Poplar St, Port Huron, MI, 48060, $1.00 + 2 stamps, or a trade 

Very cute, and often borders the cheesy, but the writing is very entertaining, light, and upbeat. A bunch of tales from Maria's personal life, which aren't too deep, just fun and even normal. However, Maria does and excellent job of making the mundane become exciting, like many zinesters can do. #19 is full of a bunch of stories and also an interesting analysis of Maria's refrigerator's content, plus the character traits of some of her acquaintances. Typical, but well written and lively. Personal, yet not terribly intimate. 

Books

Libertarianism in One Lesson, David Bergland, 6th edition, Orpheus Publications. 1993 

Perhaps, the best introductory primer to the political philosophy of Libertarianism. Concise, yet exhaustive. Written at the level of the intelligence of an average adult. Libertarianism is explained in full, covering many topic areas. Reading this wonderful book, will give someone the insight of the libertarian field of thought, and one will see that this philosophy is logical, unique, and morally right. Highly persuasive in clear simple English. There is no knee deep rhetoric, just basic and easy lessons. Easily read in one session, this book is highly recommended to all interested in Libertarianism and / or those who are discouraged with other political schools of thought. If nothing else, this book will cause one to gain an understanding of Libertarianism, even if one does not come into full agreement. In the back, there are a couple of very useful appendices for those who need to learn more. Very straight forward, one thing is for damn sure, this is the book which won me over to Libertarianism, and I cannot think of a better book to get a good grasp on Libertarianism. 

How to Disappear Completely and Never Be Found Again, Doug 

Richmond, Citadel Press, 1986 

I always love how to books with interesting premises such as this one. I never actually desire to implant the suggestions, I just read the books for the hell of it. My sister thought this was a magic book, about the art of disappearance, however, it is a book about the art of running away, hiding, and becoming untraceable. The plans are not heavy or complicated, just simple down to earth suggestions that a normal person with extra determination could actually carry out. It is real interesting to imagine a person actually doing this. There is a real cool typeface, not elaborate or fancy, just that kind of typeface which makes reading easy. Almost everything in the realm of disappearing is covered. Even "pseudoside", which is giving someone the idea that you are dead. 

--------------

Notes

Notes are so very cool. Notes rule. I absolutely love notes. I really love to write notes, because I really love to write, anyways. But even more, I love reading notes. There is just something special about notes. I mean there is just something special in notes, that isn't in speech or conversation. I can express myself really well in notes, but occasionally have some difficulty expressing myself verbally. I love to write notes to my friends. _And I really love to read their responses.

And the subjects have varied from political,___, societal, and mainly, especially, mostly, and particularly, personal. This year I have become a much more personal type of guy. Sure, I still love politics, but I am now much more into personal relations. And my note writing reflects this. Few people like to write notes as I do 

.Yes, most people ~1Ke ~o read notes, but they find the effort of writing a note too difficult. My friend, Aaron Wallrich, doesn't like to read or write notes, but if you give him a note, he will read it and most likely write a response. I've noticed that a lot of guys don't like to write notes. Why? They are certainly missing out. Notes are so fun! It is indeed a thrill and a treat to get a note from a friend. I really prize my notes. I got my notes in a shoebox, which is an idea, I borrowed from my friend, Angela Hendricks, whom I write lots and lots of notes to. I think some of problems of guys is the fact they are too macho and not emotional or sensitive enough, and art, i.e. writing is often viewed as feminine or anti- macho. I feel that guys should write notes. Writing notes about your thoughts and feelings to a friend is very therapeutic. You can really get in touch with yourself and others. Notes are so very personal. I mean, many people will say stuff to you, but few will actually write out a note. So usually when someone writes you a note, you can assert that they are associating with you at a high emotional level, and they probably like you. Is there such a thing as mean notes?'~o one sends notes to their enemies, do they? Notes are an ex~e1lent vehicle to collect your thoughts. They can become the vocalization of your innermost thoughts and desires like they have been for me. They are just some things which you can't or don't want to say directly to a person's face especially and particularly in public, like during school, so you must then write a note. Writing has sometimes been almost like a personality transformer for me. Really not anymore, but mainly in the past. I used to not be able to communicate my thoughts and feelings very well to people, but now I have improved 100%. However, I have a much more easier time communicating myself through notes. It's cool when you give someone a note and they say "Thank you", but in essence they are doing you a favor. You took the time to write a note and you'd appreciate it if they read it, but if they enjoy the note, then it is a pleasure, so it's really not a favor then. People who don't write notes can't fully comprehend the virtues of notes. They do not understand the motives or reasons for writing notes or the joys of notes. I mean most people will probably assume that if a guy writes a girl a note, then it is a love letter. Man, they are so naive and shallow. I have written notes to most of my lady friends and to one of my guy friends. So these people are often so off base, it’s not even funny. Preppies are like that, so often off base. My notes are often very long. One or two pages notes are a rarity for me. Usually my notes are like 6 to 8 pages long. But I often write much longer notes. Most of my notes are written to my good friend, Angela Hendricks. And my very longest notes have gone to her. live written her like 20 and 30 page notes. And many times over 10 page notes are there. My longest note to Angela or anyone has been 32 pages. I never type my notes. I always write in pen, never pencil, which is different because most of my previous writing was done on computer, but now as I have less and less time, I do more writing for zines and things by hand, because then I can always squeeze some writing in now and then. I don’t have to be at a computer. I can write in short blocks if I have to. I got one friend, Carrie Hilden, who from every note I received from her was typed. I probably should type my notes because I have such messy handwriting. ~ of my teachers, except my gym teacher, of course, have commented on my bad handwriting this year. It appears that I have no shortness in train of thought. I can write on and on and on. Many times, I feel I can write forever on anything and many times I close notes early for lack of time, not lack of thoughts. There is just so much I got to say to my friends. And my thoughts can be so fast, that it’s almost impossible to write them all down or keep up with my thinking. So often everything I want to write, I don’t get it all, because thoughts go in and out of my head. However I feel, I do usually get the most important stuff down. My notes take such a long time to write. The real real long ones take a few hours I estimate. And the moderate ones take an hour or more to write. But the funny thing is, it seems that I write constantly, almost non stop. So it’s strange why it takes so long. Maybe time just passes by so fast? Writing notes does take a substantial time out of your day and away from homework and other things. But I feel it is very worth it. It is so much easier to attack a note, than a homework assignment, even homework assignments I somewhat like. But of course, this is only logical, right? I feel if something is important enough, you'll find time to squeeze it into your schedule. I write a note to someone, mainly Angela every day. In fact, there has been quite a few days which I have written notes to 2 people, and even a couple of days which I wrote notes to 3 people. Sometimes, with more than one note in your pocket, things can get confusing. You must be sure to hand the right note to the right person. I have had this paranoid feeling that sometime I would give the wrong note to the wrong person. Depending on which note, I mixed up, the results would vary. God, it would be awful if I gave the wrong note to a person and the note I gave to the person talked about the person in it. Actually, if the note was congenial, I think a mix up would be kinda funny. But when you come down to it, there's few things I'd rather read than a good note. Even angry or sad notes are fun to read. Sometimes things written can affect you more than if they were actually said. I've even written notes during class. Yes, this is difficult to do, especially, when you are trying to pay attention also, but believe me, it is possible. My friend, Angela, has read a note, written and response AND paid attention in class. Now's that's impressive! But what is real hard is writing notes and taking notes in class at the same time. But it is definitely possible. I've done it. But what's cool about writing a note, when you are suppose to be taking class notes is the fact you are writing and the teacher will then naturally think you are doing the work and not think anymore of it. Yes, the best time to write notes is when you are suppose to be doing some writing. A few times, I have gotten the fear if I write a note in class, when I'm not suppose to be, that the teacher will catch me and read it in front of the class. This would suck because my notes are so personal. Especially, with my algebra teacher, Mrs. Osborn, because she's always interested in me and what I'm doing. But I guess, most of my teachers are pretty decent, though. I guess most of the time, my classmates don't know or don't care that I am writing a note, but sometimes in algebra, people will notice. And one person in particular gets real nosy and always thinks I'm reading or writing a note from my "girlfriend". Yes I do write notes to girls, but not to a "girlfriend". I don't have a girlfriend. But if I did, I would write her tons and tons of cool notes. But it would be hard to top the notes I wrote to my friends, but oh well. If not in quantity, maybe in quality. But even though writing allows you to collect your thoughts, I still think notes should flow freely. I don't think notes should be contrived. I think they should be an extension of yourself, not an avenue to create a phony you which looks good. When you think about it, you could probably write a note about anything to anyone. When I got my first note this year, it was such a cool feeling. I mean, I never got notes before, so the first one \~as real exciting. So maybe someone else feels the same way, when I give them a note from me. A part of notes I like is that you can often feel the sense that the person is talking directly to you. It is a special weird feeling. The best points are made through writing and especially notes. Notes can be used to apologize or clarify things. I have used them for such things before. Notes can be and usually are pretty intimate. Notes can start and start strength relationships. I have built a relationship or two through notes. Sometimes, I write notes when I am so tired; because I feel it is so necessary. Sometimes it is hard to write notes, when you are tired, but you still got to do it. However, it is easier to write notes when you are not tired, and are able to think clearly. But also, notes are on such easy topic, usually on your personal life, that's it's very possible to write them when you are tired. However, when you write notes to 

argue a point, like I have often done, you must be thinking clearly. And many times, through notes is the best way to argue a point. Ideas will pop up, that you didn't think of at the time of conversation. With notes, you don't have to be as quick of a thinker, that you could be in conversation. You don't have think on your feet, you can wait, until that brilliant idea comes into your head. And if your mind goes blank, you don't look dumb like you could in conversation, you just wait until your mind comes up with something good to write. Also I cannot fold notes well. I do fold notes in wrong but it is so hard to fold thick notes, especially when they must go in your pocket, and my pockets are always full of things like pen, pencils, calculator, wallet, brush, and adding notes can bulk them up more. Just try folding a 20 page note, and you'll see what I mean. I think any note over 12 or 14 pages will be very thick and difficult to fold. Some say that writing notes is a waste of paper, but I feel the paper used is justifiable. I feel writing notes is a great use of paper. A cool thing about notes is they are often spontaneous and not planned. They are often chaotic and random. They don't have to follow grammar rules and procedures. They are as informal as you want. In many ways, they are very much like zines. Yes, notes can let you communicate your thoughts, but more importantly, they let you communicate your feelings. Notes are a tool of the heart. What better way to let someone know how you feel, than by a note. Sure, many times telling the person is the best way, but telling them isn't always practical. Notes are a very right brained activity, and that's one reason why I like them so much. It seems that in notes, that I can never say all I want to say. I often end notes prematurely, before I say all I want. However, it is nearly impossible to say everything I want, but I feel I usually get down the most important stuff, stuff I must get off my chest. Writing notes is a good thing to do, even sometimes when you're mad. If you are mad at a person, who you are writing a note to or about, sometimes writing a note is a good idea. That way you probably won't totally erupt, and it's a good way to cool off some. Writing is often a stress reliever, and it is a good way to vent anger. After all, in conversation, you can yell, or change your voice, but these extremes cannot be experienced to the full effect in a note. If you are mad at someone, don't blow up at them, cool down, and write a note. On the other hand, sometimes writing can even make you more upset. It has done this to me. But I usually prefer writing notes than blowing up at someone. For some things, you absolutely must write a note. Like a thank you note for example. Saying thank you is not enough, you must put it in writing. then you put something in writing, people know you are serious. It takes much more effort to sit down and write something than to just say it. Also notes are a tangible reminder and keepsake of your relationships. Spoken words can be forgotten most likely, even most significant ones. But if your write notes, you will always have a permanent record of your relationships. Notes can be reread and reread. You can always relive a wonderful message in a note, but a verbal message can only be experienced once. What is funny, that sometimes when I write notes, I get major responses to things which I felt weren't primly important or significant. Often times what I feel is important in a note, and what someone else feels is important are two different things. Notes legitimize emotions and expressed thoughts. Sometimes I write my notes in cool colors like purple, red, or green. But the color has nothing to do with my emotions. There is no correlation between my emotions and color choice. I guess I use whatever is handy, or what I think looks cool. There have been times when my emotions have shifted during the writing of a note, so the color for emotion idea won't work then. I have used more than one color for one individual note before, usually because ink in one ran out or maybe because I couldn't find the pen I started writing with. Besides, I always have lousy luck with pens. Almost all of my pens go dry real quick. I must be jinxed. Just think of all the ways you could fold a note. You cold bend it, twist it, and fold it in so many ways. I used to stuff notes in my books which I got from other people but a note or two fell out of my books and I had a fear someone would read them. Like in Physics one time, a note dropped out of my book and was lying on the floor for like 20 minutes. I don't really pass notes during class. I guess, sometimes, I write a note in class and hand it to the person, but I never pass it to others to pass to the target person. I frankly don't trust most of the people. However, I have given notes to my friends to give to other friends. Especially since a lot of my friends and I don't have classes together so I don't see them everyday so I must give the note to someone who does see them everyday. I wonder if it is possible to write a boring note. I've never received one, and I'm pretty sure none of mine have been boring; because most people read my notes with much zeal. Hey, my notes are always read, so if they were boring, why would they be read? Also when you write long notes like over 10 pages and people read them, you're almost sure the note is interesting, because 10 pages is a lot to read if something is boring. Sometimes though, it does seen what someone says has more power and clout than that they write. Sometimes it seems that people more easily remember what I say than what I write. Regardless of the fact, that I'm a much better writer than I am speaker, I guess people, just have a psychological advantage to remembering conversation over writing. I believe notes are purely youth thing. It is difficult if not impossible to imagine adults writing and exchanging notes at work. In fact I have a difficult time imagining people writing notes in college. I guess it's a high school and under thing. That's really too bad, that adults don't do this. This is one way in which growing up is bad. I am 18 years old, so I am really on the bubble of being a child and an adult. I want to preserve my youth and writing notes is one such way to do this. It would seem that 

it would take more maturity and sophistication to write a note, so we should write more notes as we get older, but we don't. This is just another way that adults don't have fun and their "maturity" makes them stubborn. Things like this make me much more eager to stay a child. They are many people who don't like to \~rite. Many people hate writing in general and hate to write stories, essays, 

and poems. Ho\~ever, they are people who hate to write anything else, but still like to write notes. Kind of like all those non writers who write long letters to the editor. With many people you could not pay them $50 to write a poem, but they may in fact pay you to write a note. I guess with notes, it just seems natural and painless, in direct contrast to other writing. Usually most writing I do is painless, even many times school writing is painless, but many non writers love to write notes. For example there are tons and tons of people who write notes, but very few who start a zine. Poems, essays, and stories, are usually directed to the masses or many people, but notes are directed to usually one person. However, there has been times, one time in particular, where I \~anted to write a note to two people (one note) but I guess I just \~rote 2 nearly identical notes instead. But a note to a group \~ould not be a bad idea. My note writing has elevated to 

such an extent that the following situation. .a~es To ~~~riend, Angela, I 've wrtten so many notes to her, that 

I have started using a notebook to correspond our notes in. I think this is such a cool idea. We are passing the notebook back and forth, and we are having our other friends write in it also. 

Consequently, my sister started writing a notebook with one of her friends at about exactly the same time that we started. I have a feeling our notebook is going to fill up fast, even though it is 180 pages long. Hopefully, a lot of our friends will write in it. We also draw and make pictures and stuff in it. I've even made a advertisement of sorts of my cool zines. I've only had to tear up a note I \~rote once, because I didn't like the tone, not the context, so I altered the slant and rewrote it. Some of my notes have been viewed as hostile, then I intended them to be nice. I guess it's just the way people take them, or perhaps, something's on their mind on that day. It is much easier to ignore a question asked inside a note than in the midst of conversation. Even if you beat someone silly trying to get them to answer a question asked in a note, they can still ignore it, but in a conversation, you can force them to confront it. Also notes are great to ask people questions, which require thought. Some questions should be pondered, not blatantly blurted out. Notes are such a wonderful thing. I love them. I love them. I love them. Notes really really rule. I probably should have written more about them than I did, but oh well. More time for writing notes. I do write notes more often than I write in zines, but I am curious as to which is more noble or more fulfilling. Perhaps, they are both so in their 

own ways. Notes really do rule. They make school very 

interesting. Even though school is pretty awesome in itself, not the work so much, but just the wonderful social interaction that a teenager can have between peers and teachers, especially a very eccentric teenager like myself. I wonder if any guys share my passion for notes, or any girls for that matter. I hate to generalize, or seem sexist, but that's the way.I’ve seen it. I have been surprised by notes, like one time a friend, Jenn N, let me borrow a cd, and I found a note inside it, which  was very cool. And it was weird because for some reason I opened the case at school and saw a note in it, at first I thought it was a note to or from someone else, accidentally left in the cd, but, then when I read it, I realized it was to me. Just think about when you grow up and you have such wonderful notes to share with people. Notes will bring back such fond memories of my high school years. High school is your last chance to be a child, and like I said before writing notes is a really a child thing. But you never know, maybe some cool people will appreciate notes in college, but I bet most especially seniors, Juniors, an sophomores. Notes are for intelligent people in essence. I can imagine ignorant and stupid people writing cool notes, even though they write notes sometimes. But I guess the real stupid people don't write notes at all. Some people make a big deal over notes, than they really are. Take notes for what they are. A few times, I've even wrote notes on scraps of paper, which \~ere usually just short questions and comments. Yes, preps often write notes, but so what. Even a major crime like this, will in no way deter from notes greatness. I'm sure there are other things which preps do, but still are cool anyways. Like preppies eat, and eating is cool. But preppies notes must really suck, they are nothing in comparison of coolness to our notes. Their notes are probably about shallow and superficial things, which is bad. My friend Angela is really really cool, so she deserves lots and lots of notes with tons of complements in them. She rules in my book. She is so damn cool. 

Sure notes can be lighthearted and fun, but not ways which degrade the very coolness of which notes are. I often am nosy and dig through my friends bags and stuff and I've even found notes in there. However, I respected my friend's privacy and did not read the notes. However, I nosed through everything else though. Notes can be a diverse as the people who write them, naturally. Notes are so very very cool. Notes do deserve an essay written to them, and hopefully I have done a just job. I hope you the reader have not taken the wonderful nuances of a note for granted, and if so, hopefully this essay will help reinforce your appreciation. Maybe, you'll start writing notes just because of this essay. Maybe, who knows? Notes rule. Notes rule. Notes rule. Notes rule. Notes rule. 

