CATFISH #4

ANDREW BUSHARD

 To my loyal readers, or people who picked this up by accident:

Yes, number 4 is here. Writing is such a great pastime. Ha, it'll never be a career. Maybe that's way zines are good. Well, I was thinking how easy it is to write a zine, and it doesn't take much for people to read a zine, so everyone should be writing a zine. Sure, many zines are fantastic things, that no one else could write, but having unlimited topics, and slants, everyone should be writing a zine about SOMETHING. If pickles are your thing, devote a zine to them. If you think humans should wait on eagles, hand and foot, write about it! If you think all men should be killed, write about it. If you think all women should be killed, write about it! See, if you, the reader, do not have a zine going, there's no reason not to start one. Initial costs will be a little burden, but not great, and once you get established, you can break even. So, I would like to see many new zines, out there, and if they are appropriate for a 17 year old, send them to me. I want to see zines that extend across the entire spectrum of the human existence. Thanks! My address:

Andrew Bushard 
Why Zines are Better than Commercial / Mainstream Magazines

 

You can trade for zines.

You don't need a lot of money to produce a zine. 

Zines are more likely to have more radical / dissident viewpoints.

Zines are cheaper.

You don't need a printing press to create a zine. 

Zine writers have more control over their work. 

Zines are not suppressed by corporate/ capitalist influences.

Almost anyone can write a zine.

Zines are judged by content, not appearance. 

Zinesters are more willing to take risks. 

Zines are much more creative.

Zinesters are more likely to have meaningful correspondence with their readers.

There is much more variety of zines.

14. Zines need not worry about censorship.

15. Zines don't need big print runs to be read. 16. Zines usually aren't created for profit.

17. Zines are usually a hobby, which makes them more fun. 18. Zines usually only need 1 or 2 people to put the zine together, not a large staff.

19. Zines are more flexible.

20. Zines are usually easier to carry.

21. Zines employ more variety of printing and production methods.

22. Zines are more adapt to prove into taboo subject areas.

23. Sometimes, you can use stamps to obtain a zine, try doing that with a commercial magazine.

24. Teenagers and children often write zines, and rarely ever write commercial magazines.

25. Zines don't have to be good for people to read them. 26. Most people. for some reason, pronounce zine wrong, and if you can pronounce it correctly, you seem smarter than them.

27. Most people don't know what a zine is, so you seem cool and counter culture if you do know.

28. Zines are easier to produce.

29. Zines are more adapt to be personal in tone.

Reviews

Albums

Bad Religion, "The Gray Race", Atlantic, 1996

I'm kinda disappointed that Bad Religion, a band which gained fame from an Independent label, didn't stick to their roots. The last album was released by Both Atlantic, and Epitaph, not a bad idea, since, they could do whatever they want, yet still get a good distribution base, but for this album they should have not completely left the label, they were with for so long, like 15 years. That's almost dumping a friend who was a friend since birth. However, this album is hardly a sell out. Bravo, Bad Religion, you're pretty close to how cool you were on an Independent label, as you are now. You still have integrity. If asked for a definition of perfect punk music, this would fit the mold. Melodic songs, yet speedy, fast yet harmonic guitars, somewhat raspy, but not hoarse vocals, catchy choruses, and intelligent lyrics filled with social commentary. But I would disagree with the title track, I think we're a black and white race trapped in a gray world, I think of this because oftentimes immoral actions can be justified, even though they are wrong. Like many government activities. This album isn't as good as "Stranger than Fiction", but it's very good. Maybe because on "Stranger", they still had some indie in them. Best songs are "A Walk", "Punk Rock Song" and "The Gray Race". This album is a uncompromising album, and does prove some corporate music can be good. The songs are kinda short, but oh well. The cover is cool, it's like a cardboard cover. The booklet is full of lyrics, and pictures of people's face. Overall, a darn cool album.

NOFX, Punk in Drublic, Epitaph, 1994

A kid in my computer programming class, who was pretty cool, was very into this band, and he always talked about them, and he recommended I buy one of their albums. I heard one of their songs on a pirate radio station, and it was cool, so I did buy the albums. And I'm ever glad I did. He said they're new stuff kind of sucks, but I don't think this sucks at all. That lead singer has one cool voice. The songs are wonderfully melodic, yet very fast, and you can decipher nearly every word. The lyrics are funny, but cool as hell. They have a little political - social undertones, but they're not terribly serious, the music is very fun. The band can play really well. Good mixes. I like the tempo changes, and the various musical arrangements. One thing did disappointment me, I thought "Perfect Government" was going to be a song about Anarchy, but it was very cool anyways. "Don't Call Me White" is a good song that I can relate to, and the music is great. Also, "Linoleum" is funny and cool. "Punk Guy" is terrific song along with "Happy Guy" and "The Cause". On "Scavenger Type", a cool surprise awaits those who are not to hasty to turn off the c.d. Only one song I don't like, that is "My Heart is Yearning",

a Mexican like song. A highly recommended album, even if you don't like punk. This sounds like some popular band, but I can't put the name on who it is. And the best thing is, it's indie!

Poison, Flesh and Blood, Enigma / Capitol, 1990.

Recently, being critical and wary, I wanted to play this album, since I haven't hear if for a while. I wanted to see if it sucked as much as I thought. It sucked much worse. Actually, this a great improvement for the band, but nothing that great. These songs are a lot better than their other album, mainly because of better and more mature songwriting, and better music. "Something to Believe In" is actually a pretty intelligent song, and Mr. Michaels does a good job putting emotion in it, but unfortunately I couldn't get that far. The first few songs weren't that bad, but then came "UnSkinny Bop", I couldn't take it anymore, I had to turn the darn tape off. Oh, I see on a photograph in the album, that they don't wear makeup and other female accessories, maybe that could explain their small improvement. Not as nearly as horrible as their previous albums, but still pretty scary. These songs are more compassionate, less sexist, and the music has more depth, than their other stuff. But a sell out is still a sell out. I'm just wondering what type of person would idolize them. Maybe tolerable, if someone gives it to you, but don't pay for it.

Ramones, Pleasant Dreams, Sire / Warner, 1981

Probably not the band's best album. The only song which completely rules is "We Want the Airwaves", (did this song receive any airplay when it was released?) The rest of the songs range from mediocre to pretty cool. Being punk rock, it's still pretty cool, even if it is very poppy sounding, instead of aggressive like other punks. A lot of the songs sound almost exactly alike. But Joey Ramone has a cool voice, he can do a lot with it. The songwriting isn't that great, it's pretty simple. These songs are mostly love songs, but aren't sappy. This is very decent music. An album, I've played many times. And I'll stress it again, Joey Ramone is one hell of a singer. This album is so unique in style, virtually impossible to imitate. I would like to see more effort placed to creating diverse music, then this band would rule.

Zines

Bunny Rabbit, Amy Fusleman, 51 MacDougal St #319, New York, NY, 10012, $2.00 or trade.

This zine isn't that much in itself. It's way too short. In #6, of which I have, about all there was in it was a story called "The Gap" about a poetry reading Mrs. Fuselman played songs at. It was somewhat depressing, and a little strange, also somewhat entertaining. But that was it. Except... Something really cool was included with this zine, that is a tape, made by Amy. It's cool, Amy sings slower, less instrumented, songs from Motorhead, AC/DC, Black Flag, and two songs she wrote herself. The songs she sings are relatively simple, but that may be a virtue. She does have a really cool voice, even if it gets a little monotonous. I like the way, she changed the feel of these loud, fast songs, into slower ones. The songs, she wrote herself are pretty good too, the lyrics are good also. But however, a lot of these songs sound alike. But there are only five, so it shouldn't matter too much. The music is unique sounding and pretty darn good. For $2.00, the tape alone would be a great bargain. Good job, Mrs. Fusleman, on your self production, more of this is what music needs.

Mad, P.O. Box 52344, Boulder, CO, 808323-2344, $2.50, or 12 issues for $24

While generally considered a mainstream, commercial magazine by many, I for all intents and purposes consider it a zine. After all, they refuse ALL advertising whatsoever, and their format is risqué enough to be considered a zine. Basically, it's a zine that's well produced with a very large distribution (around 1 million) This is probably the best satire, you'll ever read, probably even better than my own. This satire is risky and shocking, but never obscene or tasteless. Everyone and anyone they will satirize. Everything is fair game. They tell it exactly the way it is. And do they ever hit the bullseye. Funny, but sometimes dumb, and often subtly witty, this stuff will make you laugh. The magazine has many formats and styles, wit, great artwork. It's a very visual magazine, and very professional. These people have a great sense of humor, they take everything with a grain of salt. Jokes about themselves are frequent. Anyone who can make fun of themselves, without degrading themselves, is very cool in my opinion. But, once in a blue moon, they have a serious side, like when publisher William Gaines died. The front of the issue after he died was filled with stories about the man. He was a great guy, who would take time out for readers, and he did not have a corporate mentality. Before his death, MAD would often make fun of Mr. Gaines, but now it's less frequent, and more cautious, and considerate since he's dead and all. Filled with great satire about everyday life, and political and social things. This has amongst the best political satire out there. Its political satire is not dry, but witty, not too subtle, yet not too blunt. These people impress me some damn much. They have so much fun with their work. Geez, I can imagine what work is like at their offices. Mad magazine will point out everyone's faults, but often people say true success is being satirized in MAD. The movie and television parodies, a regular feature, always hit hard. This magazine is essentially what a magazine should be. One of the only commercial magazines out there with any merit. Much integrity from people who aren't afraid of anyone. Definitely worth the cover price. I've read my old MAD's so many times. Most surely, MAD is my favorite magazine. If you've never read this, then what are you waiting for? Besides, it's available, at almost every bookstore, probably the only literature in most of them, that is worth reading.

Make Room, c/o typo, 3118 Keller, Temple, TX, 76504, stamps

Great punk fun! Issue number 2 is the one I got, this is a review one. These people are great reviewers. A lot of very obscure bands and records are reviewed. But after all, what's obscure to me, is normal to other cool people, I'm just deprived. The pranks are great. The postal scams are terrific. These would be great fun to carry out, if I didn't have a good concept of morality. A couple stupid rants, but overall, it's very creative. There's a couple of dumb, but witty quotes within. Very easy to read. Great revenge ideas, but I wouldn't carry them out. This is the kind of stuff you love to read about, but never would actually do. Cool!

Books

Your Revenge is in the Mail, Keith Wade, Loompanics, 1988, P.O. Box 1197, Port Townsend, WA, 98368

Pretty cool. Just reading this book will provide entertainment, especially for sadists out there. What I like about this book, is the revenge applied is mental, not physical, which usually is more devastating and more difficult to apply. The book consists of letters, from and about marks. Many different examples of different marks are given, even a big section on government marks, revenge on them would be fun. A few of these "letters" are funny, but almost all are mean. Most of these I could never carry out.  Since all the letters are from or about the mark, it would be nice to see a letter TO the mark.  That would require great cunning and planning in order to be effective.  Most of these letters to apply would be rather difficult, very outrageous, and hard to believe. But on others, ingenious ideas are there. This is a good book from Loompanics, one with practical merit. Anyone, with a little forethought could do these letters. Besides, they make cool reading. Even if you're not a sadist. One reason I like these so much is because I really like letters, and like reading them. This book proves damage can be done from a letter, and that mainly it's pretty secure, if you take the proper precautions.

LSD -- My Problem Child, Albert Hoffman, Perigee Books, 1983

The tale of the birth of LSD. No, it's not nearly as interesting as you may expect, but Mr. Hoffman does write a highly readable book. He provides good details, and accurate information. He is a good story teller. Even the chemistry parts, he writes somewhat simple, making non scientists able to understand it. Not what you would expect from a person with a doctorate in chemistry and a long history of research. But, what's really surprising is that this dignified scientist tripped on acid, many times. The book gives you the impression that LSD and other hallucinogens aren't nearly as bad as everyone would have you believe. His life experiences with LSD are interesting, not necessarily exciting. Overall a good book, if you'd like to learn more about this drug and maybe even Mr. Hoffman, himself.

Getaway, Ronald George Eriksen II, Loompanics, 1983

Way too short, but still good anyways. It provides excellent driving tips to get out of life threatening situations. Also a lot of these tips could be used in non life threatening situations. I would love to practice these driving techniques. Out in the country with some junk cars, that would be a lot of fun. Good diagrams, and excellent step by step instructions are given. You learn the Bootlegger's Turn, the Moonshiner's turn, Ramming, Cornering, amongst other techniques. Hopefully, you never need to know these tips, but it's a very good idea to learn them, just to be safe. This book is concise, almost too concise, but it is a cool book. Highly recommended if you need it or not. 

Television
I never watch television anymore. I encourage others to do likewise. My reasons are mainly because of the end of the 

television creation, not so much the way television is created. i.e. With television, the end product is what caused me to stop viewing it. But, given the means to television product, that is reason enough to boycott its use. Television is completely dominated by Corporate Capitalists and ultimately government. But we all know these two groups always work hand in hand. I'm sure the inventor of the television did not imagine television being a government / capitalist complete tool. That's all it basically is. Sure, it seems to be entertainment, but this is entertainment used to disguise government and capitalist oppression. Television probably was invented as a scientific object, to promote greater communication. It's so ironic that, in essence, television has destroyed communication. In its early years, it probably was a fantastic thing. Spontaneous, creative, intuitive, and imaginary. There were probably no limits. But then our two biggest enemies, had to seize control. If something exists, capitalists will make a profit off it, and government will regulate it. Television is such a perfect example. Many some reasons why, television is so much a complete tool for capitalism and government. Well, the FCC regulates television, handing out licenses to whom it ever so desires, and if one wants to keep a license, they best follow all FCC regulations. These regulations, as can be seen, are not made solely for more efficient, or fairer programming or whatever, but instead to keep television programmers in line, as they do not offend the FCC, disguised as not offending the public, and they are sure subversive, anti- government programming is kept to a minimum, and / or censored, or none at all. After all, it would be in their best interest to do so. Also FCC will not grant a license out to anybody. Substantial capital, a obscure knowledge about radio transmitting is required. The former reason, more than the lather, makes sure only the rich can own and operate television stations. And consequently, these affluent people are not going to air programming which is not consistent with them maintaining their wealth. Only makes sense. Operating a radio or television station is not as difficult as the FCC would have you believe. Their stern requirements are mainly only there to maintain its control. Many pirate radio operators, and a very few number of pirate television operators have produced high quality programming, with little radio background, and un sophisticated equipment. Radio broadcasting requires very little equipment. Certainly, the more and more expensive equipment, the better the programs, but not much is really needed. All a radio operator really needs is a transmitter, an antenna, some power and a few other things. Television operators would only need the same plus video equipment. The FCC would like to have you believe radio technology is out of the reach of the common man. But really it's not. Television is the displaying of the worst of Capitalism and Government all rolled into one. Television is a catering service to those of special interest groups. Money means everything on this medium. The more you have the more you say, which seems to be the more right you are. That's a reason television programs suck so much. They are products to be bought and sold, not art and entertainment. What people will buy is aired, not what has the most artistic merit. You may think these two ideas coexist, but usually they are contradictory. Things made for product are not genuine, they are produced for an ulterior motive. People don't like to buy what's good necessarily, just what they like. Besides, capitalist's real purpose is not make art, but to make money. Most artistic things arouse from opposite circumstances. If your message or views are not consistent with the FCC and / or Corporate networks, don't expect to be allowed a place to voice them on television. They, like everyone else, look out for their best interests first, then others if at all. Sure, some people are very extroverted, but I hardly think that Capitalists and government apply, for this reason. Television is not reality, it is one sided, and fantasy. A world was created and curated towards special interests, and they have you believing that this world is our world. News is biased, controversial programs won't air, but they try to deceive you as much as possible. They keep quiet about their censorship, and make their bias as subtle as can serve their purpose. Perhaps, the problem with television is not too much sex and violence, but not enough. Some see television as a free for all, peep show, but it's really prude. Their is no risk taking, therefore no excitement. Not so much that sex and violence is good, but at least liberal use of the two demonstrates great risk taking. And ultimately free expression. But the greater evil of television regulation by government, and de facto by capitalism, is the political suppression. This is what the founding fathers feared most, about government restricting free speech, not so much sexual and other things, but politics. It should also be obvious that the government's television policies are unconstitutional, especially considering amendment one. Television is the press, and speech, yet free use of this medium is rarely done. Whoever the government wants to let speak will, and whoever it doesn't won't. It's that simple. Television and radio is the press. These mediums were not around in the days of our founding fathers, but I'm surely that imagined the unlimited ACCESS and use of an press medium which may be created or invented. It's one thing to censor people's action, but to censor their thoughts is the worst type of tyranny imaginable. Those who censor others thoughts must fear exposing the evil truth of their own deeds or words. Why else would they want to so strongly censor these words. It's ironic how the FCC mandated programming in the public interest. How do they know what that is, when the public is never consulted? Airwaves belong to the people, but how come the people never get to use them? In essence, airwaves only belong to special people. Free speech was not meant for few, but for all. Free speech is not something you should have to pay for, or pass a test for. Television is so damn predictable, so boring, so routine. If television was pirate in nature, it would be completely different. Yes, I'm sure, often chaotic, but order should not be the premier virtue. Spontaneity and creativity go hand in hand. Use of television and / or radio equipment by untrained people can cause absolutely no harm to any other people whatsoever. Most definitely, thinking direct causes,

and almost not at all possible, thinking indirect causes. The only thing use of this equipment by untrained individuals can harm is profit. Allowing unlimited access on radio frequency equipment will not necessarily be a jumbled a chaotic mess. normal everyday spoken conversations should be compared. If you don't like what some one says, you can scream louder than them talk faster than them etc, just like on the radio or television you can transmit with higher power. Also, fighting over frequencies would not be that big of a problem, without a biased arbitrator. Parking spaces are things that everyone can use, and are usually run on a first come first serve basis, but still people have disputes about them as to who got there first etc. These things will occur on the radio spectrum, granted. But the radio spectrum is almost unlimited in frequencies, ( or consider them parking spaces) No control over the airwaves, would also result in unreliable programming, they say, but perhaps another word for unreliability is spontaneity. It sure seems more interesting to always be wondering what will air, then always knowing it. It'll keep you on your toes. Wonderful surprises will emerge. Television does not promote creativity. Everything is created for you. No thinking is required, just watch. The powers that be like this fact alot. Watching trash, you lose your ability to reason, and thus become more susceptible to their lies. Also you are passive, sitting there viewing, you aren't doing anything. So you really pose no real threat the dominant hierarchy they created. In contrast, if you weren't passive, you could be engaging in so called subversive activities. Television tells you not to think, they can do the thinking for you, just let them guide you. This fosters an environment where one does not question government or capitalism. Usually not a good thing. Television watching will cause you to become physically weaker. You won't exercise as much and probably eat more fattening food, thus you'll become less athletic, and more easy to conquer. Television is like a bad drug. It's so darn addicting, and you're not addicted to a good thing. At least playing video games is an active activity, opposed to t.v watching. Television has almost always added negative aspects to our culture, rarely ever positive aspects. Television creates stereotypes, which many follow like reality. Also since television is a profit machine, truth and honesty are rarely considered, since they don't sell. Either does caring or friendliness. We all have a darker side, and television showcases it as our complete side. It has changed reality, for the negative. Television most likely alters viewpoints and influences more than any other single thing. Television is there to preserve our two party system. Making the same choice, appear as two different options. Too many options and that would require a lot of thought, it doesn't want that. Two choices is so easy. But these two choices are so much the same, that's it really no choice. How often are radicals allowed their say? Giving time to Communists, Populists, Anarchists is very unthinkable. Perhaps TV. has created this attitude of two partyness. Since, it so much a part of so many people's lives, that if something is not on TV. it must seem to not be important or right.  That's probably the reason, none of these third party people get many votes in political elections. They probably have many valid viewpoints, and many would ultimately be accepted by the mainstream, if only they were exposed to these views. But as been proven the campaign of a candidate is very essential for their election, and not being on television, a very widespread, highly used product of today, will cause your campaign to suffer immensely. Television is the status quo, since it is in such a great number of homes, and anything not on it, is deemed non status quo. Television use is so great, technology almost everyone has. So, it seems not a thing for the elite, but for common people. Consequently, it does not embrace values which make mankind great, but which makes mankind mediocre, since the ownership of the sets is mediocre. And the controllers of it tell you what that is. They want television to coexist with the status quo and not disrupt it, thus creating a false sense of security and reality. To be anti- television, is to essentially disrupt the status quo. Someone would be considered a loon, if they want TV. abolished or eradicated, since television is such a well accepted thing. Historically, anyone who differs from the status quo, has become persecuted. Television doesn't teach us to accept those who are different, but instead to persecute them. And it is the thing which decides who should be accepted and who not. Television does not encourage thought, you just sit there and watch, you don't create anything or accomplish anything. Television watching is wasted time. So called educational programs which fulfill one, just somehow makes you accept another of the power's doctrines. The evil thing about television is that the brainwashing is so subtle, and deceptive, that you have no idea it's going on. What you turn to for entertainment, becomes statist - capitalist completely, but they get off, causing you to think this is entertainment. The only entertainment involved is how easy they dupe you. Your ignorance amuses them. Television draws attention away from real problems, and creates false ones for you to focus on. Anything which would make government capitalism look bad is not a problem, they cover it up, pretending it doesn't exist. And if something makes them look good, they'll blow it out of proportion. Likewise, if something makes their enemies look good, then they will do everything in their power to suppress it. They don't want you to know the truth, this would cause their downfall. Only a coward is afraid of the truth, and those who have something to hide. Deception is such a terrible thing. A problem one does not know exists is much worse than the one he does no exists. You can combat the former, the latter you're not aware of, therefore open to attack. They know this too. Much of government's and capitalist's power is acquired via deception. And television is such a good vehicle for deception. It is mass brainwashing at its best. If they can acquire control over your mind, then your allegiance is guaranteed. Perhaps, the worst virtue of television is the destruction of morality and reasoning. If one does not think, he'll never know what's right and what's real. Television producers care little about you, evidence in the programming and 

	advertising
	they have created. All
	they
	care about is continuing

	doing what
	they are doing and to
	keep
	making money. Anything

	contrary to
	these goals, they will
	fight.
	Television controllers


are not really human like, they resemble monsters. They have no morality, and are cunning to destroy you. Just remember slavery, first steps occur with the mind. Capitalists will produce only news they want to hear. So then the FCC demands equal and fair time, know what this means, they want time too to equally mislead and deceive you too, the capitalists shouldn't hog all of it.

The FCC wants to appear as a neutral third party, as an arbitrator in the television medium, but in reality, it is an influencer and a controller. When was the last time a television program had an artistic merit? Is it any wonder why? Creativity is not a plus to them. Television producers want to stick to established things, which they have profited from in the past. To depart, might require a loss financially. Isn't if funny that programs in the public interest have so little interest to the public? Public service announcements, are not played by stations because they care, but because these organizations have money, or the FCC forces them. It is, consequentially, not surprising to see that many of these announcements are pro- statist in theme. And perhaps, their subtleties of bias are more easily detected than in other programs.  Pro drug war themes are frequent, they don't really care if you harm your body taking drugs, they just want to control you, if they have you believing otherwise. Such was an example of this completely. Other biases in TV. are much harder to detect. But should be searched for with a discerning eye. I would see it as the ultimate irony if there was a television program which was both anti- government and anti-capitalist. Surely, it's life span would be small. Just look at how the newscasters view anti - government groups, like the militia. It makes perfect sense. These groups are viewed the most negatively by TV. new, that is because from more than anyone else, they perceive a greater threat. Television stations, unlike many printed media, and some recorded media, is almost never independent, it's almost always operated by corporations. Big supporters of the U.S. government, that's way the FCC is so congenial to them. Money is power, and also control of the airwaves. Television is probably the least accessible media to the less affluent, and established persons. Certainly, it's difficult to establish oneself via other media, television offers much more difficulties. Try to get time on a t. v. show. Very difficult. Try to get your own TV. show, nearly impossible. Try to own a station , impossible! Unless of course, you have a good amount of money, then sure. Television is just merely a social club for two groups. And membership in it is next to impossible, unless you have a friend already in it. But this is hardly the way television is suppose to be. This environment is very contrary to first amendment ideals. I hardly think radio technology was created for profit. I think it was for communication for all, not just special people. It just proves, that they want your life, and the easiest means to your life, they will pursue. Watch out for television bias, from one or both of the oppressors. Don't become victim to it. Books from independent, not corporate sources can be better entertainment and are much more creative. Television could be a good thing, the medium itself is not evil, just what has become of it. Television in its current form should not be watched. That is a great way to liberate yourself from thought control and brainwashing. Another way to break off from government and capitalist control. Another step towards freedom. Perhaps, the question is not Why Don't Watch Television, but why watch it? If television was under different control, in the hands of the people, where it belongs, then great things could become of the idiot box. Like most things, television itself is not bad, but just the way it's used. Do yourself a favor, and give up television. If you insist on having a television, keep your VCR. Since, you can put anything it that you want. You are not limited to the piss poor number of choices that TV. offers. If a TV. station would be controlled by a Independent source, maybe it could be good, free from corporate influences, but it still would be under government control. If control of television was taken out of the control of these two evil groups, then television could become something, good, something great, something worth watching. But given how it's produced, and what it is, I have a hard time wondering how someone could watch it. It destroys intellect, knowledge, morals, ethics, and reasoning, and ultimately yourself. T.V. watching time, could be used for creative, inventive, active things, which could and should be benefiting and promoting liberty. No one who is a liberty and freedom lover should be a TV. viewer, now. Likewise should any intelligent, sophisticated, logical, artistic person. Television is so very contrary to these high ideals. Television is one of the leaders in the downfall of mankind, it probably could never uplift it. I squirm when I think of all the good a television could do. It's just so sad. Think of all the wonderful things that could be transmitted, but aren't. Television should enlighten and enrich us, not degrade and destroy us. Television tears apart people. Television has not been used for good. That's why, I must call for eradication and abolition of its current state. Then we can recreate this media, and make it into something wonderful. Sounds like fun, doesn't it? All the possibilities of what mankind can do could be realized, not denied. It is obvious that television is a powerful tool, but I do believe it can be used for good purposes. Just think if anti - authoritarians could control it. Sure, we would have to put up with a lot of obscenity, but I think artistic obscenity is better than non artistic appropriateness. Television shows what happens when capitalism and government run amok on us. The results are not good. Television shows what can happen with abuses of power. Television provides many outlets for abuse of power. The negative aspects of television by far, out number the positive aspects. Are there any positive ones? Are there? I would like to be enlightened if they are. Don't get me wrong, there certainly could be some positive aspects, but now there isn't any. A radical overhaul and readjustment of television is required. A good hard look at it is what's needed. Point out the wrongs and correct them. Actually this is a very simple thing to do. We don't really need to identify the wrongs, since we know what causes them, we need to eliminate the source of control. That way television can be made so it is a good thing, not something bad like it has become. Almost all of its vices can be contributed to capitalism and government, and consequently it has few if any virtues, just like capitalism and government. That makes perfect sense. Destroying the false reality television has created, is a great step in acquiring more freedom, and it's one hell of a way to fight our two biggest oppressors. If no one watched television, these oppressors would crumble. Marvel at the possibility. Think of the lovely sight. I'm doing my part, by not watching, do yours! This hierarchy can be disassembled! Let's do it! 

Fun With Pressurized Products

Pressurized products can be a lot of fun. My story will be a case in point. And fire really enhances them. Well, last summer, between my sophomore and junior year of school, I went to Brookings, SD, to visit my best friend, Travis. Well, one of the activities we engaged in was camping. Me, him, his brother, Tony, and two of his friends, went camping for a night in a local park. The best thing about it was that there was no adult supervision, we were unchaperoned. So, this was cool. Anytime when there is no adult authority, unlimited amount of fun is possible. Well, one bad thing, Tony and one of my friend's friends did was drinking beer. Of course, I didn't. I think alcohol is worse than marijuana. They got the beer, from a friend's grandfather's house. Also my friend and one of his friends tried to sneak into a Christian camp which had a lot of girls in it, they wanted to talk to them, but they ran away, afraid of the camp counselors, many times. Ideas about trying to blend into the camp was offered between us. But notice, I never really got involved in these activities. But the most fun we had involved our fire. We got a lot of wood, and started a good fire. Since, I'm kind of a pyromaniac, I threw many different things into the fire, like plastic, metal and shrubbery. They got a little mad when I put the shrubbery and other stuff in because, it didn't burn. But after awhile, they just let me put in it. But when nightfall came was when the real fun started. Tony and one of the other guys, smoked a thing which lit the lamp. I thought it was a dumb idea, as did my friend. When it got real dark, they started throwing stuff into the fire, and the coolest thing was pressurized bug spray, the effects were cool. But there was little contents in the can, so the effects were minimal. My friend told me, the best thing to put in the fire is a can of beans. He said they make a great explosion. But, then all of the sudden, as one of our guys were kicking a can in the fire or something, a flashlight was shined on us. It was the park patrol. They asked us what we were doing, why I don't know, but they said they were watching for a half hour, and that we better quit, or get fined and / or kicked out. My friend and his friends just told them our names and stuff, and agreed. So they just left. We talked about doing other cool stuff, but we decided not too, because my friend's friend gave his name. Well, later that summer, I was curious about my friend's beans in a can idea. So I wanted to try it out for myself. And where I wanted to try it, the best time, during our annual cross country camping trip. Which is usually such a fun and cool event, no adult supervision, unless you count my coach, but he doesn't really count. Just imagine it, a team of guys camping together for 3 days. Well, we have good fires too. So before we left for the camping trip, me and my brother snuck out a can of beans to take along. During the whole trip, I said this was a good idea, the can of beans, but everyone just thought it was kinda stupid. So one night, when it was kinda late, me, Rodney, Ryan, two guys from my team were around the camp fire, and a very egotistical guy, Hans, who once said "If I wasn't me, I'd want to be me." was in his relatively new neon, with some dogs, belonging to two eight grade girls, who talked real dirty and raunchy. Well, the other guys of the team were sitting in a tent, having a serious talk about cross country. We talked about this bean idea, but Rodney said anything pressurized would explode when exposed to heat. So he and Ryan, placed the can of beans under a bunch of thick logs. Nothing happened at first, then all of the sudden, a big boom happened, the logs flew, and some ashes flew on the neon, but doing nothing to it. These logs were thick, so it was cool that they flew so far. It grabbed the attention of the conversation people. We were lucky, it didn't attract other attention. It was a great laugh. It was the coolest explosion, I ever saw in my life. You just had to be there. Me, Rodney, and Ryan saw it really, but the others just heard it. Rodney, really, really smart, said any pressurized product will cause a big explosion. But later, I learned this was a stupid idea. During Chemistry, the next year, Mr. Brown, the teacher, always gave ways of which chemistry was relevant to our lives, even though, it usually never was covered on tests, since it was Honors, the tests were primarily math. But when we got to the gas law chapter, he told us that pressurized products should be kept away from heat, and to not do so, could result in bodily harm, and he explained why. I snickered to myself, no one heard me. I didn't want to say anything, because he considered me to be one of his best students, only like 5 or so people got A's from all his classes, and I was one of them. Also, he always stressed, "people who don't have a knowledge of chemistry can get into trouble". I now realize, how stupid it was, but that doesn't mean I won't do it again. Next time, I'll wear goggles and an apron. Ha Ha. But sometimes, you must take risks, for cool things to happen, that's life. But of course, a disfigured face would not be worth an explosion, no matter how cool it was. 

My Bout With Commercial Radio

Here in Rockford, we have this station called WXRX, it's slogan is "The StateLine's Real Rock, The X". Of all the stations, around here, It's the one I find least nauseating. That's not suppose to be a complaint. Well, every once in a while, it'll play something halfway decent, like Led Zeppelin or Metallica. But it won't ever take risks, that's why it sucks. It's supposed to be somewhat alternative, and I say "alternative to what". It's pretty much like any other commercial radio station out there, bland, boring, predictable. I got tired of hearing the same old shit, so I thought I could make an appeal to them. My only choice, since, this is about Rockford's only station that'll even touch hard rock and heavy metal (the mainstream imitations), or even just regular rock. Our other stations are pop. I figured that they had an infinite number of records, in stock, they just didn't play a lot of them, often. Boy was I wrong. They have this request show called "Roll your Own". So, I wanted to hear some good music for once, so I decided to call in. The first time I called, I requested, Dead Kennedys "When Ya Get Drafted", note I was NOT on air, but the D. J. said that she didn't think they had it, but she'd see what she could do. I listened to the stupid program for like a hour and a half, but my song did not play, I wasn't surprised, but was upset. Well, I tried again on a different day. This time, I requested NOFX, she asked if that was the band's name and she said that they didn't have it, and if there was anything else I wanted to hear. I asked if they had anything by the Sex Pistols. She said nothing that was playable. Why? Would it offend your corporate sponsors? But I think it was because the Pistols swear a lot, but "Anarchy in the U.K", doesn't have much swearing. Unless you count "pissed", They can't even say "pissed" on the radio, what is this world coming to? A few weeks later, after a day spent listening to cool music, and writing some anti - commercial radio poetry amongst others stuff, I called in. Metallica is a band I like a lot, but ever since the black album, they've being going downhill. They sell out, they want to be accepted by the mainstream, they take less risks. Their music is much more accessible. But this station plays them quite often, so I thought that they would have a lot of their albums. I didn't really want to hear anything off "Load", that's played so much, as is the black album, and "And Justice For All", a really cool album, 100 times better than their last two, I owned, so I didn't need to hear a song from there. I wanted to hear some of their older stuff, stuff I never heard before. So I called in, and asked if said music from independent labels, and she said she only had whatever was playing on the radio. I told her I would pass. Now, you see one reason why commercial radio sucks. Don't listen to it, I gave it up, once and for all, except sometimes my brother turns it on in our car. Listen to pirate radio! Screw commercial radio. That is if you like good music!  

Late note:  I requested Sham 69.  She never heard of them.  I told her they were well established.  She said she will "ask her boss and play them on the Generation X program." 

