CATFISH #6 

ANDREW BUSHARD

To those people, who are reading this:

Welcome! I hope you have read my last 5 issues of Catfish, if you haven't, then you are missing something. I recommended, you add these to your zine collection. I want ads! Free ads! For anything! I'll appreciate trading ads, but I'll print your ad, even if you DON'T print mine. Almost any ad, I'll print. Also, I would like to trade zines, and zine subscriptions. If you think, your zine is worthy of a trade, send it to me. I get the majority of my zine copies at Office Depot. It's 100 times better than Office Max. The people are friendly, and the machines are a lot better. Office Max doesn't have a sorting copy machine. I recommended Office Depot to you to. Well, hope you enjoy #6.

Andrew Bushard

Why Rockford, IL is a lousy place to live

1. Our school board is in major debt, says the newspapers.

2. Our school is extremely influenced by liberal pressures, says the commentators.

3. Our school board dropped weight grades for honor classes.

4. We have crappy pawn shops.

5. We have almost no counter culture or cool independent stores.

6. We constantly rank on the bottom 5% of Money Magazine's list of best places to live.

7. Our unemployment is very high, says the statisticians.

8. Our city is big enough to have all the problems of a large metropolitan city, but none of its benefits, like other notes. 

9. Racism is widespread, like commentators note.

10. You can only burn leaves in the villages, say the city ordinances. 

11. Too much crime for a city of our size, like commentators note. 

12. There are a lot of shoddy neighborhoods, like others note. 

13. There's really only one cool music club / bar which will play cool music like punk or metal (Luigi's).

14. Lousy selection of records.

15. Very few activities to keep a cool person occupied.

16. Football and Basketball are given way too much attention, and cross country is given a sidelight to them (even though they are getting much better).

17. The streets are in lousy condition.

18. There are very few radical political organizations. 

19. Not enough radical book stores. 

 20. Our newspaper has a biased, big business, conservative slant, even if it's subtle, and makes people believe otherwise.

21. Only one page of comics is in our newspaper.

22. Our newspaper doesn't carry all the cool comics like "Mister Boffo", "The LockHorns", "Non Sequiter" and "Mixed Media", but instead carries lousy ones like, "Marvin", "Rex Morgan" and "Baby Blues".

23. We have a big blue collar population, like people note, but not enough radical unions, socialists, and communists to represent it.

24. There are very few nice looking houses.

25. Our library has a lot of books, but not a lot of interesting books, or books on radical political thought.

 26. Our library has very few or none at all, tapes and cds from independent labels.

27. The bookstores are all corporate owned, so have few good and true books, or are crappy second hand stores with wrinkled paper books or other crap.

28. It's very hard to find merchandise of cool, but somewhat obscure bands.

29. There are not enough cool punks. 

30. The quality of life is very low, like multiple sources note. 

31. Not enough variety of restaurants. 

32. Downtown is all shoddy and run down, like everyone notes. 

33. It has major no anti-television organizations.

34. The city's name is stupid 

35. There are few museums.

36. There is hardly anything in the city of any historical value or importance.

37. The gangs are somewhat of a legitimate concern, but the paranoia over them is not justified and often times makes life miserable for others.

38. The cops are like characteristic cops. 

39. We often have flood problems, like the newspeople note.

40. No cool places to read poetry (Barnes and Noble is not cool)

41. The DMV is located in the midst of the downtown area where traffic is horrible.

Note: I could have just as easily written a list on why our town is cool, but I feel the negatives outweigh the positives.

Reviews

Albums

Beck, Stereopathetic SoulManure, Flipside, 1994.

The reason I bought this cd was because I saw it at Venture for $3.99, and I was very surprised and shocked. I thought it was weird that a variety store like this would have good music, and good music at a low price. Mostly these stores only have the top selling albums, so I was amazed, and couldn't resist. This has to be one of the craziest and weirdest cd's I have, and I like it. This album has a wonderfully great variety. No two songs are even close to the same. In fact, if I didn't know better, I would swear that different groups performed each song. The music ranges from country to grunge to rock to metal to simple to complex to loud to soft to slow to fast to calm to frantic to subdued to tranquil to wild, you name it. These songs are all wacky. A lot of them are humorous also. To the best of my knowledge, Flipside is an independent label, so that probably explains the great diversity and experimentation put into this record, which many attribute to independent labels. It's seems that Beck has a lot of fun with their music, because it shows. At first, I didn't like the album so much, but like a lot of grunge and alternative, it grows on me. A bunch of cool songs, which never get dull. Listening to this, you never know what's coming up next. The first listen will be full of surprises. People like Beck make music unique, and consequentially with their creativity make music very hard to classify, because they stretches the borders to the extreme.

R.E.M., Eponymous, I.R.S., 1988.

This is a lousy record. It stinks. I thought R.E.M. was cool, from what I saw on MTV, when I watched it. But, I was wrong. I have wasted my money on the two R.E.M. records, I have. "Eponymous" will more than bore you, more than put you to sleep, it will cause comas. These songs are boring and slow, much like the affects of a tranquilizer. But, one song is cool, that is "Radio Free Europe", the rest of the songs belong in the trash. I am missing, what I originally saw and liked in R.E.M. Yes, this is an indie release, but so what? The majority of corporate music is 100 times better than this. Further my distaste, R.E.M. hasn't printed lyrics in any of their albums,

which I seen. "Eponymous" is one of their worst albums, it only has one good song, some of their other albums have like 4 good songs, but this one is not even good enough for the birds. I don't think even die hard R.E.M. would like this much compared to their other albums.

Genesis, ABACAB, Atlantic, 1981.

This album is annoying. They have this weak penetrating drum beat on several songs which will get on your nerves. Besides, unlike Phil Collins and Genesis's nature, the lyrics aren't compassionate or caring like people attribute to them, they are just gibberish and nonsense, from what I could hear. Void of social concerns and awareness, very uncharacteristic to Phil Collins. These songs aren't full of emotion, but full of crap instead. Phil Collins' vocals are mediocre at best, free from the honesty which makes them great. What I like about Genesis and Phil Collins is not apparent on these album. "Invisible Touch" is much better.

Jello Biafra, Beyond the Valley of the Gift Police, Alternative Tentacles, 1994.

This is the 4th of Jello Biafra's spoken word albums. Mr. Biafra is a brilliant orator, quick thinking and witty. He always hits the nail right on the head. His opinions are unique, yet intelligent. He is a good representative of punk music. He's cool, but also smart. He has a good sense of morality, and social awareness. He is a great fighter for the cause of free speech and artistic integrity, like others have noted. Instead of being ashamed of him, we can be proud. He helps our cause, not hurt it. This is a 3 cd set, so there is tons and tons of material. Mr. Biafra is persuasive and one heck of speaker. Talks about censorship are the key focus, along with wonderful rants against experts and bureacracy, and various other attacks on well deserved targets. Jello Biafra can blend interesting tales of his personal life along with hard facts, to home down his points. He is convincing. The booklet which accompanies the cd is extremely cool. Excellent cartoons such as "Christian Angst" and cartoons by Tom Tomorrow. Also, I like the collection of pictures which were included. They are bizarre things which were found various places. We need more people like Jello Biafra on our side. We need more intelligent people in music, and beyond to fight evil wherever it may come from. I like how Mr. Biafra can be full of angst, yet still come out as concerned and hoping for a better world. Very much like myself. And, the 3 cds are placed into a container for two cd's, while this may be bad, it's also very good. Because, many stores will think it's two cds and won't charge extra for the third one. Besides, 3 cd sets are so rare. It got it for $16.99, but I saw it at another store for $12.99. Either way it's a good deal. What's cool is that if you are an anti - government, anti capitalist leaning person, but don't really like punk music, or the Dead Kennedy's, you can still enjoy this. Too bad Jello Biafra is a hardcore atheist, cause he'd make one heck of a preacher. Almost any other speakers you heard before will sounding boring and bland in comparison. Also a cool little booklet is enclosed which is a parody on Chick Tracts. It's funny. With all that is included in this cd set, you'd be a fool to pass it up. It's a real bargain!

Zines

Temp Slave #8, Keffo, PO Box 8284, Madison, WI, 53708 - 8284, $2 or trade.

This zine is a great zine about the temporary employment industry. There are great stories about workers and their experiences. These stories are filled with cynicism, but often humorous, and enjoyable. This zine helps temp workers get things off their chest, and if you're like me, a person who knows little about temp agencies, you'll become horrified and will try to sympathize. It will make you aware, that these temp workers are being treated like garbage, yet no one cares. The stories are interesting, and well written. Even if the writers are just common everyday people. Even if you're not a temp worker, but a worker anyways, you'll probably relate.

Ten Thousand Things, K.D. Schmitz, PO Box 1806, Poughskeepsie, NY, 12601, stamp.

Brutally honest and down to earth. Mr. Schmitz is a very personal writer. It's almost like talking to a friend. He is very intimate, but not disgustingly so. Also, I like the hand writing. And the pictures are simple, yet great. Ssmall in size, but the print is large enough to read, without straining one's eyes. I like how, he shares he “is counting down from 10,000 to 1, numbering each page progressively lower than the last. Supposedly when 1 is reached, everything he needed to vent will be vented.” Also Mr. Schmitz is a musician, and has made a couple of cool tapes. One particularly cool project, he engaged in was, a tape, which people sent him poetry and song lyrics, and he wrote the music and sung the songs. I sent him some of my poems, but it was way too late, but he did a electric guitar version of one of my poems anyways. Mr. Schmitz is a nice, as I have experienced. His Words in My Mouth tape is available for 3 dollars or a trade. He is a great singer, and the songs are cool, even though there are mainly acoustic guitars. And with a bunch of contributors, there are a wide variety of lyrics and lyric styles.

Struggle, Tim Hall, P.O. Box 13261, Detroit, MI, 48213-0261, $2 / trade.

Full of literary fiction and poetry, which is sympathetic to the proletarian working class. The stories are simple and accessible, and they communicate the evils of Capitalism. It's nice to see a change of pace in Socialist thought. There are few, if any, essays, but instead good literature. I think a few stories or poems can often times be much more influential than rants. If this zine doesn't make you stop and think about the working class and its trials and tribulations, then you are heartless. Through the literature, they communicate that “there are people behind the profits, and people have feelings and needs.”
Interesting #5, P.O. Box 1069, Bangor, ME, 04402 - 1069, $3 or trade.

A smorgasbord of information, and intriguing tidbits. The sources are vast and varied. These articles, gathered from many places will have you laughing and / or thinking most definitely. Stuff that should be in the newspaper, but isn't. The title suits very well. In #5, there are excerpts from the editor's other zines, which are mainly, pretty fascinating. He did overplay a joke, which got redundant and repetitive. He always said "We", when it was only one person writing, himself. Before you can open the darn zine, you have to read and agree with a long legal statement, which is overly lengthy and unnecessary. I never thought reading a zine, would require legal assistance. Check it out.

Tiger Duck #2, 343 1/2 Markham St, Toronto, ON, M6G, 2K8, Price ?

A strange and weird little zine. At times, it is funny, but the humor is subtle. The cartoons are simple, but decent. My favorite part was a movie script they had about a couple of odd superhero / magicians. Also "An Evening of Intoxicated Wit" is not bad either. This zine is hilarious in that simple, dumb way. These people write real simple, but that's what is cool. Might want to start with #1, so you know what's going on, this zine can be confusing at times.

Book

Anti - Rock -- The Opposition to Rock N' Roll, Linda Martin, Kerry Segrave, Archon Books, 1988.

A good read. It traces anti rock hysteria from the 50's to late 80's. Much of the paranoia against rock has been unjustified and unreasonable. It shares how Rock has been blamed for too many things. It has become an easy and common scapegoat. Even though there is some attempt for the writers to appear non biased, a pro rock bias is definitely present. But, that's all for the better. This book is accurate and in depth. Also, this book provides good history on rock 'n' roll, itself. I like how they divided the history of anti rock into 3 time frames. The 3 periods had different characteristics and properties. The book shows that as time goes on, “what offends people before, doesn't offend them anymore.” Society's objectivity changes. You laugh at some of the things that offended people in the past. Also, what is funny, are some of the reasons people have been opposed to rock, and their rationale behind it. This book does a good job at showing that rock is mainly a youth music, and that's why parents don't like it. I expected a better conclusion or afterward. Theirs was short. It wasn't even a separate chapter, just a few paragraphs at the end of the last chapter. Overall, a good book, that is interesting.
Racial and Sexual Bigotry

I hate bigots. In fact, there's few things, I hate more. Bigots make me very very mad. Any form of bigotry, whether racial, sexual, ethnic, is unjustified and unreasonable. That's why I hate it so much. It makes little sense that sexual organs, or skin color would have any affect on the mind. These two things have absolutely nothing to do with intelligence, whatsoever. Only brain genes determine intelligence, not skin color, or sex traits. 
Likewise, my eye color has no bearing over my height. It's that simple. Racism and Sexism are superficial. It takes only an simpleton to not look past these physical features, and see what's inside. Inside is what matters, not physical traits. Also people have no control over their race or sex, so it's unfair to judge them based on these criteria. But, people do have control over their free will and their actions. People should be judged on what they do, not what they are. No persecution based or irrevocable circumstances, which the scapegoat has no control over, is justified. But behavior, and actions, which the scapegoat has control over, persecution towards can sometimes be justified. 
Any so called racial or sexual differences are because of culture and environment. Blacks and other minorities don't act how they do because of heredity, they do so because of environment. Likewise, females are not the weaker sex, just our culture makes them out to be, so then they often assume that role. Some people seem to think that one race is superior to another. That's just bull. The only reason, the white race has been deemed to have accomplished more than any other race is because, they were offered more opportunities, like others note. They were given more chances, like others note. They always were in higher positions, and always have had lots of power, like others note. White people have thought that were better than other races, they never were. The only reason white people have done more than other races is because, they have denied the others opportunities and have oppressed many other creeds, like others note. 
I am not a representative of the white race or the male sex, I only represent the human race, if anything at all. I refuse to take credit for the mistakes of my ancestors. The burden should fall on their shoulders, not mine. Just because, I share their race, does not make me responsible for their activities. I am only responsible for the activities of one person and that is me. To think otherwise, would be just another form of racism. Whites don't owe blacks a thing because of slavery of their ancestors. Not a thing at all. I can't apologize for what I did not do, and cannot be held accountable. 
You can not blame the mistakes of a few white people on the entire white race. It's unfair and idiotic. While I generally support efforts to gain fair acceptance for minorities and females, I detest it when they point the finger at all men or all whites. Only the racist ones should be targeted. If you target all whites or all males, then you are scapegoating, not actively advancing your cause. Some of us are sympathetic, but won't be as eager to help, if you condemn us, when we didn't do anything wrong. Besides any person fighting bigotry, while blaming an entire race or sex, is just a hypocrite, and racist themself. When fighting for racial or sexual equality, the ones at battle, should be fighting for equal rights, not special rights. I deplore it when women want to vote, get equal pay for equal work, get elected to president, but will do not feel they should fight in the military like men. Many times, these women want the best of both worlds. That is unfair. If you want equal rights, that also means equal difficulties, like others note. Just like one should not be denied anything because of their race, they should not gain anything because of it. That's why I don't like Affirmative action. Yes, you shouldn't lose a job because of your race or sex, but you shouldn't gain one because of it either. 
Also, the government has no role fighting bigotry, whatsoever. Bigotry is a social problem, not a political or criminal problem. And thus, appropriate measures should be used to combat it. Bigots should not be jailed or fined. They are not violating anyone's rights. You many think, I am a bigot to say this, but not so. The only rights, that should be legally protected are the rights to be left alone, and to be free of coercion, like Libertarians say. When people are granted legal "rights" to be denied racism, in effect, one person loses rights for others to gain privileges. The bigot loses rights under regulation against his activities. Forcing people to act non - racist is counter productive and evil. Doing this, one asks if the real purpose to change people or just to get demands. Often times it's than lather purpose. If we want to change bigots, we must change them voluntarily, like Libertarians say. We can not force them, since force is wrong, like Libertarians say. 
And besides, you can force people to chance their actions, but not their thoughts. To fight bigotry, one needs to convince the bigot to change. Even though the bigots' actions are unjustified, they must be allowed rights. To deny rights to people is tyrannical and evil, and uncivilized. Rights are not meant to only protect good opinions and actions, but also protect evil and wrong ones, like Libertarians say. In addition, good and evil are very subjective terms. There can be no consensus as to the good and bad opinions. To deny one freedom is to deny all freedom. If we don't allow the bigot his rights, we are no better than him, ourselves. Only racial or sexual violence and coercion, should the government combat, that's government's only role, like Libertarians say. 
Quasi - bigots are no good either. In that, I mean people that only detest one or two races. They have all the superficiality and all the hate of a full blown bigot, so they should be viewed the same. If you pre judge one race, it's just as bad as pre judging all the races. Since, your thinking is backwards and wrong, even if it's not on a full scale. Just the same, the person who kills one person is evil, just like the person who kills 20. Their actions are bad, not the sheer quantity. 
Bigots often are insecure. They have no pride in themselves, and consequently nothing to be proud of, so they cling onto racial identity. They want the recognition of the accomplishments of their race, they don't know who they are, so they hope to find meaning and self worth through racial identity. Propagandha has a song or two expressing all these ideas in this paragraph.

Bigots often are hateful people. They have so much deep down hate, and anger, often about themselves, that makes them insecure, so they want to blame it on others and take it out on them too. Bigotry is misdirected hate and ignorance, say pscyhologists. Believing one race is better, is plain and blatant ignorance. Changing bigotry must begin with changing the minds of the bigots, since that is where all the bigotry is, like people say. Bigotry is a disease which should not be spread farther. 
What is evil is when these bigots have power, and initiate actions. Hitler's Germany and U.S. pre civil war time are two good examples. When their thinking becomes law, which is forced activity for all, immeasurable evil is possible. Besides, these people are ignorant and don't think logically. And they can justify their actions. So for them to be in a power, all common sense, equality, and liberty will go down the drain. We can not trust these people. We do not know their limits. We are not sure, if they will violate the constitution or do whatever. 
Some may say in defense, that different species of animals have different traits, so then why don't humans. Well, not to get too scientific, but humans whether black, white red, yellow, or brown, are all one species. We can reproduce with each other. Different races are not any different besides their color. Race, like I said, before, is nothing more than a genetic trait. Any racial or sexual inferiority is imposed by and from society. We should try to become colorblind. But, I know that's difficult to do. Even people who are not racist, and are open minded may sometimes be a little prejudiced, if they know it or not. Deep down inside, they are programmed to think this way, and are essentially brainwashed. When looking at other people and their race, the only thing, we should judge them racially or sexually, on is, what is society effect and views for this race or sex? Other races and sexes enrich us, they have gone through different experiences, so their culture is unique. Adding new parts to our culture and advances us and makes us fuller human beings. Since, bigots are close minded, pre judging other races, they are missing something.  

They want to be sheltered from the other races, vices, but consequently they are also sheltering themselves from the virtues. If one tries to hold onto white racial identity as being superior, there are just as many examples to prove whites are inferior. Like others have noted, many times whites have invaded other races' peaceful activities and ruined their culture. In my opinion, anyone who initiates coercion, is inferior to anyone who doesn't. Many bad things have been done behind the mask of racial supremacy, most of us will say. Forwarding one race by hurting another is bad. If you advance one race, while helping, or not hurting another race, then so much the better. But one race's gain that becomes another's races pain is just hurting humanity. 
To me it seems more noble, for a white person to fight skinheads or other racists, than a black or other minority. Perhaps, this is because, when people fight racists of their own skin color, they are acting unselfishly. They have nothing to gain personally, so their deeds are genuine. Also, as a white person, white supremacists make me much angrier than do black supremacists. I think white people should fight white supremacists, and black people should fight black supremacists. 
It does seem odd, that there are few or no so called Mexican Supremacists. Is there any reason for that? I've never heard of any Mexican supremacists, but I have heard of supremacists from all the other races. 
We need to look behind skin color. We won't truly advance until we do so. As most people agree to judge someone on their looks only is superficial, so apply this thinking to races. What are races, skin color is just how one looks. One thing, I would not consider bigotry is when someone is sexually attracted to people of a particular race. Some people like only white girls. This is perfectly fine, since sexual attraction is often based only on looks, likewise, the only thing races should be judged for. Racial disputes are only merely people disputes. It's sad that something that trivial causes people to fight. It's sad to think that they have no real legitimate gripes against each other. So called racial differences are just artificial walls to divide people. They have no basis in fact. Did white people evolve from monkeys? Did black people? Who was here first? I don't care. 
If either did, neither had any control over the situation, so I only judge them for what they have control over, not that. Many times racial themes create problems that aren't there, and allow people to stop dealing with the real problems. Also, races are easy scapegoats, like others notes. Have a problem? They're not poor because the economy is bad, but because they are black. 
But I will judge people on their culture. If people talk like stupid rappers, I will dislike them. If people talk stupidly, without mental disability, I won't like them. It's not because of their skin color, it's because of themselves. The parts of cultures that cause certain people to act certain ways are the problems, not the races, and should be eliminated. 
If we were all blind, we couldn't judge people on color, we would judge people on what's important. Blind people can't judge people on their color, only what they hear. Perhaps, the thing besides ignorance which breeds racism, most, is sight. Even when people who pre judge other races congenially, it's not good. Saying Mexicans are good workers is not a good thing to say. Because along with this ignorance, a little anger, could cause less congenial activities. Besides if someone pre judges at all, that means they might become racist. Since they have the tendency to pre judge. Prejudice, if favorable to the race, is just friendly racism. And any form of racism is not good, regardless of the motives or intentions. 
Perhaps, governments are the most guilty party of racism. They use racism, to gain scapegoats and to gain public supportfor their causes. Government incorporates the worst traits and characteristics of mankind, so it seems not unreasonable, that government would imply racism, one of the most evil traits of mankind. 
Like others say, “the very young do not care about races, so why do older, and so called wiser people do?” This proves that not all adult ideas are better than children's. It may prove that it is better to be a little naive, than overly critical. Us, anti - government people should avoid any racist anti - government people, like many militias. They only add negative things to our cause, and cause others to views us as evils, and otherwise wrongly. We want to be viewed as intelligent, open minded, and moral. Traits which will help gain acceptance of our cause. We want to employ all the good that we can. We want to be viewed as angelic, and the government to be views as demonic. We must be as perfect as we can, and racism, is a philosophy which will only cause us to regress. They are just as much an enemy of ours as the government. It's probably, an open question, as to which group is a bigger enemy. Even though many say “unity is power”, and when common thinkers fight amongst themselves, the enemy is all the more powerful. We must then say that bigotry is a big enemy of ours, not unlike government, to unite with it, would only pollute our cause. We would probably fight often with these bigots, so this uniting would become very counter productive. We would get nothing done. We need to forget about them, and fight government, instead. Then we can fight bigots. Since, like I said bigotry is a social problem, and right now, our major problem is political, we must fight the political ills, first. Since any injustices, occurred politically are by far more evil than any social injustices. And without the coercionary hand of government, meddling in our affairs, we can work out our social problems in peace, like Libertarians say we can. Yes, coercion is the most evil thing in the universe. Any coercion related activity is worse than any non coercion related activity. So while bigotry should be stopped, by all means, our foremost activity and focus should be directed towards ending coercion, like Libertarians say. And when bigotry results in coercion, then it is extreme evil, nothing that can probably be compared. Bigoted coercion is probably the worst thing mankind ever done. It is essentially two of mankind's worst traits merged into one. It would only make sense. 
Stupid, brainless brutes need to use force, like Libertarians say. And bigots are illogical, ignorant, and unintelligent. The crime really fits the perpetrator in this case. That's another reason why bigotry should be stopped. Bigots' irrational and non logical thought could allow them to justify to themselves, the initiation of force. They justify so many other unjustifiable things, so why not force? We must prevent the bigots' deluded fantasies to become reality. We are then protecting anyone who belongs to their targeted races, and ultimately themselves. Ignorant and illogical people can not be trusted. One is to never fully know what they will do, since we can't rationalize with them or about them. Bigots are rotten people many times, but also many times, they are just victims of their own ignorance. So, it's not always smart or right to vent your anger on them. 
Government, like bigots feeds on ignorance, double standards, immorality, hate, and also many times, evil. So, it's no surprise that these two groups work together and coexist. No, all of governments problems and deficiencies are not because of bigotry itself. But, it is because of the kind of thinking bigotry involves. Bigotry and government are two evils, having the same means, but different outcomes and goals. Anyone who opposes government should oppose bigotry and vice versa. I feel, it is fruitless to oppose one but not the other. If doing so, you are probably opposing the wrong things. We should understand that bigotry are government are not exactly the same, but their similarities are striking. They are two beasts in different skins, but the inside is the same. Both evils should be purged. Both are morally and logically repulsive. Remember they are different, but also similar. 
Different techniques should be used to combat them. One is coercion, and possible ignorance, and the other is ignorance, and possibly coercion. They can often become interchangeable. Trying to understand bigotry is the first step to fighting it, like Sages say. Even if, it defies all understanding whatsoever. 
Bigotry should be stopped. It should be ended. It can not ever accomplish good. But in a few rare cases, government can. This is one very big difference between the two. Even though bigotry and government are both repulsive means to any end. An end accomplished by government could actually be good, but never with bigotry.  Bigotry must be eliminated and eradicated. It's uncivilized and unadvanced. Why have so many of us, embraced it then, and called ourselves an advanced civilization. If one race becomes technologically advanced with hate towards others races, then it is not really advanced. Kill Bigotry! Stop it now!
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Some Mail Pranks

My best friend, who lives in Brookings, SD, is Travis Kimpe. His family are of the Catholic faith, but in have not gone to church as religiously as possible, much like our own family. I thought this afforded an opportunity, for a good practical joke. So I decided to sent him letters, which he would think was from his priest, I lived in Sioux Falls, SD, so I went up to visit him, and mailed one of letters, so it would arrive during my visit. 
No one was fooled a bit, as you'll see why, they are unbelievable. This prank is more funny, than viable. The priest's name was Father Doyle, I guess he was a good priest, because he won a yearly award given out by and mentioned in the Argus Leader in Sioux Falls, to the state's best clergy. 
The Bishop's name I use, is not a real person (I don't think). I sent 3 letters, but don't have the first one. Also I played some other mail pranks on my friends which I will showcase in upcoming issues. Travis's dad got mad about these mail pranks, and told me “not send them any more crap.” Once again, my friend thought the prank was dumb, but I thought it was witty. Well, take a look, I won't say much about the letters themselves, they're self explanatory. Most of the reprimands are true, but some are exaggerated. I believe these letters were written when I was in 8th or 9th grade. Note, again, the first one is missing. Things in Parenthesis are my comments. Also, besides a funny prank, I think these things would make good satire about the religious right. Here, they are:

Let 2

Dear Kimpe Family,

I am very, very concerned about your family! You have not responded or improved from my last letter. You have committed many sins. Churches are places for help not hurt so let us help you. Please attend my dysfunctional family seminars on Mondays at my abode. Remember we want to help. These are your sins you committed.

1. Lack of celebration when one's priest won best clergy of,-South Dakota.

2. Reading libelous-'material.

3. Having a friendship with a person who is opposed to the FCC. [me]
4. Not being a Conservative.

5. Sibling rivalry.

6. Engaging in non - religious activities on the Sabbath.

7. Celebrating X - Mas for purposes other than Christ' birth.

8. Not supporting Prayer in the Schools campaign.

9. Watching sexist, vulgar, and violent television programs.

10. Enjoying the taste of Holy Communion. 

11. Using the Lord's name in vain.

12. Expelling air through the esophagus.

13. Participating in electronic competitions which have enormous amounts of sex and violence (i.e. video games)

14. Lack of amount of viewing of religious programs. 

15. Too short amount of time spent discussing the bible. 

16. Dirtying restrooms.

17. Children haven't done enough labor. 

18. Listening to sexually explicit music. 

19. Committing practical jokes.

20. Poor maintenance of Badminton Courts. 

21. Eating God's creatures.

22. Poor achievement in academics.

23. Rejoicing in the coming of the end of an academic year.

24. Sleeping in the nude.

25. Posting of sexually explicit bills.

26. Being interested in the opposite sex before marriage.

27. Not donating 95% of income to charity. 

28. Lack of church attendance.

29. Lack of amount of time spent selling roses on the street.

30. Subscribing to cable.

31. Believing the hypothesis of bacteria and jellyfish were on Earth before humans.

32. Not attending "Troubled Families" seminars. (A name 

35. Improper preparation for Armageddon.

36. Not voting for Patrick Robertson in the 1988 presidential election...

37. 'Making clergy type out letters of disobedience. 

38. Not, double spacing homework.

40. Rejoicing at the conclusion of sermons. 

41. Not subscribing to the Christian Science Monitor. 

42. Conversing with Andrew Bushard

43. Poor handwriting.

44. Slowing down the U.S. Postal Service by mailing non-important parcels {Mad Magazine had a similar joke].

45. Lack of opposition to the Sioux Fails School Board decision not to have public prayer at the graduation of its secondary schools.

46. Attending a secular primary institute of education. 

47. Storing of obscene pieces of satire in a desk of a place of labor.

 

Let 3

Dear Kimpe Family,

Recently Father Doyle has told me about his concern for your family. I was appalled at what you have done. He has sent me a copy of both the reprimands he has sent you. I am very ashamed of you, but the lord works in great strengths. An example is Matthew 26:46 "Rise, let us be going: behold, he is at hand that doth betray me." In the past, you were all excellent bible abiding citizens. Why doing teenagers enjoy reading the bible any more? [A lot of religionists ask this type of question.] It's just as cool and exciting as comic books or Friday the 13th movies. A quote from the bible will prove this. Exodus 28:18 "And the second row shall be an emerald, a sapphire, and a diamond." Father Doyle has been very obedient under me. You should follow his great precedent. As Mark 7:1 says "They came together unto him, the Pharisees, and certain of the scribes, which came from Jerusalem." Why does today's youth spend so little time reading the holy scriptures? [A lot of religionists ask this type of question.] When I was a lad, I spent 8 hours reading the holy scriptures each school day and I spent 17 hours reading the Bible on non school days. [A lot of religionists ask this type of question.]  As First Samuel 8:16 says "And he will take your men - servants, and your maid - servants, and your goodliest your men, and your asses, and put them to work." Also as Luke 17:32 says "Remember lot's wife." Why do more people view Roseanne than the 700 Club? I can help you very much. I want to help dysfunctional families like yours. Revelation 13:11 will prove this "And I behold another beast coming up out of the earth; and he has two horns like a lamb, and he spake like a dragon. " Father Doyle has well deserved his best clergy of SD award. You should have voted for him. One feels so dishonest when things like that happen. As Genesis 2:15 says "And the lord God took than man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it."

Now, it's pretty sad about some acquaintances you have.  Andrew J. Bushard is an awful person to know.  First of all, he writes satire which is horrendous and worse yet [Mad Magazine has used a running joke about how awful their magazine is, so that inspires this here], he attempts to get it published.  He also writes left wing poems.  As liberals will go to hell.  As Revelation 18:15 says, "The merchants of these items, which were made rich by her, shall stand afar off for the fear of her torment, weeping and wailing,"  His novellas are terrible.  They have unorthodox characters.  Also he speaks French.  Why speak such a dirty and vile language when there are holy languages like Latin and Italian?  My remedy is for you and your family to come to my quarters in Beverly Hills and stay with other dysfunctional families so we can help each other.  You will be coming 

August 15th to September 23rd. If you don't respond and come I will report you to the local cardinal. My address is on the envelope in the left hand corner, nothing to do with my political views. I am a strong right winger. I only put my address on that corner because it is standard. Thank you very much

Sincerely,

Bishop Sheridan Perry 

