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Dear, dear readers: 

April 1, 

1997 

How's it going for everybody? I hope it's going well. I do. As a general rule of thumb, if someone likes me, they are cool. Think and reflect about how well you really are doing. A zine is an awesome thing to have, and if you are requiring a creative venture, a zine should be mighty suffice. Create something please! Constructiveness is a virtue few engage in. Zines are so damn easy to write. You would not believe how simplistic and what some of the focuses of zines are. I wish I had more zines in my collection and I had more access to zines. I wish I had more readers. Please share my zine with others. Everyone should have equal right to be misdirected. Read my other two zines, Green Jean Humor, and Anarchy, Humor, and Hate. I'm cool, and I wish other people saw it the same way. I don't really expect you to start a religion with my zines as being the objects of worship, but if you did, I don't know if I would exactly complain. My features are pretty damn smooth. You best be liking them. I just told my stepbrother that "it is colder than a mug". Send me trades, comments and other cool shit. I hope this intro isn't boring like most intros can often be. Start a zine which contains intros from other zine publishers. I wish I had a printing press then I could really crank out the zines. My ideas and writings need to inflict the masses. So, if anyone has an older (or newer) printing press which they would like to donate to me, I would be glad to accept it. If you are a new zinester and would like to have an awesome person like me appraise your work, I'd be more than happy too. I best be hearing good stuff, and if you flatter me enough, I may cease my feeble attempts at humor and join a convent. I have good taste, and my writing reflects it. I should ramble extra long to aggravate you. Please don't abuse my zine or use it incorrectly. I would be repulsed if you recycle the blasted things. Use nazi zines as scratch paper, not my zine. Writing rules and general creativity even rules more. If I could play an instrument and write music, then I would be even cooler than I am now. Woah, that would rule, I could put my poetry to music, and I could possibly be in a band. The day I stop creating is the day I stop living. Creating is essential to the life process. It is inherent within us. Don't doubt yourself, try your hand at creation. Creation is a very fulfilling thing to do. You can sit back and marvel at yourself and become greatly thrilled. Creation is noble, indeed. Hey, we're all laden with flaws, so it is futile to expect that a created work would be perfect. Hey, even my work isn't perfect. Praise your artists out there. Art is awesome. Just think about how boring this world would be if there was no art in it. Not everyone is good at creating the same thing the same way, so one must really search and carve out their niche. I think I do a mighty good job handling my 3 zines all by myself, sure another assistant would help things quite a bit, and an artist to draw things would be quite an asset. So, if you would like to draw for any of my zines, please let me know. If you are a radical distributor and you would like to distribute my zine more widely than it is now, please scream and holler at me until your face is black and blue. Let me know what you like and what you don't like, and if you are really special, I may even consider your suggestions. Well, I best be going now so I wish the greatest luck to my readers out there. Always remember to never waste a wrong number, if someone calls your house and it is the wrong number, always say something witty! Have fun and take care. 

The Catfish Survey 

I posed the following questions to various people at my school and home. It was interesting to see what responses I got. One kid in my college algebra class, Dan Booker, thought these were totally strange, however, I myself felt that these questions could have been a bit more peculiar. However, with this survey, the cool part is not the questions, but the answers. People vary so much, so it rather intriguing to discover what their replies will be. This is the first survey I have ever done for this zine, so if there are deficiencies or idiocies, be gentle with me since I am a novice at survey making and taking. I should sometime survey survey takers or surveyors. Results rule. I got a fairly decent cross section of characters to respond. I had 13 questions, I wonder what that means. Maybe I should have asked a teacher or two. Hmm. Or I could have called random people on the telephone. That would have been plenty fascinating, but I didn't. Maybe I will in the future. I could have even went door to door or stopped people on the street. I could have went to churches or businesses or mason lodges. Ask your local Mason if you can join their lodge free of charge to see how they will respond. Play with the sacred chivalry which your neighborhood mason has in his den. Defrock the bunk of masonic fraternity. Just one day out of the blue walk into that wiley masonic lodge and start talking to people, or if you are really bold, start acting obnoxious or hollering insults. I wish I knew more about the Masons. I wish I could see their secret society activities. Call your local public access television channel and attempt to get a program about Masons. Slant it however you deem fit. Interview a mason. Sing a Death Metal song to a Mason. Loiter in front of masonic lodges. Solicit abnormal propaganda on their steps. Break dance by the entrance. Allow your bratty kids to wander freely within and let them touch whatever they desire. Become obsessed with the Masons. Devote your whole life to writing and producing Masonic art. Hey, a masonic poem would be mighty dandy. Investigate, investigate, investigate the mason history and objective. Become a self-appointed mason expert. Eat, drink, and sleep Mason. Call the Masonic lodge every hour on the hour. I allowed the responses to be very open ended and I allowed people to interpret things however they choose to. Not one person got offended by any of the questions so that was pretty cool. These questions took me about 2 minutes to write, I wrote them real quick one day in Physics, when I had some free time. We have a lot of free time in Physics, so it is cool. But now, during my free time, in Physics I just usually write something. I should use to associate with my peers more, there are some very cool people in that class, and some okay people, but I don't think there is anyone who I absolutely despise. I should try to get to know some of these people better. I don't really have any friends in that class, so I cannot say anyone totally rules. I am very grateful for all the free time, our teacher Mrs. Nicholls gives us, it is very valuable indeed. Some people absolute waste it and others use it wisely. Generally I consider myself in the latter faction. There has been free times which I did nothing cool or productive, but now I'm pretty damn good at using my time well in that class. I love to go back and sit at the lab tables when we aren't doing a lab. The lab tables allow one so much more room, and they are so ultimately cooler than the desks. I just sit there all by myself either doing school work or some writing or anything else I feel like doing. A lot of times, I am the only person who decides to sit back at the lab tables. Previously, we were prohibited from lab tables during non lab times because of vandalism and graffiti, but our teacher released us from those oppressive regulatory shackles. Overall, Mrs. Nicholls is pretty fair and she is trying pretty hard. It is her first year teaching, and she doesn't even have a teaching certificate, she just has a master’s degree in physics, so she is “essentially just playing it by ear”. I think the lab tables rule, even though it's hard to write directly on them due to all the grooves and indentions. I let my classmates know that lab tables rule often. I get somewhat excited when I go to the lab tables. I asked each question verbally, none of this survey was written out and distributed in printed form. I guess the people's answers to these odd questions can be seen as a reflection of themselves because they have to think on their feet of answers to some very unexpected questions. 

Questions 

1. What are your thoughts on Slayer? 

2. What would you do if you got a surprise shipment of 5,000,00 pickles in the mail? 

3. How many bongs do you have? 

4. Do you respect authority? Why or why not? 

5. What are your religious views? 

6. How eccentric are you? 

7. How do you feel about Macho Chauvinism? 

8. What is your favorite cuss word? 

9. Do you consider yourself a fool? 

10. What is the most imbecilic thing you can think of? 

11. Who is your biggest enemy or who do you hate the most? 

12. Does evil arouse you? 

13. What are your feelings about the mall? 

Brittany Erickson 

1. I don't care. 

2. I'd have a party. 

3.  Zero. 

4.  Yes, because they have been through more than I have. 

5.  Catholic, but I'd rather not be. 

6.  Not very. 

7.  It stinks. 

8.  I don't swear. 

9.  Sometimes. 

10. A lot of things. 

11. I'd rather not say 

12. No. 

13. It's alright if you want to shop. But dumb flinsters hang out  there, so it's stupid. 

Eric Forysth 

1.  Never heard their music. 

2.  I'd keep some and send some to poor countries. 

3.   0. 

4.  Yes, if they respect me. 

5.  Christian 

6.  I listen to music, some people don't. 

7.  Showing it off is not the way to do it. 

8.  Shit or Fuck. 

9.  Yah. 

10. Thinking you are the shit, when you are nothing but shit. 

11. I don't want to name names. 

12. No, quite the opposite. 

13. It's boring as hell. 

Carrie Hilden 

1.  They're stupid. 

2.  I'd give them to my brother because he loves pickles 

3.  Zero. 

4.  Yes, because you should. 

5.  Jesus is the savior. 

6.  Not very. 

7.  It's stupid. 

8.  Not applicable. 

9.  Ahh, no. 

10.  I don't know. 

11.  Satan 

12.  It makes me mad 

13.  A lot of stupid little kids hang around there. 

Eric Schoembs 

1.  I'm not really a big Slayer fan and I haven't attended any Slayer Club meetings. 

2.  I'd have a big party and I'd invite all my friends over. 

3.  At the present time, I don't have any bongs. 

4.  Well, I don't respect the Sheriff's department because of a bullshit ticket I received. 

5. I believe in God, however, I don't attend church. 

6. I don't know. 

7.  It doesn't bother me, I guess. 

8.  Bastard, it's not used as much as it should be. 

9.  Depends on the occasion, from time to time. 

10.  The ticket I received from the Sheriff's department. 

11. I don't really hate people, I just don't like some of the things they do. 

12. Sometimes. 

13.  Can't stay there too long or it gets boring, but it's a good place to shop. 

Anqela Hendricks 

1.  I don't know. I haven't listened to them. Give me a cd and I'll have an idea. 

2.  I would have a pickle party. 

3.  Zero. 

4. Of course, because I want to be authority one day and I want people to respect me. 

5.  I am a Christian. 

6.  I guess I'm a lot, even though eccentricity is something other people have to judge. 

7.  I don't like it. 

8.  Shit. 

9.  No, I wish I was though. Life would be bliss if you were. 

10. Whining about stupid things you can't help. 

11.  People who hate people.

12.  No. 

13.  It's okay if you don't go there just to hang out. 

Ben Bushard 

1.  They're just a heavy metal band. 

2.  I'd go to my enemies’ houses and fling them at their doors and windows. 

3.  Zero. 

4.  Yes, because I may be the authority one day. 

5.  Christian. 

6.  Partially. 

7.  It sucks. 

8.  God fucking damnit. 

9.  In some ways, yes. 

10.  (Omitted for some reason? i.e. I can't find the answer on this sheet I wrote the answers on) 

11.  Satan 

12.  Hell no. 

13.  It's the only place anyone can go in Rockford, so I guess it's okay. 

Aaron Wallrich 

1.  I don't like them. 

2.  Sell them. 

3.  None. 

4.  Sometimes, if it's just. 

5.  Christian. 

6.  Not very. 

7.  I don't like it. I think it's dumb. 

8.  Hell. 

9.  Sure. 

10. Slayer. 

11. Ice T. 

12. No. 

13. What mall? 

Tony Keifer 

1.  They suck. 

2.  I'd eat them, man. 

3.  None. 

4.  Not really, cause authority's dumb 

5.  Christian. 

6.  Not very. 

7.  I don't know. Geez, I don't really care 

8.  Bitch. 

9.  No. 

10. Bragging about things you never did. 

11. I hate Marathon. I envy him so damn much. 

12. Sometimes. 

13. If you go there, at least buy something. 

Allen Saunders 

1.  I never heard Slayer, so no comment. 

2.  I’d send them to Dill Records. 

3.  None. 

4.  Only some authority. 

5.  I don't really have any. Ask my dad. 

6.  Extremely so. 

7.  I think it sucks. 

8.  Shit. 

9.  Sometimes. 

10.  Football. 

11.  I can't think of anyone. 

12.  No. 

13.  What's the mall? 

Jeff Schleqel 

1. Slayer who? 

2. Take them down to 7th Street and let the prostitutes tickle everyone or give them to Molly Rudolph. 

3. I don't have any bongs. 

4. What's authority? 

5. What is religion and is God black or white? 

6.  Considering some people's accounts, they say I am very eccentric. I, however, say they are full of shit. 

7.  It sucks. 

8.  Refer to question six. 

9.  It takes a smart man to be a fool, otherwise, you're just plain stupid. 

10. Jeff Schlegel 

11. Myself

12. Yes, it's everywhere. 

13.  The mall is a government plot to brainwash teenagers into buying stupid they don't need. 

Nousenq Many 

1.  I guess they're okay, some songs. 

2.  Try to sell half and keep half because I like pickles. 

3.  None. 

4. Yes, because I think some authority is needed to keep society in place. 

5. Catholic.

6.  Very unique, because I think different than other people cause noone's the same. 

7.  I don't like it because I think it makes people act pig headed. 

8.  Shit. 

9.  Sometimes. 

10. Beavis and Butthead. 

11. Satan. 

12. Sometimes. 

13. Good exercise. 

Gary Brown 

1.  I don't like them. 

2. I would probably find out who sent them and then send them back. 

3. None. 

4.  Some, because some don't deserve to have it. 

5.  I really don't have any religion. 

6.  I don't know. 

7.  It's stupid and they are making fools of themselves. 

8.  Shit 

9.  No 

10.  Smoking 

11.  Authority 

12.  Yes 

13.  It's okay to run in and get what you need then get out, but staying there all day is stupid. 

Andrew Bushard 

1.  Anyone who constantly sings about the glorification of violence and evil is an gigantic loser in my book. 

2. Put them to the most innovative uses, I could think of 

3. None. 

4.  No, I despise authority and absolutely disrespect it. It greatly disgusts me. I have no respect for anyone who initiates coercion. 

5.  I sway on a pendulum between Christianity and Atheism, so I suppose I am somewhat of an Agnostic. 

6.  I know I am very eccentric because I have never met anyone quite like me. 

7.  Chauvinism is a vile force which must be squelched. Machoism is a wretched evil which has no place in a civilized society. Women should be loved and respected as equals. Chauvinists are primitive. 

8.  Probably fuck. 

9.  I am a bit naive at times, but I am not a fool, unless I become an atheist when there really is a God, and I assert my atheism in my heart. 

10.  Hate and violence. 

11.  Coercion. 

12.  No, I am aroused by doing good if anything. 

13.  It is a classic example of corporate suppression, exploitation. It is crass materialism at its finest 

REVIEWS

Jello Biafra and Mojo Nixon with the ToadLiqours, Invasion, Alternative Tentacles, 1994. 

Prairie Home 

Jello Biafra and Mojo Nixon have engaged in a rather interesting venture, consisting of two notorious punksters trying their hands at folk and country music. The results are quite marvelous. About the half the songs are covers and about half the songs are originals. Jello and Mojo have quite a skill at creating diverse music, and both should be complimented for such a radical departure from their familiar genres. Mojo Nixon has a perfect voice for country music. They wrote some pretty cool lyrics even if they aren't quite as serious and deep as most of Jello's lyrics. But this album was made for fun, and its purpose is fulfilled. The classics are great, and it could prove that I could become a fan of folk music. Generally, they make a good selection of songs to appear on this album. It like it how they take turns singing. It's cool. The booklet art is quite bizarre and out there, as usual. Both gentlemen exhibit excellent senses of humor. Jello has a great knack for extending himself musically, he is rather capable of risk taking and engaging in projects of different natures. Jello is not just a musician, but a full-fledged artist. And one of great merit, at that. 

Slayer, South of Heaven, American Records. 

Oh my, I may have to eat my words a little bit. This album is not nearly as repulsive as I imagined it would be and it may even be considered halfway decent. That Tom Araya has an awesome powerful voice and you know a Death Metal vocalist is good when his vocals are as clear as hell and nothing is garbled. A metal vocalist of similar distinction, but with greater magnitude is James Hetfield of Metallica. The lyrics are full of dark and depressing shit, and a couple of songs take stabs at Christianity. I don't know about Christianity,. but is Satanism the benevolent alternative? The cover painting is a sight for sore eyes. A cross with Jesus hanging on it is stabbed through a skull which houses a bunch of cute cuddly little Satanic figures roaming around. The lyrics are a bit poetic, but mostly in that crappy, contrived type of way. Not something I'd recommend to young listeners out there. it could warp your mind or completely sedate it. I fail to see the constructive objective if there is one. Not 1/2 as heavy and aggressive as one would expect, but it still is extremely speedy.  Not intellectually stimulating or toe tapping, but I still admire the efforts, (not the end product). The lyrics are dumb as fuck, and only idiots think glorifying death is cool. At the end of "Mandatory Suicide", Tom Araya speaks eloquently with some cool music in the background. It's kinda peaceful, and I love the expression and delivery of Mr. Araya during this segment. Mr. Araya could be a half way decent reader of poetry if he wasn't caught up in all this morbid garbage. Slayer seems to be skilled at placing life in the worst possible light. There are a couple of semi -beautiful musical segments, but nothing which even comes close to making you want to cry. There is nothing which absolutely reeks of eloquence and beauty. Even though I like punk much better than Metal, Metal just sometimes has that eloquence and grace which punk can never really have. What the hell is Slayer's purpose?

THE VIRTUES OF RAMBLING 

RAMBLING IS COOL. IF YOU SAY INTERESTING STUFF WHICH IS OFF TOPIC YOUR RAMBLING CAN BE ENTERTAINING. PATTERNS AND ORGANIZATION CAN BE BORING AND MUNDANE. ORDER CAN DRIVE YOU INSANE. GOING OFF ON A MILLION TANGENTS CAN REALLY RULE IF YOU DON'T LOSE OTHERS IN ABSTRACTNESS. METHOLOGICAL WRITING CAN BE A PAIN TO READ. IT CAN SEEM SO DAMN CONTRIVED. RAMBLING UNCONTROLLABLY IS LESS FORMAL. IT'S NEARLY IMPOSSIBLE TO BE FOCUSED ON ONLY ONE TOPIC AT ONCE, CAUSE IF YOU TRULY ARE, THEN YOU ARE MEDITATING. ONE THING LEADS 

TO ANOTHER SO YOU NEVER KNOW WHAT YOU MAY END UP WITH. A TOPIC YOU 

END UP DISCUSSING MAY BE SOMETHING TOTALLY UNRELATED TO THE TOPIC OF ORIGIN. WHEN YOU RAMBLE, YOUR SUBJECTS OF DISCUSSION ARE WITHOUT LIMIT, WHEN YOU FOCUS ON ONE AREA, YOU ARE IMPOSING LIMITS. GOING OFF TRACK MAKES IT MORE DIFFICULT AND SLOWER TO REACH YOUR DESTINATION, BUT IT IS SO MUCH MORE FUN! SOMETIMES YOU SHOULD VERGE OFF TRACK TO ENJOY THE SCENERY. THE SCENIC ROUTE MAY NOT BE THE FASTEST, BUT AT LEAST IT'S THE MOST BEAUTIFUL. SOMETIMES, IN LIFE AND IN WRITING, YOU JUST NEED TO STOP AND SMELL THE ROSES. PROCEEDING RELENTLESSLY CAN TIRE, EXHAUST, AND BORE ONE TO 

BREAKDOWN. A JOURNEY WITHOUT JOY IS COUNTERPRODUCTIVE. THERE'S SO 

MUCH TO DISCUSS, SO A PERSON IS COMMITTING A GREAT INJUSTICE COVERING JUST ONE TOPIC. I THINK OF SO MANY THINGS AT ONCE, AND THE THOUGHTS ARE OFTEN TOO BRILLIANT TO EXCLUDE, DESPITE THE GENRE OF THOUGHTS. TANGENT THINKING CAN BE A FABULOUS VIRTUES. JUST CONSIDER HOW MANY GIGGLION SUBJECTS ONE CAN CONTEMPLATE. IT'S TRULY BAFFLING. SO IT'S STRANGE AND UNNATURAL TO ATTEMPT TO FOCUS ON JUST ONE. AND EVEN IF YOU ARE CONSCIOUSLY TRYING TO FOCUS ON ONE ITEM, YOUR SUBCONSCIOUS MIND IS FOCUSING ON SO MANY OTHERS. YES, SOMETIMES THERE ARE TOPICS WHICH DESERVE YOUR FULL AND UNDIVIDED ATTENTION, BUT YOU MUST REALIZE THAT WHEN YOU DO GIVE SOMETHING YOUR UNDIVIDED ATTENTION, THERE ARE DOZENS OF THINGS WHICH ARE WORTHY AND DESERVING OF YOUR ATTENTION, BUT YOU DO NOT GIVE IT TO THEM. I THINK EXTREMELY BRILLIANT PEOPLE CAN HANDLE MULTIPLE THOUGHTS SIMULTANEOUSLY, MAGNIFICENTLY WELL. EVEN MORE REMARKABLE ARE PEOPLE WHO CAN DO A COUPLE, OR EVEN SEVERAL THINGS AT ONCE. A LOT OF TIMES DOING SEVERAL TASKS CONCURRENTLY IS AN EXCITING CHALLENGE. IT'S SOMETIMES FUN TO STRETCH YOURSELF 

MENTALLY TO THE LIMITS AND TO SEE HOW MUCH YOU CAN HANDLE AT ONCE. 

THE MORE INFORMATION GOING IN AND OUT, THE BETTER, UNLESS IT BECOMES GREATLY BURDENSOME AND OVERWHELMING. ONE OFTEN CAN'T CONTROL THE DIRECTION OF THEIR THOUGHTS, SO THEY MUST GO WHEREVER THEIR MIND LEADS THEM. IT MAY SEEM ILLOGICAL TO OTHERS, BUT FOCUSING WHEN IT IS UNNATURAL HAS THE POTENTIAL FOR BEING BAD. THE MIND CAN LEAD ONE TO FANTASTIC PLACES EVEN IF IT DEFIES LOGIC, PRECISION, AND FOCUS. IF YOU STICK TO ONE IDEA, YOU RISK LOSING ANOTHER IDEA. SOMETIMES IT'S A MATTER OF GREATNESS. SOMETIMES YOU MUST SACRIFICE ONE SOURCE OF BRILLIANCE AND INSPIRATION FOR 

ANOTHER. YOU HAVE TOO MUCH TO LOSE SUPPRESSING THE URGE FOR MENTAL 

WANDERING. THE MIND EXPLORES REALMS IN UNUSUAL MANNERS. OUR BLACK AND WHITE WORLD CANNOT COMPREHEND THE RATIONALE OF THE HUMAN BRAIN'S MOTIVATION OR DIRECTION. SOMETIMES ONE SHOULD NOT BE IN 

DISMAY AND JUST LET THE CHIPS FALL WHERE THEY MAY. IF ONE DOES NOT 

EXPAND THEIR HORIZONS, ONE MAY NEVER KNOW WHAT THEY ARE CAPABLE OF. SOMETIMES RAMBLING CAN REALLY ANNOY AND BORE OTHERS BECAUSE IT DOESN'T GO ANYWHERE. IF A CONCEPT GOES SOMEWHERE IT IS GOOD AS LONG AS IT IS WORTH SOMETHING. BUT NO THOUGHTS SHOULD BE SUPPRESSED BECAUSE THEY SEEM WORTHLESS. SOME SEEMINGLY WORTHLESS 

THOUGHTS HAVE BLOSSOMED INTO BRILLIANT CONCEPTIONS. YOU NEVER KNOW 

WHAT A THOUGHT MAY LEAD TO. ONE OF THE GREATEST QUALITIES OF UNIQUENESS IS ALL OF OUR DIFFERENT TECHNIQUES OF PROCESSING AND ORGANIZING THOUGHT. NO TWO PEOPLE STRUCTURE THEIR THINKING THE SAME WAY. IT AWESOME TO PONDER HOW DIFFERENTLY PEOPLE CAN THINK ABOUT THE SAME IDEA. OUR MANAGEMENT OF INFORMATION IS A QUALITY WHICH DETERMINES OUR INDIVIDUALITY. WE SO OFTEN FAIL TO UNDERSTAND OTHER'S THINKING PROCESS, SO WE INSTINCTIVELY FEAR IT. WE FEAR THE 

UNKNOWN AND THE UNCOMPREHENDABLE. ONE MAN'S METHOLOGICAL THINKING 

PROCESSES CAN BE RANDOM INEFFICIENT MUDDLED GARBAGE TO ANOTHER MAN. WHAT IS CHAOS TO ONE IS STRICT ORGANIZATION TO ANOTHER. IT IS AMAZING WHAT CAN INSPIRE ONE. FOCUSING CAUSES ONE TO SUPPRESS OTHER CREATIVE IDEAS. IT OCCUPIES THE MIND STORING THESE SPONTANEOUS IDEAS WHEN THE MIND COULD BE PUT TO BETTER USE IMPULSIVELY CONCEIVING SOMETHING IF THE THOUGHTS WERE JUST WRITTEN DOWN. BRAIN CELLS WOULD BE LIBERATED FROM BURDENSOME STORAGE. QUITE A FEW TIMES WHEN I PLANNED TO WRITE FOCUSING ON ONE TOPIC, I ENDED UP RAMBLING, AND IRONICALLY ONE TIME RECENTLY I PLANNED TO RAMBLE, BUT I STAYED FOCUSED ON ONE TOPIC. 

Individuals vs. Conformists*
I like people who are willing to say fuck off to people who unnecessarily give them a hard time. I like people who stand up for their convictions regardless of peer pressure or mass consensus. I love people who strive to please themselves and their friends and not just live up to everyone else's image of coolness or goodness. People who think on their own rank high on my good list. Anyone can follow along sharing a collective mind with everyone else. An individual is determined and relentless in their ventures. They give righteousness precedence over popularity. They accept the fact that they may have to suffer discomfort and displeasure to stand up for what they believe in. People with no brains of their own always go along with the group. To these conformists, a decision is based on what others are doing. Moral, logical, common sense issues are not considered, only that which will gain popularity will be done. Popularity is such a weak thing. If you derive yourself worth from others opinions, you have little self-esteem, and never know when you may lose it, everything may fall apart and you will be left with nothing. But if you are true to yourself you can always be proud and fulfilled no matter what may happen. Your happiness then is internal, conformists happiness is external. Internal happiness is many more depths more complex and reassuring, external happiness is a fading allusion. One day you may be popular and the next day you are not. The crowd mentality more often than not is a rotten thing, and many times leads one to embrace superficiality. Humans are weak and it is so vile when their corruptness infiltrates into our ideas of right and wrong. Society is often mankind's biggest enemy. It limits and restricts. It tells one what they can and cannot do. It tells us how to act and if we stray from these preconceived notions then there is something wrong with us. Different is often a dirty word. When it really should be a beautiful eloquent word. Individuals make our world exciting, not thoughtless robots and clones. It's easy to do what everyone else is doing, thinking for oneself is hard. That's why so many people are caught up in a conforming mindset. A person of integrity will uphold all their principles regardless of harassment, persecution, and ostracization. It takes real heart and gumption to become unpopular for something you do which you feel is right. It takes guts to live your life the way you see fit when the whole world disapproves. Disruption of the status quo is a fear many have. Change is ugly to a lot of people. To some it may be easier to endure hardships rather than initiate change. The sheer will power involved in going against the grain in order to attempt to achieve progression in a backwards society is tremendous. Few are powerful enough. Praise those who stand up and fight to the end. Praise those who will die for righteousness. Sometimes one must just stand up and say, "This will not stand! I am displeased. The evil will not occur any longer." Things do not get better when people just blindly "accept everything which comes their way. Things get better when people oppose evil. Disrupting the status quo should not be a frivolous action. It should not be done just for its own sake. Being true to one's constitution is an example of a valid reason. Conformity sucks, but so does transparent individuality. Anyone cat act different, but few really are different. Individuality is counterproductive if the motive behind it is superficial. Your individuality should radiate from everything you do. If you are a true individual, its expression should be effortless and natural. It is phony to make feeble attempts at individuality. A strong person is more concerned about being an individual in character, than personality. Character is a rock. Personality is a weak flower which is whipped back and forth by any weak wind which may come its way. One should have an identity, not have to create one. A trait of a real individual is a trait that cannot be changed. Traits of conformists or phony individualists are easily altered. Phony individuals and conformists are often just mirror images of each other like*. One will do whatever they can to be LIKE everyone else and the other will do whatever they can to be UNLIKE everyone else. Genuine individuality is most properly expressed through thoughts, not actions. Actions can be imitated. Thoughts cannot. The mind is where individuality is designated and determined, not the body. Individuals think at a deeper level than conformists. Conformists see only the surface. Individuals are afraid of being conforming in mindset, not appearance. If you think like everyone else you are a conformist, if you dress like everyone else, you can still be an individual. Individuality is something no one can take away. If your individuality is stripped away when you take a shower, then you are lying to yourself. If you have not run across anyone who is near clone of yourself, then you can be confident in your individuality. Other's inability to relate to you can make you feel sorrow and strife, but it can also be an assertion of your individuality. Your situation may be so unique that no one has ever go through it before. An individual is someone who defies an explanation. Individuality is not a cliché. It is a real living presence. Individuality defies stereotyping rather than welcoming it. An individual is a person who doesn't attempt to imitate anyone else, they attempt to carve out their niche and to sculpt their own identity. An individual refuses to be influenced by just one source, they are influenced by so very many. They search and seek around taking what they like from all they see. Individuals take a look at the world and provide original unique observations. Individuals do more than merely tell us what is there. They are so much more than relayers of reality. They conceive their own realities. Artistic conception is a quality which really separates individuals and conformists. Conformists rely on others for their perceptions of the world. Individuals rely on themselves for their perceptions of the world. There is a fine line between expressing individuality and flaunting it or showing it off, and individuals should search for that happy medium. An individual is not limited to one influence. Their minds are always open for new influences, and they masterfully merge all their influences into a magnificent new product. An individual is a person who can assert themselves in many areas. Some individuals assert their identity by becoming a renaissance man and other become notorious for one special talent. Individuals strive for excellence. They set high standards, far above the mindless herd. The greatest individuals are not only different than the masses, but ultimately they are better. They are not only different, but superior too. An individual defrocks needless conventions. The established way of doing things isn't always good, it can often be very wrong. So individuals find their own way. Individuals are people who appear difficult to read. Their mien is so unique, so it becomes difficult to rationalize it. However, if one attempts to penetrate beyond the surface of an individual, they will most likely gain some insight about the person inside. Individuals are often misunderstood especially when one applies superficial standards. Individuals are people who can have fun in every situation no matter where they go. Where there is no apparent fun, they make their own fun. They don't need others to entertain them, they are capable of entertaining themselves. They realize that boredom is a state of mind, and there is too much to do in this world to ever be bored. They can have loads of fun all by themselves. they are not solely dependent on others for their joy. They love themselves so much, that no matter where they go, they will keep themselves occupied. Individuals are resourceful, their time isn't ever wasted. Wherever they are, they will find something to productive and constructive to do. And of course when there appears like there is absolutely nothing to do they will not destruct and destroy, they will create and cultivate. Lack of obligations is often the greatest generator of creativity. Individuals realize this, and when they are not burdened with anything else, they will produce an artistic conception. Individuals are satisfied at the end of the day for accomplishing something others couldn't do, and especially for creating new things. Individuals are people who have the capacity for bringing joy to others’ lives, they become that special person who can touch someone that was in misery and despair who would not chuckle or smile at anything else. The uniqueness lightens up others. Individuals maintain their individuality regardless of any societal or governmental impositions placed thereof. Individuals are willing to able to sit back, reflect and analyze instead of mindlessly engaging in an action. Individuals examine before they speak. They are careful to be certain what they say is what they mean and that the speech is most powerful and effective. Individuals don't stick out like a sore thumb, unless doing so is consistent with self-loyalty. Individuals are dynamic enough to change themselves if a certain alteration would strength and enhance them into a better person, but they are not so dynamic that every little good idea sends them on a bandwagon. Individuals are interdependent, they are not too obstinate to seek assistance from others when it would benefit them. They are willing and able to admit their weakness and use others for strength and fulfillment, but if worse comes to worse, they will assert their deep self-reliance which has the power to pull them through anything. Individuals are not so bullheaded that they think they can do everything themselves, becoming oblivious to others aid. Individuals stay on the good side of the line between being strong willed and stubborn. A strong will prevents one from falling victim to temptations and ultimately prevents one from doing wrong and evil. Obstinacy prevents one from doing right and good. Individuals balance the scale between the outside world and the inside world. They know the difference between the two. Individuals are not always certain where their life is going, but at least they know it’s going somewhere. They want to do good, awesome, excellent things, they are not content just getting by, or merely going through the motions. Individuals are open minded people with strong core values. Individuals refuse to sell their mind to anyone whether that be Capitalism, government, or cultist religion. The mind is the greatest gift to the individual. Individuals assert the concept that they have control over their own lives. They control it, not somebody else. Aversion to mental enslavement is a trait which determines individuality. After all, controlling one's mind is controlling one's individuality. Individuals aren't the ones being entertained, they are the entertainers. They are not in the audience, they are on stage. Individuals make this world so much more interesting, ultimately worth living in, opposed to the drudgery which conformists cause. Just ponder what a horrid place this world would be if everyone was a conformist. Free will is such a magnificent gift to the human race. Just contemplate on all the different types of people there are out there. There are so many different manners in which we may deviate from each other. No two people are or ever will be EXACTLY alike no matter how hard they try or how much they think they are. SO, it is surprising how much conformity our world contains, when it really should be saturated with individuality. Individuals are not expected to always be different from conformists. Sometimes they may have to follow the consensus if it happens to be right. Individuals do whatever they desire even if everyone else is doing it too. After all conformists aren't all bad or wrong, and sometimes one will have to follow the consensus to be true to themselves. In essence, individuals blindly live out their agenda neither being swayed away or towards the flock. Individuality is not simple, it is extremely difficult to understand and to experience. True individuals are few and far between. Conformists are a dime a dozen. I don't even think there is a good definition of individuality. Individuality is something which is definitely in the eye of the beholder. What one person considers individualistic, another person considers conforming. Individuals themselves even differ about their ideas of individuality. Smart intelligent wise people can discern the true individuals from the conformists out there. An individual is someone who is always growing, someone who has a plan, and someone is becoming something special. Which are you? Take a good soul search, and correct all your deficiencies. 

To protest oppressive absurd government policies, I decided instead of using the straight ahead blunt way of making my point, I would use the more subtle abstract approach. I figured it was redundant and ineffective just to bicker at congresspeople. So I employed a sarcastic, facetious mindset and composed a devilishly letter to my Senator, Carol Mosey Braun, the brilliant undertones will marvel and delight you, along with providing you some insight into our failed social policy. Maybe this letter would have penetrated into Mrs. Braun’s subconscious mind, and would have been a force in guiding her voting. Who knows? I did not remember if I sent the letter, but it would have been a blast if I did. I doubt if I did. At any rate, this letter is witty, and a candid statement of government elitism. This letter takes a viscous juicy twist loaded with brilliant irony. I should write more letters to our government officials. It is fun and it's rather cheap. Raising hell is so easy, and I should definitely do it more often. I should bombard the IRS and the FCC with letters. They deserve to hear my raged scorn. Letters are so cool, so more should be sent. Hey, if you don't complain, then they are reading more congenial letters, and we don't want that to happen. They may file your letter away in disgust, but it's worth a try, isn't it. It's a great way to vent anger. Take your stress out on the bureaucrats. Bicker in a totally unique bizarre manner, so your letter will merit some attention. I should be following my own advice. It would be cool to read some of the letters of complaint that some of these agencies get. Gripe, even if it's not constructive. Insult and demean the reader of your leader. Hey, they make your life miserable, so make their job as tough as can be. An irate letter is something every bureaucrat should be laden with. Make their day something they will never forget. Write in unusual fonts, and if possible fail to uphold formal business conventions. Piss them off and write in the vernacular. Slang should dominate. What would a stodgy Food and Drug Administration grunt letter reader do, if he was greeted with the words, "What's up?" Also, it would be cool to add superfluous frivolous unnecessary things into your letters. Tell those stalwarts about your favorite music group or why everyone should eat pimento. A real zinger would be to send them your child's schoolwork. What USDA employee would not desire to read an essay on the causes of the civil war? There's no need to throwaway your molded rotten food, why an excellent idea would be to send it to your EMPLOYEES (government bureaucrats). Send them sarcastic greeting cards during the holidays. Send them pornography. Don't throw out a damn thing, send it all to government officials. Try to find ways to reduce or completely eliminate postage. If they have toll free telephone numbers, call them to chat about the weather and linger on as long as possible. In general, just frankly plain out aggravate the hell out of them, much like they so often do to you. Borrow things without returning them and learn the hang ups of these officials and exploit them. If you see these clowns in private, taunt and ridicule them. Swear and demean them. If they work at a rather unflattering or embarrassing government office, broadcast that fact to anyone in ear shot. Make funny noises in their ears, and if you are really daring and immoral, prank them on the telephone with witty urbane messages. Let them know you have no respect for people who initiate coercion. Let them know what they are doing may be a necessary evil, but that doesn't mean you approve of their immoral actions. Draw viscous caricatures of these employees and post them all over town. Dedicate zine and newspaper space to degrading government official. Maybe you could create a regular column which scoffs at government employees. Government bureaucrat loser of the Week. Fight coercion. Oppose the initiation of force. Write cruel and biting satire about individual and collective bureaucrats. Refuse to do business with these ingrates. If you own a restaurant, make it obvious that initiators of coercion are not welcome there. If you do let initiators of coercion in, only serve them your lowest quality food. Make a spectacle of kicking them out. Make jokes about your government officials. Tell them that their pathetic justifications of immorality will not suffice. But never use force on them, you will be degrading yourself and you will be doing something counterproductive. Little ways to fight unjust policy and ideology should be more often applied. The massive methods require too much effort and planning, and all the little things can really add up. Just give them a hard time, which they so immensely deserve. I have provided some ideas, they are ideas and nothing more. If you decide to follow them, good for you, and you are fully responsible for the consequences, moral and legal. If your consequences are congenial, I will take credit, if your consequences are negative, I will disavow any knowledge of you. Just kidding. Just amaze me with what you can do, and if you really allow a bureaucrat to fly off the handle let me know. Do not justify any of their anger and stress, but justify all your anger and stress. Scapegoat is a word which is coming to mind. Tell government officials to get jobs in the private sector or to do something which advances the human race. Compassionate coercion is always worse than uncompassionate consent. If they really cared so much about you, they wouldn't initiate coercion on you. Those who initiate coercion are moronic, and naturally who works at government offices? However, they are quite a few governments employees who are not aware of the oppression they are causing. Inform them, and help the innocent change their wicked ways. Ignorance is no excuse for coercion, so your job is to make sure that no one is ignorant. Yes, ignorant people do initiate coercion, but a lot of people are ignorant that they are doing evil, so one must differentiate between the two. A lot of government officials seem friendly even, some are apathetic, and some are sadistic. Some government employees are cranky and jerky as hell. Let them know that you will not take any of their shit. You can distribute all the shit you want, but don't ever take any from these fools. Use government property to solicit antigovernment literature and to preach about the way to human advancement. Use the system to destroy the system. Scream and holler your antiestablishment views whenever you are able. Protest and .boycott to the best of your abilities. And if nothing else, write awesome pieces which promote action. Try to eliminate bureaucrats in and every means possible. What type of asshole gets a thrill out of regulating people? In the Rhino books by Scott Alexander, the author compares bureaucrats to cows. Very appropriate. A compliment if anything. Scott Alexander says that they should find some honest work and they are cows because they waddle in their own waste. The cool thing about Scott Alexander is that he is a Strong Christian but still maintains rigid antigovernment views. He writes excellent books, and I recommend them even if you are not a Christian. The books may be difficult to find because they are like 16 years old and mostly likely out of date. Mr. Alexander is an interesting writer indeed. Quite a unique and refreshing perspective. A little too much anti Communist, but too bad.  These rhino books are as inspirational as can be.

The Honorable Carol Braun U.S. Senate 

Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Braun: 

As a concerned American citizen, I am presenting you with a concern of mine. I am aware of the government's erosion of our civil liberties. I have experienced some personally and the rest I have witnessed. I am assured the citizens of Illinois elected you because you were the right person for the job. 

Since you are my elected official, I am appealing to you. My issue of concern is taxation. I, in fact, have a novel idea on the subject. 

I think, in order for Congresspeople to fairly vote on raising or lowering taxes, I propose an exemption of all federal taxes for members of the Senate or House. With this bill, congresspeople could more accurately vote on the good of America, because taxes would not be a personal issue. 

Thank you for reading my letter and considering my bill. 

Sincerely, 

Andrew Engels

Thanks to the following people for being cool: Aaron Wallrich, Miranda Abernathy, Carrie Hilden, Amy Davison, Kristin Davis, Hotavio Escamilla, Alan Saunders, Eric Schoembs, Gary Brown, Jeff Schlegel, Jason "Russel" Stover, Mike Peck, Doug and Larry from Maywood, Mrs. Kay Douglas, Mr. Paul Hallman, Mrs. Jane Heimer, especially Angela Hendricks and anyone else who I deemed cool or I expressed my fondness of. 

*My friend Angela Hendricks thoughts influenced some of the ideas here.

